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Analysis Chart of Question Papers of Various Previous Exam of SSC

Sr. No. Exam Exam Year Total Total Question of
Question General Studies

l. SSC CGL 2022 21 21 x25= 525
2. SSC MTS 2021 42 42 x25= 1050
3. SSCJE 2021 6 6x50 = 300
4. SSC CGL 2020 18 18 x25 = 450
5. SSC CPO-SI 2020 6 6x50 = 300
6. SSC CHSL 2020 36 36 x25= 900
7. SSC CGL 2019 22 22 x25 = 550
8. SSC CPO SI 2019 8 8§x50 = 400
9. SSC CHSL 2019 25 25 x25 = 625
10. SSC GD 2019 40 40 x 25 = 1000
11. SSCJE 2019 8 8§x50 = 400
12. SSC MTS 2019 39 39x25= 975
13. SSCJE 2018 12 12 x50 = 600
14. SSC CHSL 2018 76 76 x25 = 1900
15. SSC CGL 2017 44 44 x25 = 1100
16. SSCJE 2017 8 8§x50 = 400
17. SSC CPO SI 2017 16 16 x50 = 800
18. SSC MTS 2017 17 17x25 = 425

Total 444 12,700

Note- Chapterwise compilation of total 12,700 questions of General Studies has been presented out of total
444 question papers of total 18 examinations conducted by Staff Selection Commission (SSC) in the
previous years out of which a total of 9255 question, except for the cancelled or repeatitive questions,
have been given a certified explanation.
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01.

History

Ancient Histor

j N Prehistoric Period

1. What is the first era of Prehistoric period called?
(a) Neolithic Age (b) Metal Age
(c) Chalcolithic Age (d) Paleolithic Age
SSC GD 01/03/2019 (Shift-1II)
Ans. (d) : Prehistoric period in the early development of
human being is commonly known as the old age or
Paleolithic Age. There was no paper or language or the
written words & hence this period has no books or written
documents. Painting on the wall canvas was a way to
express human feelings, artistic creation in this period.

2. Which of the following archaeological sites has

evidence of pit-dwellings?

(a) Palavoy (b) Rana Ghundai

(¢) Mehrgarh (d) Burzahom

SSC CPO-SI — 11/12/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans : (d) The Neolithic site, Burzahom is in the district
of Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir), India brings to the
light to transitions in human habitation patterns from
Neolithic period to Megalithic period to the early historic
period. During excavation here, stone axes, bone tools
and brown burnt earthenware were found in deep pits.

There are several dwelling and burial pits found from

Neolithic period. In many pits, bones of dogs and antler
deer were found along with human skeletons.

3. Burzahom, Neolithic site is located in
(a) Mizoram
(b) Goa
(c) Karnataka
(d) Jammu and Kashmir

SSC CHSL (Tier-1) —09/07/2019 (Shift-111)
|Ans. (d) See the explanation of above question.

4. At which of the following sites have
archaeologists recovered burial of five wild
dogs and antler's horn?
(a) Kupgal
(c¢) Gufkral

(b) Burzahom
(d) Utnur
SSC CPO-SI — 12/12/2019 (Shift-1T)
Ans : (b) Burzahom is the place where the evidence of
burial of five wild dogs and antler's horn have been
recovered.
5. Mehargarh, the Neolithic settlement, is located
in which province of Pakistan?
(a) Khyber Pakhtunkhava
(b) Sindh
(c) Punjab
(d) Baluchistan
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-1T)

Ans. : (d) Mehrgarh is an archaeologically important
place, where many remains of the Neolithic age (7000
BC) have been found. This place is located in the
Kacchi plain area of present-day Balochistan (Pakistan)
where the earliest evidence related to agriculture and
animal husbandry has been found.

6. Where is the archaeological site Inamgaon
situated ?
(a) Karnataka
(c) Gujrat

(b) Uttar Pradesh
(d) Maharashtra
SSC MTS 09/08/2019 (Shift-I1I)

Ans. (d) : The archaeological site Inamgaon is located
in the Indian state of Maharashtra. It is situated near
Ghod, a tributary of river Bhima. The inhabitants of
Inamgaon had special burial ritual Inamgaon is a

midsized chalcolithic settlement.

7. The archeological site of Koldihwa is located at:
(a) Maharashtra (b) Bihar
(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Madhya Pradesh
SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-I1I)

Ans. (¢) : Koldihwa is an archaeological site which is
situated in the valley of Belan river near the village
Devghat, Prayagraj in U.P. It has provided earliest
evidence of rice cultivation.
8. The skull of a '"Homo erectus' was found in which

of the following pre-historic Indian sites?

(a) Hathnora (b) Patne

(c) Pachmarhi (d) Sanganakallu

SSC CPO-SI — 12/12/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans : (a) Hathnora is a village in Sehore district of
Madhya Pradesh from where Homo erectus skull was
found. Pre-historic age was the time when people were
not aware of writing and it consists of three periods

Stone age (Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic),
Chalcolithic and Iron Age.
9. Jorwe culture was a Chalcolithic

archaeological site located in the present day

Indian state of

(a) Maharashtra (b) Assam

(c) Gujarat (d) Bihar

SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 11/06/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (a) : Jorwe culture is copper age culture. This
culture was discovered by M.N. Desh Pandey. 'Jorwe' is a
village and archaeological site located on the bank of
'Pravara’, a tributary of the Godavari River in
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra, where remains of
the Jorwe culture has been found. This culture developed
predominantly in western Maharashtra. The major sites
of Jorwe culture are Chandoli, Sonegaon, Inamgaon,
Jorwe, Nashik and Dayamabad etc. The time period of
Jorwe culture is believed to be from 1400 to 700 BCE.
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10. Aceltis from the Neolithic period.
(a) atomb (b) ahouse
(c) atool (d) anurn

SSC CGL 20/04/2022 (Shift-I)

|Ans.(c) A celt is a tool from the Neolithic period.

11.  ‘Microliths’ were used by early humans.
(a) coins (b) stone tools
(c) clothes (d) earthen pots

SSC MTS 06/10/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : ‘Microliths’ were stone tools used by early
humans.

P Indus Valley Civilisation

12.
Haryana?
(a) Kalibangan
(c¢) Rakhigarhi

(b) Lothal
(d) Dholavira

SSC CGL 12/04/2022 (Shift-I)

Which of the following Harappan sites is in

Ans. (c¢) Sites States
Kalibangan Rajasthan
Lothal, Dholavira Gujarat
Rakhigarhi Haryana
13. Who among the following begun his

excavations at Dholavira in 1990?
(a) RS Bisht (b) MS Vats
(c) RD Banerji (d) SR Rao
SSC CHSL 12/08/2021 (Shift-II)

Ans. (a) : The Dholavira site's excavation between
1990 and 2005 under the supervision of archaeologist
Ravindra Singh Bisht uncovered the ancient city,
which was a commercial and manufacturing hub for
about 1500 years before its decline and eventual ruin
in 1500 BC. Dholovira was discovered in 1968 AD by

archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi.

14. Match the following :
(A) Mohenjodaro 1. Statue of a priest
(B) Harappa 2. Port
(C) Kalibangan 3. Plough marks
(D) Lothal 4. The Great Bath
(a) A4,B-1,C-3,D-2 (b) A-3,B-2,C4,D-1

(c) A-2B-3,C-1,D4 (d) A-1,B-4,C-2.D-3

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 02-09-2016, 1:15 pm

Ans : (a) Town Obtained evidence

(A) Mohenjodaro (1) The Great Bath
(B) Harappa (2) Statue of a Priest
(C) Kalibangan (3) Plough marks
(D) Lothal (4) Port
15.  The famous 'dancing-girl' statue of the Harappan
Civilization was made using __ material
(a) stone (b) gold

(c) terracotta (d) bronze

SSC JE Civil 30.10.2020 (Shift-I)
Ans. (d) : The famous 'dancing girl' of the Harappan
Civilization is made up of Bronze. It is depicted as a
dancer standing and resting after dancing. In this
statue the dancer's right hand is shown on her hip
while the left hand is shown hanging. It probably has
bangles made of bone or teeth in its hand. Other
evidence from Harappa are granary, watermelon, ox
made of conch.

16. The archaeological site Daimabad of the Indus
Civilization is situated on the banks of the
river?

(a) Krishna
(c) Banas

(b) Narmada
(d) Pravara
SSC JE Civil 30.10.2020 (Shift-1T)
Ans. (d) : The archaeological site of the Indus Valley
Civilization Daimabad is located on the bank of the
Pravara River, a tributary of the Godavari River in
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra state in India.
This place was discovered by B.P. Bopardikar. It is the
southernmost site of the Indus Valley Civilization.
17.  Which of the following Harappan sites is
located in India ?
(a) Shortugai
(b) Ganeriwala
(c) Daimabad
(d) Mohenjo Daro
SSC JE Mechanical — 23/03/2021 (Shift-1T)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of the above question. |

18.  Which of the following sites was the first to be
discovered?
(a) Amri Nal (b) Harappa
(c) Lothal (d) Mohenjodaro
SSC JE Electrical -26/09/2019 (Shift-1I)
Ans : (b) Harappa was the first discovered site of the

Indus Valley Civilization. Hence it is also called
Harappan Civilization. Harappa was discovered by
Dayaram Sahni in 1921 A.D. It is on the left bank of the
Ravi river in Mountgomery (Modern Sahiwal) district

in the Punjab province of Pakistan.

19. In which among the following Harappan site

terracotta of ‘plough’ was found?

(a) Dholavira (b) Banawali

(c) Harappa (d) Lothal

SSC JE Civil - 29/01/2018 (Shift-1T)

Ans. (b) : Banawali is an important Harappan site
located on the bank of the Saraswati river in Fatehabad
district of Haryana. It was discovered by R.S. Bisht in
1974 AD. Archaeological objects like pottery,
evidence of both Pre-Harappan and Harappan culture
and barley with good quality has been found here &

plough of terracotta was also found here.

20.

The Harappan site “Manda” was situated on
the banks of which river?
(a) Chenab (b) Sutlej
(c) Ravi (d) Indus
SSC JE Civil - 24/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (a) : Indus Valley Civilization site Manda was
situated on the right bank of Chenab river in the
foothills of Pir Panjal range, northwest of Jammu. It

was discovered by J.P. Joshi in 1982 AD.

21.

Which is the biggest building at Mohenjodaro?
(a) Great bath
(b) Great Granary
(c) Assembly Hall
(d) Rectangular Building
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 04-09-2016, 1:15 pm
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Ans : (b) Mohenjodaro is the chief city of Indus Valley
Civilization. It was discovered by Rakhaldas Banerjee
in 1922. Its excavation was carried out under the
direction of John Marshall, contemporary Director-
General of the Archaeological Survey of India. The
Great Granary was the largest building of Mohenjo-
Daro. According to the archeologist Wheeler, it was the
largest building whose length was 45.71 meters and
width was 15.23 meters. It was used for storing grains.

22, The following was the harbour in the
Harappan site.
(a) Harappa
(b) Mohenjodaro
(c) Lothal
(d) Alamgirpur
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 27-10-2016, 10 am

Ans : (¢) Lothal is situated at the bank of Bhogwa river
(Gujarat). This is an important and largest port city of
Harappan Culture. This site was excavated by Dr. S.R.
Rao in 1955-62 AD. The evidence of Ship dock,
Circular and Square Agnivedika, Marking of two-faced
monster on rice and millet, Persian seals, Miniature of]
horse pottery and Couple graveyards have been found
from this site. Lothal is thought to have direct sea trade
links with Mesopotamia because an Iranian seal has
been found from here.

23.  Which of the following was a port city of the
Indus Valley Civilization?

(a) Kalibangan
(b) Dholavira
(c) Lothal
(d) Rakhigarhi
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 11/06/2019 (Shift-I111)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of above question.

24.  Which of the following Harappan sites is
thought to have direct sea trade links with
Mesopotamia?
(a) Dholavira
(c) Kot Diji

(b) Lothal

(d) Ropar
SSC JE Civil - 25/01/2018 (Shift-1I)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of above question. |

25. Indus Valley Civilization was a age
civilization.
(a) Silver (b) Tin
(¢) Gold (d) Bronze

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 29.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (d) The Indus Valley Civilization was one of the
major civilizations of the ancient river valley
civilization of the world. In 1826 Charles Mason first
discovered this old civilization and in 1921 Dayaram
Sahni excavated Harappa for the first time. In this
civilization, the rise of cities and the use of bronze were
seen. Due to this very reason it is called the first
urbanized and bronze civilization.
26. In which state is the archaeological site of

Surkotada situated?

(a) Haryana (b) Gujarat

(c) Karnataka (d) Rajasthan

SSC CPO-SI - 09/12/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans : (b) Surkotada is an archaeological site located in
Kutch district of Gujarat. Evidence of expansion and
decline of Indus Valley Civilization has been found
from this site. It was discovered and excavated by Shri
J.P. Joshi in 1964. Important remains found from here
are horse's bones and a unique tomb. Lothal and
Surkotada were the Dockyards of the Indus Valley
Civilization. After independence most sites of]
Harappan Culture have been discovered from the state
of Gujarat.

27. In which province of Pakistan is the site of the

ancient civilisation of Mohenjodaro located ?

(a) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa(b) Punjab

(¢) Sindh (d) Balochistan

SSC CPO-SI —12/12/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans : (¢) Mohenjodaro means 'Mounds of the Dead' in
Sindhi language. It is located on the bank of the Indus
River in Larkana district of Sindh. This site was firstly
discovered by Rakhaldas Banerjee in 1922 AD.

28. At which of the following sites was the first
astronomical observatory of the Harappan
Civilization found?

(a) Dholavira, Gujarat
(b) Gola Dhoro, Gujarat
(c) Kalibangan, Rajasthan
(d) Lothal, Gujarat
SSC JE Civil — 23/03/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (a) The first astronomical observatory of the

Harappan Civilization was found at Dholavira.

Dholavira is located in the region of the Gulf of Kutch

in the state of Gujarat. In 1967-68 AD J.P. Joshi got

excavated the sight of Dholavira.

29. Harappa and ___ two ancient cities of the
Indus Civilization, emerged during excavation.
(a) Hastinapur (b) Surat
(c) Mohanjodaro (d) Varanasi
SSC GD 11/03/2019 (Shift-1I)
Ans. (c¢) : The period of Indus Valley Civilization is
believed to be 2500 BC. Evidence of two ancient cities
was found after excavation in the Indus Valley are :-
1. Harappa - It was discovered under the leadership
of Dayaram Sahni in 1921 AD.
2. Mohenjodaro - It was discovered under the
leadership of Rakhaldas Banerjee in 1922 AD. It is
located in Larkana of Sindh province (in Pakistan).
30. Which of the following sites of Indus Valley
Civilization is not on the bank of river Indus ?
(a) Kot-Diji (b) Mohenjodaro
(c) Ropar (d) Chanhudaro
SSC CHSL 20/10/2020 (Shift-I)
Ans. (¢) : Ropar, modern Rupnagar, is the historical
site of Indus Valley Civilization which is situated on
the banks of river Sutlej in Punjab. From here earthen
pots, copper rings, bronze celtus terracotta cakes,
stamps, burial of dogs with humans and copper axes
have been the main evidence. All the remaining sites
are situated on the banks of river Indus.
31. Which of the following is a mature phase
Harappan site located in the state of Rajasthan?
(a) Nageshwar (b) Chanhudaro
(c) Manda (d) Kalibangan
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-I)
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Ans. (d) : Kalibangan is a mature stage Harappan site
located in Rajasthan. It was settled 4500 years ago on
the banks of Saraswati (Ghaggar) river in
Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan. The earliest
evidence of earthquakes has been found from
Kalibanga.
32.  From which of the following Harappan site,
the evidence of ploughed field has been found ?
(a) Mohanjodaro (b) Chanhudaro
(c) Kalibanga (d) Harappa

SSC CHSL (Tier-I) —10/07/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) : Evidence of ploughed field has been found
in Kalibanga which is the oldest in the world. Indus
Valley Civilization was an urban civilization. Out of the
sites obtained from the Indus Valley Civilization, only
six sites have been named as big cities. These cities are
Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Ganeriwala, Dholavira,
Rakhigarhi, and Kalibangan.

33. Where were the terracotta models of the

plough excavated in Harappan Civilisation?

(a) Banawali (b) Kashmir

(c) Amrinal (d) Lothal

SSC CHSL 09/08/2021 (Shift-1II)

Ans. (a) : The terracotta models of the plough was
excavated from Banawali. Other important excavations
from Banawali were : high quality Barley, steatite
metal, oval shaped settlement, of gold, lapis lazuli and
carnelian and fireplace has been found from here.

3. Vedic Culture

34.

Which of the following statements about the

‘Gotra’ practice in ancient India is true?

(a) Men and women were expected to marry

within the same gotra.

(b) People belonging to the same gotra were

regarded as descendants of the person after

whom the gotra was named.

Women retained their father’s gotra after

marriage.

Each gotra was named after a famous king.
SSC CGL 18/04/2022 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) In ancient India, the word 'Gotra' indicates that
the contemporary lineage acted as a joint family. In
other words it roughly refers to people who are
descendants.

(©)
(d)

35.  The main collections of Vedic hymns are called__.
(a) Sutra (b) Pad
(c) Samhita (d) Mukh

SSC CGL~(Tier-I) 18/08/2021 (Shift T)

Ans. (¢) : The main collections of Vedic hymns are
called Sambhita. Rigveda is the oldest and most
important veda, which contains the knowledge of
chemistry and medical science. Brahmana is the
collection of vedic hymns or mantras. Aranayak is the
conclusion based on Veda. Upanishad is the moral
teaching based on Vedas.

36. Which of the following varnas was responsible
for protecting people and administering justice
in ancient India as per rules laid down by the
Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras?
(a) Vaishya (b) Shudra
(c¢) Kshatriya (d) Brahmana

SSC MTS 18/04/2022 (Shift-II)
Ans. (c¢) Kshatriya varnas was responsible for
protecting people and administering justice in ancient
India.

37. The Atharvaveda is a collection of ___ khandas.
(a) 20 (b) 15
(c) 10 (d 5

SSC CGL 11/04/2022 (Shift-1T)

Ans : (a) The Atharvaveda is a collection of 20

khandas.

38. As per ancient Indian philosophy, the
Purusharthas or the four aims of life does NOT
include :

(a) Artha (b) Kama
(¢) Yasha (d) Moksha

SSC CPO-SI - 12/12/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans : (¢) According to Indian Philosophy Purusharthas
literally means ‘attainable by man'. In todays
terminology it can be called '"Value'. According to
Hindu thinkers there are four Purusharthas — Artha
(wealth) , Kama (desire), Dharma (righteousness) and
Moksha (liberation). Whereas Yash does not come
under Purusharthas.

39.

The Vedic view of an individual and his
relation to society is determined by four
objectives of life. Which of the following is
NOT one of these objectives?
(a) Dharma (b) Moksha
(c) Siddhi (d) Artha

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 17/08/2021 (Shift I)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of above question. |

40.

The Vedic literature was composed between:
(a) 3500 B.C. and 2500 B.C.
(b) 3500 B.C. and 1000 B.C.
(c) 2500 B.C. and 500 B.C.
(d) 3500 B.C. and 1000 B.C.

SSC CPO (TIER-1) 2016
Ans : (¢) The Rigvedic literature was composed from
1500 B.C. to 1000 B.C. But in some modern research
this civilization is being shown near 5000 B.C. Vedas,
Brahmins, Aranyakas and Upanishads (Vedanta)
respectively come under vedic literature. Vedic

literature is considered to be composed between 1500
B.C. to 600 B.C.

41.

The veda which deals with the rituals is known

(a) Rigveda (b) Yajurveda
(c) Samaveda (d) Atharvaveda
SSC CGL (TIER-I) 03-09-2016, 4:15 pm
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Ans : (b) Yajurveda is an important veda of Hinduism, | | Ans. (b) :
In this veda the mantras are given in the form of prose Indian Philosophy Their Propounder
and verse for the' ritqals of Yajna. A total Qf 1975 () Sankhya Kapila
mantras are compiled in 40 chapters of the Yajurveda, m Y Pataniali
The Yajurveda is divided into two parts it is known as (1)~ Yoga atanjatl
Krishna Yajurveda and Shukla Yajurveda. (IIT) Nyaya Gautama
. (IV) Vaisheshik Kanada
Text Special . L
- - - (V) Purva Mimamsa Sutras Jaimini
Rigveda Related with hymns and scriptures /Mimamsa Sutras
Samaveda Related to music (VD) Uttar Mimamsa Badarayana
Atharvaveda Related to medicine 47.  Which of the following sages of ancient India
3V o _ 9
42.  Which of the following rivers was known as wrote the ‘Mimamsa-sutras’>

Parushni in the Vedic period ?
(a) Chenab (b) Sutlej
(c) Beas (d) Ravi
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 09/03/2020 (Shift-II)
Ans. (d) : The Ravi river was known as Parushni in
the Vedic period (Rigvedic period). Many rivers of
India are mentioned in the Rigvedic period. Some of
the important are Sutlej (Shutudri), Vyas (Vipasha),
Jhelum (Vitasta), Saraswati (Ghaghar/the most sacred
river), Chenab (Askini), Gandak (Sadanira) etc.

43.

What is the Rigvedic name of the river Ravi ?
(a) Vitasta (b) Asikini
(¢) Shutudri (d) Parushni

SSC CHSL 26/10/2020 (Shift-IIT)
| Ans. (d) : See the explanation of above question.
44,

The river Indus was called by the
Iranians and the Greeks about 2500 years ago.
(a) Vitasta (b) Karnali
(c) Vipasa (d) Hindos

SSC MTS 06/10/2021 (Shift-I)
Ans. (d) : The river Indus was called Hindos by the
Iranians and the Greeks about 2500 years ago.

45. Who among the following scholars is
associated with the Tibet-home theory of the
Aryans?

(a) MacDonell

(b) Max Muller

(c) Dayanand Saraswati

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 07/03/2020 (Shift-III)

Ans. (¢) : In Satyarth Prakash, Swami Dayananda
Saraswati propounded that the original home of the
Aryans was Tibet. Other views about the origin of the
Aryans are :- Max Miiller - The place of origin of the
Aryans was Central Asia. Gilles and McDonnell -
Origin of Aryans was South-Eastern Europe. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak - The origin of Aryans is North Pole
(Arctic).

46.

The Sankhya Darshan sect was founded by _
(a) Kumaril Bhatt (b) Kapil
(c) Gautam (d) Patanjali

SSC CHSL (Tier-I) -11/07/2019 (Shift-I)

(a) Jaimini
(c) Badarayana

(b) Charaka

(d) Panini
SSC CGL 19/04/2022 (Shift-T)
|Ans. (a) See the explanation of above question. |
48. Who among the following wrote the basic

text of Vaisheshika philosophy?

(a) Jaimini (b) Kanada

(c) Patanjali (d) Shankaracharya

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 17/08/2021 (Shift I)

| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of above question.

49.

Who among the following belonged to the
Vaisheshika Darshan School of Philosophy?

(a) Patanjali (b) Kanada
(c) Gautama (d) Jaimeniya
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-T)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of above question.
50.

Who is the exponent of a Vaisheshika Darshan

(philosophy)?
(a) Kapil (b) Akshapad Gautam
(c) Kanada (d) Patanjali

SSC JE Civil - 27/01/2018 (Shift-I)

With reference to the Vedangas, which of the
following terms denotes 'Ritual'?
(a) Chhanda (b) Kalpa
(¢) Vyakarana (d) Shiksha

SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 07/03/2020 (Shift-I)
Ans : (b) Vedangas are treatises of Vedic Literature.
There are 6 Vedangas :-
(I) Shiksha :- It includes the rules of phonetics.
(IT) Kalpa :- It is called the arms of Veda Purasha, it

denotes the term of "Ritual". It is for the proper
application of the Vedic text.

(IIT) Vyakarana (Grammer) :- It talks about the
formation of words.

(IV) Nirukta (Etymology) :- It gives the meaning of
the usage of words.

(V) Chhandas :- It is designed for the purpose of
securing the proper reading and reciting of Vedic
texts.

(VD) Jyotisha (Astronomy):-
knowledge of heavenly bodies.

| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of above question.
51.

It conveys the
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52. Which of the following is not a Vedanga?
(a) Kalpa (b) Chanda
(¢) Mundaka (d) Siksha

SSC JE Mechanical - 27/09/2019 (Shift-I)

| Ans. (c) : See the explanation of the above question.
53.

How many Vedangas are there in total ?
(a) Two (b) Six
(c) Five (d) Ten
SSC CHSL 21/10/2020 (Shift-II)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question. |
54. At one stage in the Vedic Age, the king was
called 'gopati' which meant ' i
(a) lord of the universe (b) lord of the people
(¢) lord of land (d) lord of cattle
SSC CHSL 26/10/2020 (Shift-T)
Ans. (d) : The king was called Gopati (lord of cows)
in the Vedic age. Cows were given an important place
in the Vedic period. In the Rigveda, cows have been
called Aghanya (forbidden to kill). Cows were
considered sacred and were worshipped.
55. The Vedic Civilization in India flourished
along the river
(a) Tapi (b) Godavari
(c) Narmada (d) Saraswati
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)
Ans. (d) : Vedic Civilization in India was developed
on the banks of river Saraswati. In the Rigveda, the
river Saraswati was considered to be the most sacred
river. It is called Nadetama (mother of rivers).
Saraswati river now in Rajasthan has disappeared into
the desert.

56. The Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and
Dharmasutras are all written in which
language?

(a) Hindi (b) Prakrit

(c) Pali (d) Sanskrit
SSC MTS 9-10-2017 (Shift-I)
Ans (d) Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and

Dharmasutras are written in Sanskrit language. The
most ancient scripture of India is the Vedas, whose
compiler is considered to be Ved Vyas. There are four

Vedas — Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and

Atharvaveda.

57. Which is the oldest Veda among the four
Vedas?

(a) Rigveda
(c) Yajurveda

(b) Samaveda
(d) Atharavaveda
SSC MTS 18/10/2021 (Shift-I)
SSC MTS 10-10-2017 (Shift-I11T)
Ans. (a) : Rigveda is the oldest Veda. This is the earliest
source of Hinduism. Rigveda contains 1028 hymns

(Suktas) and 10580 verses. In which the gods are praised.
Mantra has been given in it to invoke the deities.

58.

More than one thousand eulogies have been
included in the Rigveda, what are they called?

(a) Shruti (b) Mandal
(c) Sukta (d) Smriti
SSC JE Mechanical — 23/03/2021 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (¢) : The Rigveda is derived from the sanskrit
word Rik (praise) which means a mantra consisting of
verses sung in the praise of the deities. More than a
thousand (1028) hymns have been included in the
Rigveda, they are called 'Suktas'. Rigveda consists of 10
mandals, 8 ashtakas, 64 adhyay, 1017 original suktas,
11 balkhilya suktas, 1028 total suktas, 10582 hymns.

59. In how many Varna people were divided in
Ancient India?
(a) 2 (b) 6
(c) 4 (d 5

SSC MTS 10-10-2017 (Shift-I)

Ans : (c) The original source of the imagination of the
Chaturvarnya society is the Purushasukta described in
the 10th mandala of the Rigveda. According to which
there are four Varnas (Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya
and Shudra).

60. The Rigveda is divided into........... books or
mandals.
(a) 34 (b) 10
(c) 8 (d) 12

SSC CPO-SI 24/11/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. : (b) Rigveda is the oldest literature of the world
and the basic scriptures of Hindus. It is divided into 10
mandals .

61. The collection of vedic hymns or mantras is
called—
(a) Gyati (b) Bali
(c) Bidath (d) Samhita

SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-II)

Ans. : (d) The collection of vedic hymns or mantras is
called samhita. Samhita is a sanskrit word that may be
interpreted as "to arrange together in union". The
samhitas are the most ancient part of the vedas which
are the most ancient hindu and yogic texts. The
samhitas contain mantras, prayers, litanies and hymns

to god.

62.  All of the following are the principal deities of
the Vedic pantheon, except ..............
(a) Durga (b) Agni
(c) Indra (d) Soma

SSC CPO-SI - 09/12/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans : (a) Agni, Soma, Indra were the vedic gods, while
goddess Durga was related with Shakti religion. The
number of vedic deities is said to be 33 in which Agni,
Soma, Rudra, Indra, Prajapati, Parjanya, Dyaus, Varuna,
Mitra etc. were the chief deities. In Vedic period most
important deity was Indra followed by Varun, Agni,
Usha, Aditi, Ila, Prithvi, Arayani, Bharti and saraswati

were among the major goddesses of vedic period.
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63. The word 'Satyamev Jayate' have been derived
from which Upanishad?
(a) Akshi Upanishad
(b) Mundaka Upanishad
(¢) Garuda Upanishad
(d) Mahavakya Upanishad
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 04-09-2016, 10 am

Ans : (b) The word 'Satyamev Jayate' has been taken
from Mundakopnishad, which means 'Truth alone
triumphs'. It is inscribed on the royal emblem of India.
This very royal insignia of India is derived from the
lion pillar installed at Sarnath by the Mauryan ruler
Ashoka The Great.

64. The word 'Satyameva Jayate' on the national
emblem of India has been taken from which

Upanishad?
(a) Kena (b) Mundaka
(c) Katha (d) Prasna

SSC CHSL 17/03/2020 (Shift-IT)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question. |

65. Which of the Rig Veda’s
completely dedicated to Soma?

(a) Seventh Mandala  (b) Eighth Mandala
(c) Ninth Mandala (d) Tenth Mandala
SSC JE Civil - 24/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (¢) : The Ninth Mandal of the Rigveda is entirely
devoted to the deity Soma, while the Purusha Sukta
mentioned in the tenth mandal of the Rigveda
describes the origin of the four classes of the Varna. It
states that the Brahamanas were born from the mouth,
Kshatriyas were born from the arms, Vaishyas were
born from the thighs and Shudras were born from the
feet of the Brahma (Purusha).

66. 'Purusha Sukta'is a hymn from which Veda?

(a) Atharvaveda (b) Yajurveda

(c) Rigveda (d) Samaveda

SSC CHSL 05/08/2021 (Shift-ITI)

Ans. (¢) : Purusha Sukta is the 10th Mandal of Rig
veda that explains the origin of four varnas. The Rig
Veda is the earliest of the four Vedas and it consists of
ten mandalas or 1028 hymns. The hymns were sung in
praise of Agni, Indra, Mitra, Varuna and other Gods.
Rig Veda contains about 250 hymns in praise of Indra.
The universally famous Gayatri mantra (Savitri) is
also found in Rig-Veda.

M Emergence of Mahajanapadas

67. The ancient city of Champa is believed to be

Mandala is

the capital of Mahajanapada.
(a) Anga (b) Kashi
(c) Matsya (d) Vajji

SSC CGL 21/04/2022 (Shift-II)

Ans. (a) The ancient city of Champa is believed to be
the capital of Anga Mahajanapada.

68. How many great powers (Mahajanpadas)
existed in the 7th and early 6th centuries BC,
during the life time of Lord Gautam Buddha?

(a 11 (b) 13
() 17 (d) 16
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-II)
Ans : (d) In the Sixth and Seventh century BCE, 16
Monarchical Kingdoms (Mahajanapadas) existed.
Mahajanapadas Capital
1. Anga Champa.
2. Magadh Girivraja/Rajgir
3. Kashi Varanasi
4. Vatsa Kausambi
5. Kosala Shravasti
6. Saurasena Mathura
7. Panchala Ahichchatra and Kampilya
8. Kuru Indraprastha
9. Matsya Viratnagar
10. Chedi Satthowati
11. Avanti Ujjain/Mahismati
12. Gandhara Taxila
13. Kamboja Poonch
14. Malla Kusinara
15. Asmaka Potali/Potana
16. Vajji Vaishali
69. Rulers of Mahajanapadas in ancient India
collected a tax called 'Bhaga’' fromthe ___ in

their region.
(a) farmers
(b) herders
(c) crafts persons
(d) hunters and gatherers
SSC MTS 06/10/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (a) : Rulers of Mahajanapadas in ancient India

collected a tax called 'Bhaga' from the farmers in their

region.

70.  Which of the following is NOT one of the
monarchical states that existed in the 7th and
6th centuries?

(a) Magadha (b) Vaishali
(c) Avanti (d) Kosala
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans : (b) Vaishali was not among the 16 monarchical
states (Mahajanapadas) that existed in India in the sixth
and Seventh centuries BC. Vaishali was the capital of
Vajji Mahajanapada at that time.

71. Taxila was capital of which among the 16

Mahajanapadas?
(a) Kosala (b) Kuru
(c) Vajji (d) Gandhara

SSC JE Civil - 23/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : 16 Mahajanapadas are mentioned in the
Buddhist scriptures 'Anguttara Nikaya' and Jain texts
'Bhagwati Sutra'. Gandhara's capital was Taxila.
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72.  Which Buddhist scripture describes about 16

Mahajanapadas?

(a) Digha Nikaya (b) Sutta Pitaka

(c) Anguttara Nikaya (d) Vinaya Pitaka

SSC JE Civil - 22/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question. |
73. Initially, Rajagriha, the Prakit name for

present day Rajgir in ___ , was the capital of

Magadha.

(a) Bengal (b) Odisha

(c) Punjab (d) Bihar

(SSC J.E. 03.03.17, 10:00 am)

Ans : (d) Rajagriha (Giribraj) the capital of the ancient
Magadha empire was located in Bihar. Magadha empire
included the modern day area of Patna, Gaya and
Sahabad of Bihar. The emergence of Magadha empire
as one of the Sixteen Mahajanapadas coincided with the
rule of the Haryanka Dynasty. After this the Shishunaga
Dynasty and the Nanda Dynasty ruled. Among the
powerful rulers of Magadha were Bimbisara,
Ajatshatru, Udayin, Kalashoka and Mahapadmananda.

<A Emergence of Magadh

74.

King Ajatashatru was a ruler of the__ dynasty.
(a) Haryanka (b) Mauryan
(c) Shishunaga (d) Nanda

SSC CGL 18/04/2022 (Shift-I)
Ans. (a) King Ajatashatru was a ruler of the Haryanka
dynasty.

75. Bimbisara was the king of which dynasty?
(a) Haryanka (b) Maurya
(c) Shunga (d) Nanda
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 23.01.17, 1:15 pm)
Ans : (a) Bimbisara (544 BCE-492 BCE) also called

"Shronika" founded the Haryanka dynasty in Magadha.
He expanded his kingdom by conquering the Anga
Kingdom and this very expansion also became the base
for the expansion of the Mauryan empire. Bimbisara
greatly enhanced the fame and honour of Magadha
through matrimonial treaties and victories. One of his
queen was the sister of Koshal king Prasenjit.

Mauryan Dynasty— The Maurya dynasty (322-185
BCE) was a powerful and great dynasty of ancient India
and ruled India for 138 years. The credit of its
establishment goes to Chandragupta Maurya with the
help of his mentor Kautilya/Chanakya.

Sunga Dynasty-The Sunga dynasty was a ruling
dynasty of ancient India that ruled after the Mauryan
dynasty. It ruled in Northern India from 185-149 BCE.

Nanda Dynasty was a dynasty of ancient India that
ruled over a vast area of Northern India from 345-321
BCE.

76.  The first ruler of Magadha from the Haryanka
dynasty was
(a) Bimbisara (b) Ashoka

(c) Prasenajit (d) Ajatshatru

SSC CGL (Tier-I)-2019 — 03/03/2020 (Shift-III)

Ans. (a) : The Magadha Empire encompasses the rule
of three dynasties over the passage of time; Haryanka
dynasty, Shishunaga dynasty & Nanda dynasty. The
first important & powerful dynasty in Magadha was
the Haryanka dynasty. Bimbisara was the first ruler &
founder of Haryanka dynasty. The capital of the
Kingdom was Rajagriha. Nagadasaka was the last
ruler of this dynastry.

77. Ajatashatru was the son of
(a) Brahmadatta (b) Bindusara
(c) Bimbisara (d) Chetaka
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 01.02.17, 10 am)

Ans : (¢) Ajatshatru was the son of Bimbisara the royal
ruler of Magadha and the great ruler of the Haryanka
Dynasty. He gained the kingdom by killing his father.
Ajatshatru established a vast empire by conquering the
mahajanpadas Anga, Licchavi, Vajji, Kosala and Kashi in
his kingdom. Buddha's Mahaparinirvana was the most
important event of his reign. He held the title of "Kunika"

78.

Ajatashatru, a ruler of the Haryanka Dynasty,
was the son of

(a) Anurudha (b) Udayin

(c) Bimbisara (d) Naga-Dasak

SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 03/03/2020 (Shift-II)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of above question. |
79.

The famous physician Jeevaka was appointed
in the court of:

(a) Krishnadeva Raya
(c) Ashoka

(b) Bimbisara
(d) Samudragupta
SSC CPO-SI - 11/12/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (b) : The Famous Physician Jivaka was a royal
Physician of king Bimbisara court. In service of
Mahatma Buddha, Bimbisara sent his royal physician
"Jivaka". Apart from this, even when king Pradyot of
Avanti was suffering from Pandu (Jaundice) disease,
Bimbisara sent his royal physician to his service.

80.

Who was called “Agrammes” or “Xandrames”
by the Greek writers?

(a) Ajatashatru (b) Kalashoka
(c) Mahapadma Nanda (d) Dhananand
SSC JE Civil - 27/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : Dhanananda was the last ruler of the Nanda
dynasty. The greek writers called him Agrammes or
"Xandrames'. It was during his reign that Alexander
invaded. It is known that the Nanda dynasty was founded
by Mahapadma Nanda (344 to 323 BCE). In the puranas
it has been called Sarvakshatrantaka (Destroyer of
Kshatriyas) and Bhargava (incarnation of the second
Parashurama). He was the most powerful ruler of the
Magadha empire who conquered Kalinga for the first
time and also constructed a canal there which is
mentioned in Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharvel.
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81. Who was the founder of Nanda Dynasty?
(a) Dhana Nanda (b) Mahendra

(¢) Mahapadma Nand (d) Gaja Nanda

SSC JE Civil - 24/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) Nanda dynasty was founded by
Mahapadmanand. He held the title of "Ekarat" and
"Ekachhatra". It is known that Mahapadma Nanda's
son Dhananand was a contemporary of Alexander.
Chandragupta Maurya established the Maurya dynasty
by killing the last ruler Dhanananda of Nanda dynasty.

82.
the Nanda dynasty?

(a) Dhanananda
(c) Govishanaka

(b) Panduka
(d) Kaivarta

SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 03/03/2020 (Shift-II)

Who among the following was the last ruler of

| Ans. (a) : See the explanation of the above question. |

83.
rule the Magadha Empire?

(a) Nanda (b) Haryanka
(¢) Gupta (d) Shisunaga

SSC JE Mechanical - 25/09/2019 (Shift-1T)

Which among the following dynasties did not

Ans. (¢) : The Magadha empire originated from the
sixth century BCE to the fourth century BCE.
Magadha is one of the most powerful and prosperous
states in North India. The founders of Magadha empire
were Jarasandha and Brihadratha. Its development
started during the time of the Mauryan dynasty. It
expanded during the 'Shishunaga' and 'Nanda' dynasty
and finally reached the highest level of the Magadha
empire during the reign of the Maurya. The Magadha
empire was never ruled by the Gupta dynasty.

84.
to the Magadha empire?

(a) Bimbisara

(b) Ajatashatru

(¢) Rajadhiraja

(d) Mahapadma Nanda

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 23.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Which of the following Kings does not belong

Ans : (¢)
King Their Empire
1. Bimbisara (544-492 BCE) - Magadh
2. Ajatshatru (492460 BCE) - Magadh
3. Mahapadam Nanda — Magadh
(344 BCE approx)
4. Rajadhiraja (985-1015 AD) - Chola
85. While Magadha was a powerful
Mahajanapada, Vajji, with its capital at

Vaishali (Bihar), was under a different form of

government known as:
(a) Loktantra
(c) Panchayati

(b) Gana or Sangha
(d) Samajwad

SSC CPO-SI - 13/12/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans : (b) While Magadha became a powerful kingdom,
Vajji with its capital at Vaishali (Bihar) was under
different form of government, known as Gana or
Sangha. In a Gana or Sangha there were not one, but
many rulers. Sometimes, even when thousands men
ruled together, each one was known as Raja.

86.

In the 4th century BCE, the capital of
Magadha was shifted to .

(a) Mathura (b) Pataliputra
(c) Varanasi (d) Panipat
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : The old name of Patna, the capital of Bihar,
was Pataliputra. Emperor Ajatashatru's successor
Udayin shifted his capital from Rajagriha to
Pataliputra and later Chandragupta Maurya established
an empire here and made his capital. Due to which
Pataliputra became the center of power. Faxian gave a
vivid description of it in his travelogue and
Megasthenes gave the first written description of the
city of Pataliputra.

87.

Kalinga’s King Kharvela was associated with
which of the following dynasty?

(a) Mahameghavahana dynasty
(b) Haryaka dynasty
(c) Rath-Bhojak dynasty
(d) Satvahana dynasty
SSC JE Civil - 29/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (a) : Most part of the present state of Odisha was
known as Kalinga. In the ancient times Kharvel was
the ruler of the Mahameghavahana dynasty. It was
ruled by Kalinga King Kharavel who was a patron of
Jainism as in the Hathigumpha inscription. The name
of Kharavel's dynasty is also Chedi, The inscription
mentions Mahapadmananda the ruler of the Nanda
dynasty has constructed a canal in Kalinga.

88.

Which was the first empire in ancient India
to use elephants in its war on a large scale?
(a) Shunga (b) Chola
(c) Kushans (d) Magadha
SSC CHSL 05/08/2021 (Shift-II)

Ans. (d) : Magadha Kingdom was the first ancient
kingdom to use elephants in the war. King Bimbisara
(C. 544-C.492 BCE), who began the expansion of the
Magadhan Kingdom, relied heavily on his war
elephants. Chandragupta Maurya (321-297 BCE), had
about 9000 elephants.

89.

(Ml Jainism/Buddhism/
Vaishnavism/ Shaivism

(JW Jainism

In which Indian Religion, there are 24

Tirthankaras?
(a) Jainism (b) Buddhism
(c¢) Hinduism (d) Sikhism
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.02.17, 10 am)
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Ans : (a) There are 24 Tirthankaras in Jainism. The
first among them was Risabhdeva and the 24th and the
last tirthankar was Mahavir Swami. The tirthankara was
the tittle of its founder and Jitendriya and enlightened
Mahatmas in Jainism. Mahavir is believed to be the real
founder of Jainism. The historicity of the preceding
Tirthankaras is doubtful except for the 23rd Tirthankara
Parshvanath. The period of Parshvanath is considered
as 250 BCE before Mahavir Swami. His followers are
called as Nirgranth. Jainism believes in rebirth and
Karmwad (Karmism). According to him Karma is the
cause of birth and death. In Jainism 'Sanlekhna' means
to sacrifice the body by fasting.

90. Who was the first Tirthankara of Jainism
(a) Mahavira Swami (b) Ajitnath
(c) Rishabhadeva (d) Parshwanath
SSC JE Civil - 27/01/2018 (Shift-1I)
| Ans. (c) : See the explanation of above question. |

91. Which of the following religious groups
annually celebrates the 'Paryushan Parva' for
self purification and uplift by adhering of the
ten universal virtues in practical life ?

(a) Parsis (b) Hindus

(c) Sikhs (d) Jains
SSC CPO-SI - 13/12/2019 (Shift-1T)
Ans : (d) Paryushan is the main festival of Jainism.
Basic purpose of the festival is to purify the soul and
concentrate on the necessary genres. The people of this

community follow the qualities of forgiveness,
defecation, truth, penance, renunciation and celibacy.

92.

Lord Mahavira was born in present state of
(a) Punjab (b) Gujarat
(c) Maharashtra (d) Bihar

SSC JE Electrical 10.12.2020 (Shift-1T)
Ans (d) : Mahavira Swami was considered as the 24™
& last Tirthankara of Jainism. He was born in 540 BCE
at Kundagrama near Vaishali. His father name was
Siddhartha and mother name was Trishala. He was
married to Yashoda & had a daughter Priyadarshana.
He died at Pavapuri in 468 BCE.

93. Santhara is a religious ritual of.... community.

(a) Sikhs (b) Jews
(c) Jain (d) Buddhists
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.02.17, 1:15 pm)
Ans : (¢) Santhara also known as Samlehna or

Sallekhana, is a supplementary vow to the ethical code
of conduct of Jainism. It is the religious practice of
voluntarily fasting unto death by gradually reducing the
intake of food & liquid. Santhara is a religious ritual of
Shwetambara Jain. Whereas Digambara Jain call it
Sallekhana.

94. With which religion is Kaivalya associated?
(a) Buddhism (b) Jainism
(c¢) Hinduism (d) Sikhism

Ans : (b) Kaivalya is related to Jainism. In Jainism
attaining enlightenment is called Kaivalya. The 24" &
last Tirthankara, Mahavira Swami had abandoned the
worldly life at the age of 30 & attained 'Kaivalya' at the
age of 42. He had attainted the Kaivalya at Jrimbhika
village under a Sal tree. There after he was called

Mahavira, Jina, Jitendriya, Nigrantha and Kevalin.

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 07-09-2016, 10 am

95. A collective term used by the Jains for their
sacred books is
(a) Prabandhas (b) Angas
(c) Nibandhas (d) Charits
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 10-09-2016, 10 am
Ans : (b) The Jains collectively call their sacred texts
'Anga’ which contain the teaching of Mahavira. Jainism
texts are written in semi Magadhi-Prakrit language.
Some texts have also been composed in apbhransh. The
fundamental principles given by Mahavira Swami the
24th Tirthankar of Jainism are compiled in 14 ancient
texts. These texts have been called purva/purva
Kalpasutra an important scripture of Jainism, which is
written in Sanskrit language.
96. The renowned Temple at Ranakpur is a__ Temple.
(a) Shiva (b) Jain
(c) Krishna (d) Ram
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.01.17, 4:15 pm)
Ans : (b) Ranakpur is located in Rajasthan and is one
of the major pilgrimage centres of Jainism. This place is
famous for beautifully carved ancient Jain temples. This
temple was built during the reign of Rana Kumbha in

the 15th century. The main temple of this place is
dedicated to the first Jain tirthankara Rishbhanatha.

97. Name the holy city recognized as the birthplace
of the first and fourth Jain Tirthankaras.
(a) Varanasi (b) Dwaraka
(c) Ayodhya (d) Gaya
SSC CHSL 26/10/2020 (Shift-T)
Ans. (¢) : Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh) was the birth

place of Rishabhdeva, the first Tirthankara of Jainism
and Abhinandannath, the fourth Tirthankara.
98. According to the Jain Philosophy, the term
'Jina' means
(a) lord (b) the conqueror
(c) free from fetters (d) worthy
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 07/03/2020 (Shift-III)
Ans. (b) : Jina is a Sanskrit term used in Jainism which
means "a liberated great teacher or the conqueror (victor).
The term Jina has been adopted to denote those who have

conquered their enemies. Jainism believes that our
enemies are desires that reside within us.

99. Teachings of Mahavira, which were written
about 1500 years ago, are currently present at
which place?

(a) Mumbai, Maharashtra
(b) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
(c) Valabhi, Gujarat
(d) Kolkata, West Bengal
SSC MTS 7-10-2017 (Shift-I)
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Ans. (¢) : The teachings of Mahavira and his
followers were transmitted orally for several centuries.
They were written down in the form in which they are
presently available at a place called Valabhi, in
Gujarat, about 1500 years ago.

100.

In which of the following states are the Son
Bhandar Caves located?
(a) Odisha (b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Assam (d) Bihar

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift IT)
Ans. (d) : The Son Bhandar Caves are located in
Rajgir, Bihar. Son Bhandar Caves, classically is a set
of two artificial cave structures located in the foothills
on the Vaibhar Hills, dating back to 3" or 4™ century
BC These caves belong to the Jains.

(1}] Buddhism

101.

The place of Gautama Buddha’s birth was a
grove known as

(a) Kavus (b) Lumbini
(c) Mangar Bani (d) Mawphlang
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 16/08/2021 (Shift IT)

Ans. (b) : The place of Buddha's birth was Lumbini. It
has been also mentioned in the Paderia Inscription of
Ashoka. Buddha was also known as Tathagat and
Light of Asia. He died at Kushinara. He laid the
foundation of Buddhism.

102. At which of the following places did Lord
Buddha attain enlightenment?

(a) Rajgir (b) Sarnath
(c) Bodh Gaya (d) Vaishali
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift III)

Ans. (¢) : Lord Buddha attained enlightenment at
Bodh Gaya at the age of 35, on Vaishakha Purnima.
The real name of Gautama Buddha was Siddhartha
Gautama. He delivered his first sermon at Sarnath
(Rishipatana) in Varanasi. The second Buddhist
Council took place at Vaishali approximately one
hundred years after the Buddha's parinirvana. Rajgir or
Rajgriha was associated with the first Buddhist
Council. It was also the ancient capital city of
Magadha.

103. To which Ganarajya Gautam Buddha
belonged?
(a) Shibi (b) Sakya
(c) Saurasena (d) Shabara

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 10-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (b) Gautama Buddha was a resident of Shakya
Republic. The Shakya Republic was located in the
North eastern part of Uttar Pradesh and the lowland part
of Nepal. In the Buddhist period Kapilvastu was its
capital. The father of Gautama Buddha, Shuddhodana
was the chief of the Shakya republic.

104. Which Buddhist Council was held soon after

the death of Gautam Buddha?

(a) Fourth (b) Third

(c) Second (d) First

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.02.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (d) First Buddhist Council was held soon after
Mabhaparinirvana of Gautama Buddha around 483BC
under the patronage of king Ajatshatru. It was presided
over by Mahakshayapa and was held in Saptparni Cave
at Rajgriha.

105. In which city was the third Buddhist Council held?
(a) Taxila (b) Rangoon
(c) Pataliputra (d) Shravasti
SSC CPO-SI - 13/12/2019 (Shift-1I)
Ans : (¢)
Buddhist | Patron Venue Chairman Year
Council
First Ajatashatru | Rajgriha | Mahakashyapa |483
BC
Second |Kalashoka | Vaishali Sabakami 383
BC
Third Ashoka Patliputra | Moggaliputta- |250
Tissa BC
Fourth Kanishka | Kundalban | Vasumitra 72
(Kashmir) AD

106. One of the major events of Ashoka’s reign was
the convening of the Buddhist Sangha
(council) in 250 BCE in the capital Pataliputra.

(a) Third (b) Fourth
(c) Second (d) First
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 2308/2021 (Shift I)
| Ans. (a): See the explanation of above question. ‘

107.

In which language did most Buddhist texts
were written?

(a) Sanskrit
(c) Prakrit

(b) Magadhi
(d) Pali
SSC JE Civil - 29/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : Pali literature is primarily a collection of the
teachings of Lord Buddha. Most texts of Buddhism
were written in Pali language.

108. Buddhism was divided into Mahayana and
Hinayana during the reign of which of the
following rulers?

(a) Kanishka
(c) Ashoka

(b) Chandragupta I1
(d) None of these
SSC JE Civil - 25/01/2018 (Shift-IT)

Ans. (a) : During the reign of Kanishka the ruler of the
Kushan dynasty the fourth Buddhist Council was held at
Kundalvan in Kashmir. It was headed by Vasumitra and
its Vice President was Ashvaghosh. Buddhism, in this
committee was divided into two sects Hinayana and
Mahayana. It is known that the followers who accepted
the original objectives of Buddha without any change
were called Hinyani. Those who changed the rigid and
traditional rules of Buddism were called Mahayani.
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109. The term ‘Stupa’ is associated with which of
the following event of Gautam Buddha’s life?

(a) Death (b) First Sermon
(c) Birth (d) Renunciation
SSC JE Civil - 23/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (a) : The term stupa is associated with the death
event of Gautam Buddha. In Stupas the relics related
with Gautam Buddha's life is kept such as teeth, ashes,
and religious objects. Therefore the Stupa is related to
death of Buddha. It is known that Buddha died in
Kushinara in 483 BC in 80 year while at the age of 29
he gave up his home and abondoned the world it is
called Mahabhinishkramana'.

110. 'Which of the following is a part of Sutta Pitaka?
(a) Dhammsangani (b) Manusmriti
(c) Deepwansh (d) Majhim Nikaya
SSC CPO-SI 25/11/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : The most important sources of Buddhism
are Tripitakas. Tripitakas are written in Pali language.
They are:— (i) Sutta Pitaka (ii) Vinaya Pitaka & (iii)
Abhidhamma Pitaka.

The Vinay Pitaka consist of rules of conduct &
discipline applicable to the monastic life of monks &
nuns.

Sutta Pitaka consist of the main teaching or Dhamma
of Buddha. It is divided into 5 Nikayas :— Digha
Nikaya, Majjhima Nikayam, Samyutta Nikaya,
Anguttara Nikaya & Khuddaka Nikaya. The
Abhidamma Pitaka is a Philosophical analysis and
systematization of the teaching of Monks.

111. ‘Tripitakas’ are sacred books of.............
(a) Hindus (b) Jains
(c) Parsis (d) Buddhists

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 06-09-2016, 10 am
SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-I)

| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question.

112. Gautam Buddha's teachings are found mainly in:
(a) Abhidhamma Pitaka (b) Sutta Pitaka
(c) Vinaya Pitaka (d) Tisarana
SSC JE Civil —23/03/2021 (Shift-I)

| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question.

113. Tripitakas are sacred books of
(a) Sikhs (b) Jews
(c) Buddhists (d) Muslims
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 24.01.17, 10 am)

114. From which monument, Gautama Buddha
propagated his divine knowledge of Buddhism
to the world?

(a) Humayun’s Tomb
(b) Mahabodhi Temple Complex
(¢) Qutub Minar
(d) Red Fort Complex
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 17.01.17, 4:15 pm)

|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question.

Ans : (b) Mahabodhi temple group or Mahabodhi
Vihar is a famous Buddhist Vihara located in Bodh
Gaya. Lord Buddha attained enlightenment here and
spread his divine knowledge in the world. The Bodhi
tree mentioned in the Jataka tales is also present here.
This was built by Mauryan ruler Ashoka. It was
declared as World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2002.

115. The language in which Buddha preached?
(a) Hindi (b) Urdu
(c) Pali (d) Hebrew
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 15.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (¢) Lord Buddha gave his sermons in Pali
language. It was the official language along with the
language of the educated community. This language
was originally in Magadhi language.

116. Which of the following stupas is not located in
the state Uttar Pradesh ?

(a) Bharhut (b) Chaukhandi
(c) Dhamekh (d) Rambhar
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-II)

Ans. : (a) Chaukhandi, Dhamek, Rambhar Stupa sites
are located in Uttar Pradesh. Whereas Bharhut Stupa site
is located in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh. It was
discovered in 1873-74 by Alexander Cunningham, the
father of Indian archaeology. Bharhut Stupa was situated
at one end of the central province of Magadha Empire.
Historians and archaeologists believe that the place
where this stupa is situated was an important center of
the major highway of that era.

117. Which of the following is related with the
architecture of Buddhist stupas ?
(a) Gopuram (b) Hermica
(¢) Mandapam (d) Garbhagriha
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-II)

Ans. : (b) Harmika is related to the architecture of the
Buddhist stupa. The balcony-like structure built over
the anda (egg like structure) was a symbol of the
abode of God. It was called Harmika. In it were kept
the relics of Buddhist or other Bodhisattvas. The
gopuram or gopura (also known as the aviation) is a
monumental attallika, often decorated with sculptures
and located mostly at the entrance of the temples of
South India.

118. The Mahayana text belongs to which religion?
(a) Jainism (b) Sikhism
(c) Buddhsim (d) None of these
SSC MTS 10-10-2017 (Shift-IT)
Ans. (c) : Gautama Buddha was the founder of
Buddhism, he was born in 563 BC at a place called
Lumbini in Kapilvastu. His childhood name was
Siddhartha. After the Fourth Buddhist Council held at

Kundalvana, Buddhism was divided into two major
sect:- Hinayana and Mahayana.

119. Which is the most important work of the
Hinayana school?
(a) Panchatantra
(c) Ashtadhyayi

(b) Mahavastu
(d) Zend Avesta
SSC MTS 10-10-2017 (Shift-I)
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Ans : (b) Mahavastu is an important Buddhist text,
which is an early biography of Lord Buddha. The
history of the sixth century BC has been presented.
The main objective of the Hinayana school is to teach
on the basis of 'Mahavastu'.
120. Which of the following sites is asociated with

the birth of Gautama Buddha ?

(a) Sarnath (b) Lumbini

(c) Kushinagar (d) Bodh Gaya

SSC MTS 08/08/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : Buddha was born around 563 BCE in a
small kingdom just below the Himalayan foothills in
Lumbini (present day in Nepal). His father was a chief
of Shakya clan. His mother name was Maya Devi and

at the age of 16 he was married to Yashodhara. At the
age of 80 he died in Kushinagar.

121. The concept of 'The Four Noble Truths'
belongs to which of the following religions ?
(a) Jainism (b) Sikhism
(¢) Hinduism (d) Buddhism

SSC MTS 06/08/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans. (d) : 'The concept of Four Noble Truths is related

to Buddhism. Following are the four noble truths:-

there is suffering in life, cause of sorrow, there is relief
from sorrow & there is a way to get rid of sorrow.

122. The Buddhist sites Vaishali and Nalanda are
situated in which of the following states ?

(a) Telangana (b) Bihar
(c) Odisha (d) Chhattisgarh
SSC CHSL 19/10/2020 (Shift-T)

Ans. (b) : The Buddhist Sites Vaishali & Nalanda are

situated in Bihar. Vaishali is an important Buddhist

pilgrim site as Lord Buddha spent 5 years of his life
here before announcing his Mahaparinirvana. He also
delivered his last sermon here.

Nalanda was an acclaimed Mahavihara, a large Buddhist

monastery in ancient kingdom of Magadha. It was a

centre of learning from 5th century CE to 1200 CE.

123. Ashta Mahasthan refers to eight important
places associated with the life of Buddha.
Which of the following is not one of them?

(a) Lumbini (b) Sarnath
(c) Raigarh (d) Bodhgaya
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-T)

Ans. (c¢) Ashta Mahasthanas are eight great holy places

associated with the life of Gautam Buddha. Lumbini,

Gaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar, Shravasti, Sankasya,

Rajagriha and Vaishali were known as Ashta

Mabhasthan in Buddhist texts. Hence, out of the given

options, Raigarh is not related to Ashta Mahasthana.

124. During the reign of Kanishka, which of the

following places was chosen as the venue of the
fourth Buddhist Council?
(a) Taxila (b) Vaisali
(c) Pataliputra (d) Kashmir
SSC JE Electrical -26/09/2019 (Shift-1)

Ans. (d) : During the reign of Kanishka, Kundalvan in
Kashmir was the place choosen as the venue of the
fourth Buddhist Council.

125. At which of the following places did Lord
Buddha gave his first sermon on the Four
Noble Truths?

(a) Lumbini (b) Sarnath
(c) Bodh Gaya (d) Rajgir
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift I)
Ans.(b): Gautam Buddha, a Shakya prince delivered

his first sermon at Sarnath, near Varanasi. Buddha
taught four noble truths:

e The world is full of suffering.
e The main cause of suffering is desire.

e To overcome the suffering one must give desire.

¢ One will attain nirvana if disires are given up.

The first sermon is called Dhamm Chakraparvatan.
The Buddhist literature includes Jataka tales and
Tripitaka that were written in Pali.

126. Who among the following was NOT a Nayanar

saint?
(a) Sambandar (b) Sundarar
(c) Andal (d) Appar

SSC CHSL 13/04/2021 (Shift-IIT)

Ans. (¢) : Andal was not a Nayanar Saint. The
Nayanars was the Tamil Poet-Saints who played a key
role in propagating the Bhakti Movements in Southern
India during the 5™ -10™ centuries. The Nayanars were
a group of 63 Saints devoted to Lord Shiva who lived
during the 6™ to 8" centuries CE. The name of the
Nayanars were first compiled by Sundarar.

Sundarar-Sundarar means "the lovely, handsome
one". He was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. Sundarar
was born in Tirunavalur.

Sambandar—-He was a Saiva poet Saint of Tamil
Nadu. He was a contemporary of Appar, another Saiva
poetsaint.

127. ......... is a depiction of the Hindu God Shiva as
the cosmic dancer who performs his divine
dance called Tandavam.

(a) Murugan (b) Nataraja
(c) Vishnu (d) Venkateshwar
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 30.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (b) Nataraja is the depiction of the Hindu God
Shiva as the cosmic dancer who performs his divine
dance to destroy a weary universe to make way for the
process of creation. In Hindu mythology, Shiva as
Nataraja appears at the end of one cosmic cycle and the
beginning of the text, and is thus associated with both
creation and destruction. In his hands he holds both the
destructive fire and the double-sided drum, the sound
from which summons up new creation. Nataraja is
derived from the Sanskrit words Nartarajan "lord of
dance". The sculpture is usually made in bronze.
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128. Which god despite being the creator god among
the Trimurti, is rarely worshiped today?

(a) Surya (b) Brahma
(c) Chandra (d) Vayu
(SSC J.E. 03.03.17, 10:00 am)

133. A type of court called 'Kantakasodhana' was

prevalent in the Empire.
(a) Rashtrakuta (b) Kushana
(c) Mauryan (d) Chola

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift I)

Ans : (b) The worship of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh
(Shankar) began in the Gupta period under trimurti.
Vishnu and Shiva worship is particularly prevalent in
the society at present time but the worship of Brahma is
neglected. The temple of Brahma is located in Pushkar
Rajasthan.

Ans.(c) : Kantakasodhana literally means "removal of
the thorns", is used with reference to criminal justice.
The main objective of Kantakasodhana was to allow
people to live in peace and abide by the laws as
envisaged in Dhamasastra. In Arthashastra, Kautilya
mentions the cases that are subject to Kantakasodhana.

129. In parts of South India, Lord Vishnu is also
known as Lord ___ .
(a) Bhairava (b) Rudra
(c) Pashupati (d) Venkateshwara

Ans : (d) Venkateswara Temple at Tirumala Tirupati of
Andhra Pradesh is dedicated to Lord Shri
Venkateswara. The temple is the richest temple in the
world and most famous incarnation of Lord Vishnu in
South India. Lord Vishnu is one of the principal deities
of Hindu trinity and the preserver. God Vishnu is also
known as Narayana, Jagannath, Venkateswara,
Ranganatha, Padmanabhaswamy, Vasudeva, Vithoba,
and Hari. There are various Avatars of Lord Vishnu,
Dashavatara of Vishnu are Matsya, Kurma, Varaha,
Narasimha, Vamana, Parashurama, Rama, Krishna,
Buddha and Kalki.

g8l Mauryan Empire

130. Chandragupta Maurya overthrew the power of
the at Magadha with the aid of Kautilya and
founded a glorious Mauryan empire in 322 BC.
(a) Kurus (b) Mallas
(c) Panchalas (d) Nandas

SSC CGL 21/04/2022 (Shift-III)

Ans. (d) Chandragupta Maurya overthrew the power of]

the Nandas at Magadha with the aid of Kautilya and
founded a glorious Mauryan empire in 322 BC.

131. Which of the following Mauryan rulers did
Seleucus fight against in the Seleucid—
Mauryan War?

(a) Chandragupta Maurya(b) Samprati
(c) Ashoka (d) Dasharatha
SSC CGL 20/04/2022 (Shift-III)

Ans. (a) Chandragupta Maurya of Mauryan dynasty
defeated Seleucus Nicator in Selecucid-Mauryan war.

132. Who among the following kings founded the
Maurya empire in ancient India?
(a) Ashoka (b) Chandragupata
(c) Bindusara (d) Dasaratha
SSC CHSL 19/04/2021 (Shift-III)
Ans. (b) : Chandragupta was the founder of Mauryan
empire in Ancient India. Mauryan empire came into

existence when Chandragupta Maurya stepped into the
vaccum created by Alexander of Macedon's departure

from the western borders of India.

134. Chandragupta led a revolt against the
and overthrew them.

(a) Nandas (b) Kushanas
(c) Shishunagas (d) Haryankas
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 18/08/2021 (Shift I)

Ans. (a) : Chandragupta led a revolt against the
Nandas and overthrew them. Chandragupta Maurya,
also known as Sandrocottus and Androcottus in Greek
and Latin accounts. He was the founder of the
Mauryan Empire. Chandragupta born in 340 BC and
died in 297 BC in Shravanabelagola, Karnataka.

135. According to Ashokan edicts, how many years
after becoming the king did Ashoka wage war
on Kalinga?

(a) Seven (b) Five
(c) Eight (d) Six
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 2308/2021 (Shift I)

Ans. (¢) : According to Ashoka's Major Rock Edict 13,
he conquered Kalinga 8 years after he ascended the
throne. Ashoka invaded Kalinga in 261 B.C. When
Ashoka attacked Kalinga, at that time Anantha
Padmanabha was the ruler of Kalinga.

136. Ashokan Minor Rock Edicts are found in
different parts of India. Which of the following
is NOT a find spot of Ashokan Minor Rock
Edicts in Karnataka?
(a) Brahmagiri
(¢) Rupnath

(b) Gavimath
(d) Maski
SSC CGL 21/04/2022 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) Rupanath is not a find spot of Ashokan Minor
Rock Edicts in Karnataka.

137. The lake in Gujarat was an artificial
reservoir built during the rule of the Mauryas.

(a) Pushkar (b) Lonar
(c) Loktak (d) Sudarshana
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : Sudarshana lake is located in the Girnar
region of Gujarat. This lake was built by the governor
Pushyagupta Vaishya appointed in Girinar on the
orders of Chandragupta Maurya, the founder of the
Maurya dynasty. Emperor Ashoka's Mahamatya
'"Tushasp' has strengthened this lake by getting it
reconstructed. In later times Skandagupta spent money
generously and got a dam constructed on this lake. The
Junagadh inscription mentions the reconstruction of
the Sudarshan lake by the Saka ruler Rudradaman.
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138. Ashoka, arguably the most famous ruler of
early India, conquered__, present-day coastal

Odisha.
(a) Pataliputra (b) Prayaga
(c) Taxila (d) Kalinga
(SSC J.E. 02.03.17, 2:45 pm)
Ans : (d) After becoming the ruler emperor Ashoka

fought the only battle with Kalinga. Kalinga is
presently situated on the eastern coast of Mahanadi and
Godavari whose maximum area falls under Odisha.
This battle is mentioned in the 13th inscription. Kalinga
war took place in 261 B.C, eight year after the
coronation of Ashoka. Ashoka was moved by the
horrific bloodshed and heart rendering scenes. In place
of victory policy or Vijay Ghosh, Ashoka adopted the
policy of Dhamma Vijay and made a Dhamma Ghosh.

139. Kalinga War was fought in the year.........
(a) 1604 BC (b) 261 BC
(¢) 731 AD (d) 1113 AD

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 20.01.17, 10 am)
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 27.01.17, 10 am)

| Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question. |

140. Who among the following published a set of
Ashokan inscriptions in the year 1877?

(a) DC Sircar

(b) Alexander Cunningham

(c) MS Vats

(d) Colin Mackenzie

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift IT)

Ans. (b) : Alexander Cunningham published a set of
Ashokan inscription in the year 1877. Ashoka built 7
major pillar edicts. These were found at Topra (Delhi),
Meerut, Kausambhi, Rampurva, Champaran and

Mehrauli. The list of these 7 major pillar edicts is as
follows-

Pillar I - Principles of protection of people.

Pillar II - Defines Dhamma.

Pillar I1I - Abolishes sins of harshness, anger, cruelty, etc.
Pillar IV - Deals with responsibilities and functions of]
Rajukas.

Pillar V - List of animal and birds which should not be
killed on certain days.

Pillar VI - Dhamma Policy of the state.

Pillar VII - Work done by Ashoka for Dhamma
Tourance for all sects.

141.

The capital of the Mauryan Kingdom was
located at ...............
(a) Patliputra (b) Vaishali
(¢) Lumbini (d) Gaya

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 04-09-2016, 4:15 pm
Ans : (a) The establishment of the Mauryan Dynasty
(322-185 BC) is attributed to Chandragupta Maurya
and his mentor Kautilya, who defeated the emperor

Dhanananda of the Nanda dynasty. Chandragupta chose
Patliputra (near present day Patna city) as his capital.

142. Who founded the Mauryan Empire
defeating Dhanananda?

(a) Kunal
(c) Chandragupta

by

(b) Ashok

(d) Bindusara
SSC GD 03/03/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans. (¢) : In 321 BC, Chandragupta Maurya with the
help of Chanakya/Kautilya (author of Arthashastra)

founded the Mauryan dynasty after overthrowing the
last ruler of Nanda dynasty, Dhanananda.

143. Of the foreign travellers mentioned in the
options below, who was the earliest to visit
India?

(a) Xuan Zang (b) I-tsing
(c) Megasthenes (d) FaXian
SSC JE Electrical 28.10.2020 (Shift-I)

Ans (c¢) : Megasthenes was the first foreign traveller to
visit India. Megasthenes was an ambassador of Greek
ruler Seleucus Nicator who came to the court of
Chandragupta. He has written about Mauryan society
and culture in his book 'Indica’.

144. Which Mauryan ruler became a follower of
Buddhism ?

(a) Brihadratha (b) Chandragupta
(c) Samudraguta (d) Ashoka
SSC CHSL 19/10/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : After the Battle of Kalinga fought in 261 BC,
Ashoka saw that the whole cities were destroyed & more
than a thousand people were killed in the war. The
horrors of war disturbed him so much that he decided to
shun violence for the rest of his life & adopted
Buddhism in about 263 BC, Moggaliputta-Tissa became
his mentor. Ashoka had conducted the 3rd Buddhist
council at Pataliputra in 250 BC.

145. 1In the context of early Indian history, the term

'NBPW!' refers to a:

(a) settlement pattern

(b) Pottery type

(c) dating technique

(d) neolithic tool-making technique

SSC JE Electrical 28.10.2020 (Shift-I)

Ans (b) : In the context of early Indian history, NBPW
stands for Northern Black Polished Ware. During the
Mauryan period, pottery was commonly referred to as
NBPW. These pots were very bright and black in color
and were used in special items. Kaushambi and
Pataliputra were the main centres of NBPW during the
Mauryan period.

146. Which of the following rulers erected his
decrees at public places?
(a) Chandragupta-II
(b) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Ashoka
(d) Samudragupta
SSC JE Civil - 23/09/2019 (Shift-1I)
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Ans. (c) : Ashoka (the son of Bindusara) the great
established the edicts in public places to bring the
power of his rule to the general public. Ashoka's
inscriptions are described on the stones pillars, stone
wheels etc.

147. Who among the following was the first ruler to
inscribe his message to his subjects and
officials on stone surfaces, natural rocks and
polished pillars ?

(a) Bimbisar
(b) Ashoka
(c) Bindusar
(d) Chandragupta Maurya
SSC JE Civil — 23/03/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : Bindusara was succeeded by Ashoka the
great, who ascended the throne of Magadha in 269
B.C. Ashoka was the first ruler who engraved his
message to his subjects and officials on stone surfaces,
natural rocks and polished pillars. Ashoka's
inscriptions are 14 in number. James Prinsep was the
first to read the inscription described on this in 1837.

148. The Greek ambassador Megasthenese was in
the court of which of the following rulers?

(a) Ashoka (b) Chandragupta
(c) Bindusara (d) Chanakya
SSC JE Civil - 24/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : Under the treaty of Appiyanas, Seleucus
gave Kabul and Kandhar area and also sent an
ambassador Megasthanese to Chandragupta Maurya's
court. Written by Megasthenes the information of
Chandragupta Maurya administration is found in
Megasthenes 'Indica’ although it is not available in its
original form.

149. In which state The Jaugada Rock Edict of

Asoka is located ?

(a) Gujarat (b) Andhra Pradesh

(c) Odisha (d) Uttarakhand

SSC CGL (Tier-I)-2019 — 07/03/2020 (Shift-I11I)
Ans. (c¢) : Jaugada is located in Ganjam district of
Odisha. From here the Chaturdash inscription of
Ashoka was found, in which Ashoka has been ordered

to behave like a son towards the subjects of Kalinga. It
was discovered in 1850 AD by Walter Elliot.

150. Chandragupta (322-298 BC) was the ruler of

which dynasty?
(a) Maurya (b) Mewar
(¢) Mughal (d) Peshwas

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (a) Chandra Gupta Maurya defeated the ruler of
Nanda Dynasty Dhanananda and established the
Mauryan Dynasty. Chandra Gupta Maurya ascended
the throne of Magadh in 322 BC. Chandragupta Maurya
took initiation of Jainism from Jaina Guru Bhadrabahu.
His Prime Minister was Chanakya
(Kautilya/Vishnugupta) who  wrote the book

'Arthashastra’ related to politics. The Ambassador of]
Selecus Nicator, Megasthenes came to the court of]
Chandra Gupta Maurya who wrote a book called
'Indica’. Chandragupta Maurya sacrificed his life by
Sanlekhna method (fasting until death) in 298 BC in
Shravanbelagola (Karnataka).

151.

Chandragupta Maurya was an ardent follower of
(a) Sikhism (b) Jainism
(c) Buddhism (d) Jewism

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.02.17, 4:15 pm)
|Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question. |

152. Chandragupta Maurya was born in..........
(a) 340BC (b) 563 BC
(c) 189BC (d) 99 BC

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 22.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (a) The founder of the Mauryan dynasty and the
Indian emperor Chandragupta Maurya was born in 340
BC in Bihar. Chandragupta was successful in bringing
the whole of India under one empire. He reigned from
322 BC to 298 BC. In the last days of his life,
Chandragupta accepted Jainism under the influence of
Jain Saint Bhadrabahu and went to Shravanbelagola with
him and started living on the Chandragiri mountain.

153. Bindusara was the son of?
(a) Ashoka (b) Akbar
(¢) Chandragupta (d) Shivaji
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 27.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (c¢) Bindusara was ruler of Mauryan Dynasty. He
was the son of Chandragupta Maurya who ascended the
throne in 298 BC. He was the follower of Ajivaka
community or sect. He is also known as the 'destroyer
of enemies'. Deimachus was the ambassador of the
Syrian ruler Antiochus who visited the court of
Bindusara. Bindusar's successor was Ashoka.

154. Ashoka was a king of which dynasty?
(a) Pradyota (b) Haryanka
(c) Maurya (d) Nanda
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 15.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (¢) Emperor Ashoka was the Great emperor of
the world's famous and powerful Indian Mauryan
dynasty. Ashoka ruled from 273 BC to 232 BC in the
ranges of North Hindukush to the South of the
Godavari river in the Mysore and in East ruled in
Bangladesh and in the west to Afghanistan, Iran and
the whole of India was ruled by him. Emperor Ashoka
is also known for his skillful administration and the
promotion of Buddhism in the vast empire. Emperor
Ashoka preached Buddhism throughout Asia and also
in other continents. Information about the rule of
emperor Ashoka comes from various pillars and
inscriptions installed by him.

155. Ashoka the Great (273-232 BC) was the ruler
of which dynasty?

(a) Mewar (b) Mughal
(c) Mauryan (d) Peshwas
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 30.01.17, 1:15 pm)
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|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question.

156. Chandragupta Maurya was born in Patliputra,
which is now in............
(a) Chattisgarh (b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Bihar
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.02.17, 10 am)

Ans : (d) The Patliputra, where Chandragupta Maurya
was born is now-a-days known as Patna. Patna is the
capital of modern day Bihar Province. Patliputra
(Kusumpur) was founded by the Haryanka king
Udayin.
157. Who built the Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi?

(a) Mughal Dynasty

(b) Maurya Dynasty

(¢) Gupta Dynasty

(d) Chola Dynasty

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (b) Sanchi is situated on the banks of Betwa
River in Raisen District of Madhya Pradesh state. It is
famous for Buddhist monuments. The main stupa of
Sanchi was built by Ashoka the Great of the Mauryan
dynasty in the 3rd century BC. The remains of the
Buddha was placed in its center in a semi circular
structure.

158. Ashoka converted to which religion after the
Kalinga war?
(a) Jainism (b) Buddhism
(c) Christianity (d) Judaism
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 10 am)
Ans : (b) After the Kalinga war Ashoka accepted

Buddhism. Ashoka was attracted to Buddhism After
war and was initiated to Buddhism by Upagupta.

159. Chanakya was known as...........
(a) Rajasekhara (b) Tejasvi
(c) Kautilya (d) Vatsyayana
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 15.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (¢) Chanakya is also known as Kautilya and
Vishnugupta. He was the mentor and the Prime
Minister of Mauryan ruler Chandragupta Maurya.
'Arthashastra' book was composed by Kautilya which is
a great book on Politics.

160.Chanakya was the chief advisor of -———--
(a) Babur
(b) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Akbar
(d) Kautilya
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 03.02.17, 10 am)
|Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question. |

161. Which script was used in Ashoka’s inscriptions?
(a) Brahmi (b) Devanagiri
(¢) Gurmukhi (d) Sanskrit
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 02-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (a) The records of Ashoka were first discovered
in 1750 by T. Phanthelor. The first record of Ashoka
was read in 1837 by James Prinsep, an officer of the
Calcutta mint and Secretary of the Asiatic Society. The
Ashoka's inscription are written in Brahmi script. A
total of four scripts Brahmi, Kharoshthi, Aramaic and
Greek have been used in the inscription of Ashoka.
Only Brahmi scripts have been used in the pillar
inscription and the cave inscription of Ashoka. The
language of Ashokas inscriptions was Prakrit.

Kharoshthi Script — Sahabajgarhi and Mansehra.
Aramaic Script— Laghman and Takshila

Bilingual inscription— The Sarekuna inscription of
Kandahar uses both Greek and Aramaic scripts in it.
Ashoka was the first Indian ruler who addressed his

subjects directly with the help of records.

162. Under Mauryan administration the

'Sitadhyaksha' was the officer in charge of :
(a) agriculture (b) customs
(c) market (d) mines

SSC CPO-SI - 12/12/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans : (a) The Administration of the Mauryan Empire
was centralized on the basis of Arthashastra. The idea
and order of the king was the highest in all aspects of]
administration. According to Chanakya the seven
components of the state are king, amatya, district, fort,
treasure, force and friend. For administrative
convenience, the central administrative system was
divided into several parts (1) Panyadhyaksha (President
of commerce) (2) Sitadhyaksha (President of state
Agriculture Department) (3) Sunadhyaksha (Chairman

of the abattoir) etc.

163. One of the prominent Buddhist structures in
India, Stupa at Sarnath was constructed
by the great Mauryan king, Ashoka.

(a) Dhauli (b) Dhamekh
(c) Bharhut (d) Lalitgiri
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 10/06/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans : (b) The Dhamekh Stupa located in Sarnath was
built by the great Mauryan emperor Ashoka. It is one of]
the major Buddhist structures located in India.

Ashoka built Inscription at many places Shahbajgarhi,
Mansehra — Pakistan

Kandhar — Afghanistan
Yerragudi — Andhra Pradesh
Kalsi — Dehradun

Maski — Karnataka

Gurjara — Madhya Pradesh

164. Which of the following pillars represent rock-

cut columns ?
(a) Akaminian pillar (b) Gothic pillar
(c) Mauryan pillar (d) Persian pillar

SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-I)
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Ans. (¢) : Mauryan art can be divided into two classes,
court art and folk art. Court art was expressed in the
pillars and their heads, in which the rockwork shows
the pillar. Fahien (399-412 AD) saw the six pillars of
Ashoka and Hiuen Tsang (629-645 AD) saw the
twelve pillars.

165. Which of the following is known as 'Devanam
Priya' ?
(a) Ashoka (b) Amoghvarsha
(c) Kanishka (d) Kharvela
SSC CHSL (Tier-I) -11/07/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans. (a) : Ashoka was the third king of the Mauryan
dynasty in ancient India. Ashoka is also known by the
names 'Devanam Priya' and "Priyadarshi' etc. During
that time the Mauryan Empire extended from the
Hindukush ranges in the north to the Godavari River
and Mysore (Karnataka) in the south and from Bengal
in the east to Afghanistan in the west. Ashoka's name
is found in Maski and Gurjara inscriptions, whereas
Ashoka has been called 'Ashokvardhan' in Puranas.

166. Who among the following rulers inscribed his
messages to his subjects and officials on stone
surfaces?

(a) Ashoka
(b) Chandragupta I
(c) Bindusara
(d) Chandragupta Maurya
SSC CHSL 19/04/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (a) : Ashoka was the first ruler who inscribed his
messages to his subjects and officials on stone surfaces
natural rocks as well as polished pillars. He used the
inscriptions to proclaim what he understood to be
dhamma. Ashoka got his messages inscribed on rocks
and pillars in a language called as prakrit which was
comprehensible to all.

LAl Post-Mauryan Empire

167. Who was the founder of the Shung Dynasty?
(a) Pushyamitra (b) Jayadratha
(c) Kunal (d) Brihadratha
SSC JE Civil - 23/09/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans. (a) : The founder of the Sunga dynasty was
Pushyamitra Sunga, who was the commander of
Mauryas. The date of attainment of power by
Pushyamitra Sunga is believed to be 184 BCE.
According to the Puranas, his reign was 36 years that
is he ruled till 148 BCE. Pushyamitra Sunga was a
Brahmin of Ujjain. His priest and Prime Minister was
Mabharishi Patanjali who conducted 'Ashwamedha
Yagya twice. He defeated the Indo-Greek ruler
Meander and also built the Bharhut stupa.
168. When did the Vikrama Era begin?
(a) 57BC (b) 55BC
(¢) 50BC (d) 47BC
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 06/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans : (a) The Vikrama Era began in 57 BC. It is said
that Vikram Era was founded by King Vikramaditya
who gained victory over the Sakas. Vikram Samvat is a
historical Hindu calendar which is also an official
religious calendar of Nepal.

169. For which of the following
'Ekabrahmana’' has been used?

(a) Kharavela
(b) Sushaman
(c) Pushyamitra Sung
(d) Gautamiputra Shatkarni
SSC JE Civil - 25/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : Gautami Putra Satakarni was the 23 and
greatest ruler of the Andhra Satavahana dynasty. The
During this time the Nashik inscription of his mother
Balashree was obtained, in which it has been called
the only Brahman or Eka Brahmin. He assumed the
title of Venkatak Swami and established a city called
'Venkataka'. It is known that Andhra Pradesh
Satavahana dynasty was founded by 'Simuka'.
Gautami Putra Satakarni was a contemporary of Shaka
Mahakshatrapa Nahapan. This brought an end to the
Shaka rule in the adjoining territories. A pile of 13,250
coins was found in 1906 from a village called
Jogalthambi in Nasik district. All these coins belong to
a Shaka Kshatrap Nahapan. The son of Gautamiputra
Sata Karni defeated Nahapan and made his mark on
him.

170.

rulers

Who was the founder of Vakataka dynasty in

the third century ?
(a) Rudrasena (b) Vindhyashakti
(c) Pravarasena (d) Nagabhata

SSC CPO-SI - 12/12/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans : (b) The Vakataka dynasty was founded by a
person named Vindhyashakti in 255 AD. He ruled from
255 AD to 275 AD. His real name was Virudh.

171. Prabhavati Gupta, the Queen Regent of the
Vakataka Empire, was the daughter of
Kuberanaga and .

(a) Kumaragupta
(b) Chandragupta II
(c) Skandagupta
(d) Chandragupta
SSC CHSL 13/04/2021 (Shift-I1T)

Ans.(b) : Prabhavati Gupta was the daughter of
Chandragupta II and her mother was Kuberanga of the
Naga. She was married to Rudrasena II of the
Vakataka Dynasty. After his death is 390, she ruled as
regent for her two young sons, Divakarasena and
Damodarasena for twenty years with the help of her
father Chandragupta II ascended the throne after
Ramgupta and assumed the title Vikramaditya. He was
the first Gupta ruler to have issued silver coins. He is
also known by his title Vikramaditya. He was one of
the most powerful emperors of the Gupta empire in

northern India.
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172. Who among the following was NOT a ruler of
the Kushana dynasty?
(a) Vasudeva (b) Vasishka
(d) Huvishka
SSC CHSL 12/04/2021 (Shift-II)
Ans : (¢) Nahapana was not a ruler of the Kushana
dynasty. He was an important ruler of the western
Kshatrapas.

(c) Nahapana

173. In Indian architecture ‘Surkhi’ was introduced
by :
(a) Guptas (b) Sultanat Sultans

(c) Mughals (d) Kushans

SSC CPO (TIER-1) 2016

Ans : (d) There is evidence of use of Surkhi in various
structures built during the khusan period. Evidence of]
the construction of Surkhi is found in the third and fifth
levels in the excavation of five levels in Mathura.
Surkhi is the powered form of over burnt bricks or the
clay balls. Evidence has shown that the use of Surkhi
and Surkhi mortar was started before the 2nd century
BC. If surkhi is used instead of fine aggregate in the
preparation of mortar then it is said to be Surkhi mortar.

Al Foreign Invasions

174. Choose the INCORRECT statement with
respect to the Kushan ruler Kanishka:

(a) Third Buddhist council was held during his
reign.

(b) The main capital of his empire was located at
Purwapura in Gandhara.

(c) Charak was contemporary to Kanishka.
(d) Huvishka was the successor of Kanishka
SSC JE Civil 11.12.2020 (Shift-1T)

Ans. (a) :

Buddhist | Patron Venue Chairman Year

Council

First Ajatashatru |Rajgriha | Mahakashyapa |483
BC

Second | Kalashoka | Vaishali Sabbakami 383
BC

Third Ashoka Patliputra | Moggaliputta | 250
BC

Fourth Kanishka | Kundalban | Vasumitra 72

(Kashmir) AD
175. Alexander defeated......in the battle of Hydaspes.
(a) Porus

(b) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Herakles
(d) Eudemus
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 11.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (a) The Battle of the Hydaspes was fought
between Alexander the Great and King Porus of the
Paurava Kingdom in 326 BCE. It took place on the
banks of the Jhelum river (known to the ancient Greeks
as Hydaspes) in the Punjab region of the Indian
subcontinent (modern-day Punjab, Pakistan). The
Battle resulted in a great victory and the surrender of
Porus. Large area of Punjab was absorbed into the
Alexandrian empire, and the defeated, dethroned Porus
became reinstated by Alexander as a subordinate ruler.

176.

When did the first Huna invasion take place?
(a) 358 AD (b) 458 AD
(c) 558 AD (d) 658 AD

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (b) The Huna were a nomadic tribe of central
Asia. This tribe was counted among the most barbaric
tribe in its time. The Huns first invaded Northwest India
in 458 AD. This attack was led by Toraman and his son
Mihirkul. During the Gupta Period, the Huns had
captured Punjab and Malwa. Coins of Hunas have also
been obtained from Mathura.

177.

fought against king Han Ho-ti, who was
the king of Han dynasty of China and defeated
him in the second attempt.

(a) Kanishka (b) Bindusara
(c) Chandragupta Maurya (d) Ashoka
SSC JE Civil - 23/09/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (a) : Kanishka fought a battle with Han-Ho-ti,
the king of the Han empire and expanded its empire to
Middle Asia (Uzbekistan, Tajikistan to China and
Kanshu provines, Afghanistan and Pakistan) and all of
North India. The fourth Buddhist Council was held in
Kundalvan, Kashmir during the time of Kanishka.
During the time of Kanishka, two new art styles
originated which are called Gandhar and Mathura art
style Gandhar art style was the centred around
Gandhara hence it was called Gandhara style; it is also
called the Indo-Greek style. Buddhist style, Mathura
style of art was born in Mathura, Red sandstone is
used in this style. The first statue of Buddha was made
of red sandstone in this style.

178. Who among the following was the court
physician of Kanishka?
(a) Vasumitra (b) Nagarjuna
(¢) Charaka (d) Patanjali
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 03-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (¢) According to some scholars, Charaka was the
royal doctor of the King Kanishka. Charak Samhita is a
famous Ayurveda book composed by Charak. Acharya
Charak redesigned it by adding some places and
chapters in the Agnivesh system of Acharya Agnivesh
which we know, by the name of Charaka sambhita.

179.

Who among the following was ruler from the
Kushan dynasty?

(a) Khadphises I
(c) Pushyamitra

(b) Vikramaditya
(d) Danti Durga
SSC CPO (TIER-1), 2016
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Ans : (a) Kujul Kadphises was the first ruler of the
Kushan Dynasty. And on the main part of its early
coins the figure of the greek king Hermius is engraved
on the surface itself. He minted copper coins by
imitating Roman coins and assumed the title of
Mabharajadhiraja. It is noteworthy that the first gold
coins in India were introduced by the Kushan ruler Vim
Kadphises II. He was a Shaiva follower and held the
title of Maheshwar. Figures of Shiva, Nandi and Trishul
were engraved on its coins.

(I The Gupta Empire

180. Who among the following rulers is called the
‘Napolean of India’?

(a) Bindusara (b) Chandragupta I
(c) Ashoka (d) Samudragupta
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 16/08/2021 (Shift III)

Ans. (d) : "Samudragupta" is called as the '"Napolean
of India' because of his great conquests. Historian VA
Smith called him so. He has also been described as the
hero of hundred battles in 'Prayag Prashasti'
inscription. Samudragupta was the son of
Chandragupta I and the second ruler of the Gupta
dynasty. He was also a good poet and musician.

181.

The reign of the_dynasty has been described
as the golden age of Indian civilization.

(a) Buddha (b) Harsha
(c) Gupta (d) Porus
SSC GD 09/03/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (¢) : In 275 CE the Gupta dynasty was founded
by Sri Gupta. The Gupta Period has been designated as
the "Golden period of the Indian history". Vayupurana
is one of the major sources containing Gupta's period
description. Sanskrit was the official language of the
Gupta. It is mostly considered that the use of decimal
system and temple architecture was started during
Gupta period.

182. Who was the first Gupta ruler to attain the
title of Maharajadhiraja?
(a) Chandragupta I (b) Sumudragupta
(c) Kumaragupta (d) Skandagupta
SSC JE Civil - 27/01/2018 (Shift-II)

Ans. (b) : The last ruler of the Gupta Dynasty was
Vishnugupta who ruled between 540 AD and 550 AD.
Vishnugupta's mention is found in Currency articles
obtained from Nalanda. The founder of the Gupta
lineage was Shrigupta but Chandragupta I provided
prestige to the Gupta Dynasty and is considered to be

the actual founder of the Gupta Dynasty.

184. Which empire is regarded as the Golden Age

of Hinduism?
(a) Maurya (b) Mughal
(c¢) Gupta (d) Chola

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (¢) The Gupta dynasty was founded by
Shrigupta(240-280 AD). Among the rulers of Gupta
dynasty Chandra Gupta I, Samudragupta, Chandragupta
II, Kumargupta etc. were chief rulers. The Gupta period
is called the Golden period of Indian History due to the
cultural achievements. The court poet of Samudra

Gupta was Harishena who composed the Prayag

Prashashti.

185. Whose reign in Indian History is called the
Golden Age of India?

(a) Mughal Empire
(¢) Gupta Empire

(b) Maratha Empire
(d) Mauryan Empire

| Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question.

186. Aryabhatta and Kalidasa were in the court of
which Gupta Emperor?

(a) Kumara Gupta I (b) Chandra Gupta IT
(¢) Samudra Gupta (d) Skanda Gupta
SSC CGL 03-09-2016, 1:15 pm

Ans (b) Chandragupta II is also known as
Chandragupta Vikramaditya. Aryabhatta and Kalidasa
belonged to the state court of Chandragupta II. In the
court of Chandragupta II nine learned scholars used to
live which were known as Navratnas (Nine gems) The
Navratnas were Kalidasa, Dhanwantari, Kshapanaka,
Amarasimha, Shanku, Vetala Bhatta, Ghatakarapara,

Varahamihira and Vararuchi.

187. Ghatotkacha (who ruled in the years 290-305
B.C.) was a king from which dynasty?

(a) Gupta Dynasty (b) Kanva Dynasty
(c) Shunga Dynasty (d) Maurya Dynasty

Ans. (a) : After the fall of the Kushanas many small
states emerged in North India. It was at this time that
Gupta dynasty emerged in Magadha. They were the
feudatories of the Kushanas. The founder of the Gupta
dynasty was Srigupta, he assumed the title of
Mabharaja, followed by the Ghatotkasha ruler and also
assumed the title of 'Maharaja'. The real founder of the
dynasty was Chandragupta I, who held the title of
'Maharajadhiraja’.

Ans : (a) Samudragupta's Prayag Prasasti describes the
Gupta Dynasty. According to this archival evidence the
founder of the Gupta empire was Shreegupta.

Shreegupta's successor was his son Ghatotkacha.

188. Who among the following was a Gupta ruler ?
(a) Vima Kadphises (b) Kanishka
(c) Dhana Nanda (d) Vikramaditya
SSC CPO-SI - 13/12/2019 (Shift-I)

183. Who was the last ruler of the Gupta Dynasty?
(a) Puru Gupta (b) Vishnu Gupta
(c) Skanda Gupta (d) Kumar Gupta
SSC JE Civil - 23/01/2018 (Shift-1I)

Ans : (d) Chandragupta II, also called as Vikramaditya,
a powerful emperor (reigned 375-415 CE) of Northern
India. He was the son of Samudra Gupta and Grandson
of Chandragupta - I.
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189. The last recognised king of the Gupta Dynasty

was .
(a) Samudragupta (b) Vishnugupta
(c) Ashoka (d) Bimbisara

SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 - 03/03/2020 (Shift-III)

Ans. (b) : The last accepted emperor of the Gupta
dynasty was Vishnugupta who ruled between 540 AD.
to 550 AD. The founder of the Gupta dynasty is
considered to be Srigupta (240 AD - 280 AD). The
Gupta period is called the Golden Age of Indian history.

190.

The Gupta rulers imposed a fine called
— which was a plough tax paid by every
cultivator owning a plough.

(a) Kara (b) Halivakara
(c) Hiranya (d) Sulka
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 03/03/2020 (Shift-III)

Ans. (b) : The Gupta rulers imposed a fine called
Halivkar or Haldand, which was plough tax paid by
each cultivator who owned the plough. On the basis of
economic utility, the following types of land were in
the Gupta period 1. Kshetra - cultivable land 2. Vastu -
habitable land 3. Gapatha Sarah, Pasture land - land
suitable for cattle fodder 4. Khila land - such land
which is not cultivable. 5. Aprahata - The land which
used to be wild.

191. When did the Chinese traveller ‘Sung Yun’
came to India?
(a) 510 AD (b) 518 AD
(c) 525 AD (d) 528 AD

SSC JE Civil - 22/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : The Chinese traveller Sung Yun came to
India in 518 (6™ Century) and received copies of
Buddhist texts in his 3 years of travel. It is known that
Fa—hien was also a Chinese traveller, who travelled to
India. Fa—hien came to the court of Chandragupta II
'Vikramaditya'. Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang) came to
India in 629 AD during the reign of Harshavardhana.

192. The Chinese Pilgrim who visited India in the
early 6th century was?
(a) Hiuen Tsang
(¢) Sung Yun

(b) Fa-hien
(d) I-tsing
SSC JE Civil - 22/01/2018 (Shift-II)

JUW Post-Gupta Empire

194. The Harshacharita is a biography of
Harshavardhana, the ruler of Kannauj,
composed in Sanskrit by his court poet,

(a) Kamban (b) Jinsena

(c) Banabhatta (d) Dandin
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) 'Harshacharita' is a biography of
Harshavardhana, the ruler of Kannauj, composed in
Sanskrit by his court poet Banabhatta. His second
book is Kadambari, which is considered to be the first
novel in the world. Banabhatta died before Kadambari
was completed. And this novel was later completed by
his son Bhushanbhatta.

195. Name the Chinese pilgrim to India who came
in search of Buddhists texts ?
(a) Fa—Hien
(c¢) Fa-tsing

(b) Hiuen Tsang
(d) Wang Dayuan
(SSC J.E. 04.03.17,10:00 am)

Ans : (b) The Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang came to
India during the reign of emperor Harsha. He stayed in
India from about 629 AD to 645 AD. He came to India
to study at the Buddhist University of Nalanda and to
collect Buddhist texts in India. According to Hiuen
Tsang, Buddhist people were divided into 18
communities According to him, the Nalanda University

was maintained by the revenue of 100 Villages.

196. During whose reign did the Chinese traveller
Hiuen Tsang visit India?

(a) Chandragupta Vikramaditya
(b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta I
(d) Harshavardhana
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 07/06/2019 (Shift-III)

|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question.

193. Name the state which Chandragupta-I got in

dowry from the Lichhavis.
(a) Pataliputra (b) Prayaga
(c) Saketa (d) Ujjain
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-1T)

Ans : (a) Chandragupta-I (319-350 AD) got Pataliputra
in dowry from the Lichhavis. He assumed the title of
Mabharaja Dhiraj and married Princess Kumar Devi of]
Lichchivi state, with the help of Lichchivi extended his
power. Kumar Devi was the daughter of king of
Lichchivi Kingdom and heir to that state. Therefore
after Kumar Devi got married to Chandra Gupta - I, he
received Pataliputra as dowry and later the Lichchivi
Republic and Gupta Republic were united.

|Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |
197. The Chalukya ruler Pulakesin's victory over
Harshavardhana was in year ........
(a) 612 AD. (b) 618 A.D.
(c) 622 AD. (d) 634 A.D.

SSC JE Civil - 25/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : The Aihole inscription shows that the
Chalukya dynasty's Pulakeshin II fought Harshavardhana
on the banks of the river Narmada in 618 AD which
Harshavardhana defeated after conquering hundreds of
kings. He assumed the title of Parmeshwar. It is known
that the Aihole inscription is in the form of a
commendation and its language is Sanskrit, the script is
Dakshin Brahmi. It was composed by Ravikirti. It is
known that Pulakeshin I was the founder of the

Chalukya dynasty of Badami/Vatapi.

defeated
the

198. Who among the following
Harshavardhana when he invaded
Chalukya kingdom in the Deccan?

(a) Mangalesha (b) Pulakesin II
(c) Vikramaditya I (d) Kirtivarman I
SSC CGL 13/04/2022 (Shift-1I)
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|Ans. (b) See the explanation of above question.

199. King Harshavardhana ascended the throne of
Thaneshwar and Kannauj on the death of his
brother,

(a) Suryavardhana (b) Rajyavardhana
(c¢) Chandravardhana  (d) Indravardhana
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : After the death of Harshavardhana's father
Prabhakarvardhana (605 AD), Harshavardhana's elder
brother Rajyavardhana became the king, but he was
killed due to the malice of Malwa king Devgupta and
Gond king Shashank. Harshavardhana in 606 A.D. had
ascended the throne and rescued his sister Rajyashree
from Vindhyatvi and merged Kannauj and
Thaneshwar in his kingdom, snatched Malwa from
Devgupta and drove Shashank to Gond. Harsha is
called the 'Sahityakar Samrat' because he composed
three plays Priyadarsika, Ratnavali and Nagananda. He
wrote India's description in his book called "Si-yu-ki".

200. Harsha moved his capital from...........to...........
(a) Thaneshwar, Kannauj
(b) Delhi, Deogiri
(c¢) Kamboj, Kannauj
(d) Valabhi, Delhi
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 09-09-2016, 1:15 pm

Ans : (a) Harshavardhan (606-647 AD) (Vardhana
Dynasty) established a strong empire in Northern
India. He was the last Hindu emperor who ruled over
the rest of the Northern India except Punjab. His
earliest capital was Thaneswar, present day Haryana.
After his accession, He united the two Kingdom
Thaneshwar & Kannauj and also shifted his capital
from Thaneshwar to Kannauj.

201. Pushyabhuti, who ruled from Thaneswar, was
the founder of dynasty.
(a) Chera (b) Pandya

(c) Vardhana (d) Chalukya
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 17/08/2021 (Shift I)

Ans. (¢) : Pushyabhuti the ruler of Thaneswar later on
founded the Verdant dynasty. One of the most
prominent ruler of this dynasty was Harshuardhan,
who later on shifted the capital to Kannauj. Hiuen
Tsang visited the court of Harsh.

VA Dynasties of South India

202. Rani Rudrama Devi was a famous ruler of the

.............. dynasty.
(a) Pandya (b) Kakatiya
(c) Chola (d) Chera

SSC MTS 11/10/2021 (Shift-T)

Ans. (b) : Rani Rudrama Devi was a 13" century
Kakatiya dynasty warrior in the Deccan plateau. She
was the first woman ruler to have ascended the throne
in South India.

203. The Chalukya Dynasty ruled in Vatapi which

is in the modern day Indian state of .............
(a) Kerala (b) Gujarat
(c) Karnataka (d) Tamil Nadu
SSC MTS 11/10/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) : The Chalukya dynasty ruled in Vatapi which
is in the modern day Indian state of Karnataka. The
Chalukya dynasty was established by Pulakeshin I in
543.

204. Dantidurga, who set up his capital at Malkhed
was a ruler.
(a) Pala (b) Pratihara

(c) Rashtrakuta (d) Satavahana

SSC CGL 13/04/2022 (Shift-T)
Ans. (¢) Dantidurga, who set up his capital at Malkhed
was a Rashtrakuta ruler.

205.

Who among the following was a ruler of the
Rashtrakuta dynasty?

(a) Kanishka
(c) Dhruva

(b) Samudragupta
(d) Ashoka
SSC CGL 12/04/2022 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) Among the following Dhruva is a Rashtrakuta
Ruler. He is also considered to be involved in Tripartite
struggle alongwith Palas and Pratiharas.

206. Who among the following established the
Rashtrakuta Kingdom?

(a) Dantidurga (b) Krishnal
(c) Ashoka (d) Amoghavarsha
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 18/08/2021 (Shift III)

Ans. (a) : Rashtrakuta rulers governed the Deccan and
neighbouring areas of India from around 753 to 975
CE. The foundation of Rashtrakuta kingdom was laid
by Dantivarman or Dantidurga, after defeating the last
Badami Chalukya ruler Keerthivarman II.

207. The period of influence of the Chola rulers of
the South was:

(a) 17" Century AD  (b) 9" Century AD
(c) 19™ Century AD (d) 9" Century BC
SSC GD 22/02/2019 (Shift-1TI)

Ans. (b) : The reign of the Cholas began in the 9th
century AD when they defeated the Pallavas to come
into power. This rule stretched over for five long
centuries until the 13th century. However, around the
2nd century, the state Andhra has a Chola kingdom
that flourished far and wide. The early periods of the
Chola rule saw the onset of the Sangam literature.
Kantaman was one of the prominent rulers of this era.
The medieval period was the era of absolute power
and development for the Cholas. This is when kings
like Aditya I and Parantaka I. From here Rajaraj Chola
and Rajendra Chola further expanded the kingdom
into the Tamil region. Later Kulotunga Chola took
over Kalinga to establish a strong rule. This
magnificence lasted until the arrival of the Pandyas in
the early 13th century.
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208. Who was the founder of the Chalukya dynasty?
(a) Pulakesin- I (b) Kirtivarman
(c) Narasimhavarman (d) Mangalesa
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans : (a) The founder of the Chalukya dynasty was
Pulkeshin - I, he founded this dynasty in 543 A.D. It's
capital was Vatapi. Its descendants are called
'Chalukyas' of Badami. The main rulers of this dynasty
were Pulkeshin I, Kirti Varman, Pulakesin II,
Vikramaditya etc. The most powerful king of this
dynasty was Pulakesin II.

209. The Badami Chalukyas first had their capital
at before they moved it to Badami.
(a) Hubli (b) Pattadakal
(c) Bijapur (d) Aihole
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 06/06/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans. (d) : Before the Badami Chalukyas capital was
Aihole. It was a culturally important capital for the
Chalukyas on the bank of river Malprabha. The ancient
monuments of Aihole include Durga Temple, Ladkhan
Temple, and Ravana Hill cave etc. The Inscription of
Pulkesin II has also been found from Aihole.
210. Where was the first capital of Chalukyas?
(a) Madras (b) Aihole
(c) Hyderabad (d) Kanchipuram
SSC MTS 9-10-2017 (Shift-I)
Ans : (b) The first capital of the Chalukya dynasty
was Aihole. Jai Singh established the Chalukya
dynasty of Vatapi, the chief of this dynasty were
Pulakeshin I, Kirtivarmana, Pulakeshin-II and
Vikramaditya. The Aihole inscription was written by
Ravikirti which is related to Pulakeshin II. Aihole is a

famous site for an ancient temple complex in the
Bagalkot district of Karnataka state.

211.

Which Chola ruler was popularly called
'Victor of the Ganges'?

(a) Vijayalaya Chola  (b) Rajendra Chola I
(c) Gandaraditya Chola (d) Parantaka Chola I
SSC CHSL 13/10/2020 (Shift-IT)

Ans. (b) : The founder of Chola dynasty was
Vijayalaya (around 850 CE). Rajaraja 1 was the
greatest ruler of this dynasty. He constructed
Rajarajeshwara or Brihadesvara temple in Tanjore. His
son Rajendra-l led an expedition to the north &
crossed the river Ganga. He assumed the title of
Gangaikondachola (Victor of Ganges).

212. Which of the following is the only correct pair
as described by Chola inscriptions ?

(a) Pallichchhandam-land donated to Jaina
institutions

(b) Brahmadeya-land gifted to temples

(c) Shalabhoga-land gifted to Brahmans

(d) Vellanvagai-land of Brahmana peasant

proprietors
SSC CGL (Tier-I)-2019 — 09/03/2020 (Shift-11I)

Ans. (a) : The lands mentioned in the inscriptions
during the Chola dynasty are as follows:-
Pallichchhandam - land donated to Jain institutions.
Brahmadeya - land donated/gifted to Brahmins.
Shalabhoga - land granted for maintenance of
schools.

Vellanvagai - It was a land for non - Brahamana
Peasant Proprietors.

Devadana : Land gifted to temples.
213. What did the term 'Shalabhoga' stands for,

with respect to revenue administration under
the Imperial Cholas ?

(a) Land donated for the maintenance of a
school
(b)

A newly settled village
(c¢) Land donated to a warrior
(d)

Land donated for the maintenance of
irrigation facilities

SSC CPO-SI - 11/12/2019 (Shift-I)
(a) See the explanation of the above question. |

|Ans :
214.

Which of the following Pallava kings assumed
the title of '"Vatapikonda'' after defeating and
slaying the great Chalukyan King Pulekesin
11?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Narsingh Varman 1
Mahendra Varman |
Parmeshwar Varman I
Nandi Varman |

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 07-09-2016, 1:15 pm
Ans : (a) After Mahendra Varman-I his son Narasimha
Varman—I ascended the throne of Kanchi. Narasimha
Varman—I was the most powerful king of the Pallava
dynasty, he avenged the defeat of his father. He re-
organized the military power of the Pallavas and started
the Vijay Yatra in the north and defeated the Chalukya
emperor Pulakeshin II in 3 battles (1 — Parimal , 2—
Shurmar, 3—Manimangalam). Vatapikond (Winner of
Vatapi) and Mahamalla to commemorate the winning
of Vatapi. The title of Mahamalla was added to his
name.

215. Who was the first king of the Chola dynasty to
conquer Sri Lanka?
(a) Kulottunga I
(c) Rajendra Il

(b) Rajendra I
(d) Vikram Chola
SSC JE Civil - 27/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : Rajendra I (1014-1044 AD) was the ruler of
the Chola dynasty. He conquered the whole of Sri
Lanka and captured Mahendra V, the ruler of Sri
Lanka and brought him to Chola Kingdom. He
defeated the Pal ruler, Mahipal and assumed the title
of 'Gangaikondchola'. He established a new capital
called 'Gangaikondacholapuram' on the bank of the
river Kaveri. The achievements of Rajendra I are
described in the inscriptions 'Thiruvalagandu' and
'Karandai'.
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216. The twelfth century witnessed the emergence
of a new movement in Karnataka, led by a
Brahmana named Basavanna (1106-68) who
was initially a Jain and a minister in the court

of a ... king.
(a) Chola (b) Chalukya
(c) Maurya (d) Gupta

(SSC J.E. 02.03.17,10:00 am)

Ans (b) Mahatma Basveshwar / Basavanna /
Bhaktibhandari was an Indian 12™ century statesman,
philosopher, poet, social reformer and Lingayat saint.
He focussed Bhakti movement, and Hindu Shaivite
social reformer during the reign of the Kalyani
Chalukya/Kalachuri dynasty. Mahatma Basveshwar
spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly
known as Vachanaas. He rejected gender of social
discrimination, superstitions and rituals but introduced
Ishtalinga necklace, with an image of the Shiva Linga,
to every person regardless of his or her birth, to be a
constant reminder of one's bhakti (devotion) to Shiva.
Mahatma Basveshwar literary works include the
Vachana Sahitya in Kannada Language. In fact,
Basavanna was the Prime Minsiter of King Bijjala II of]
the Kalachuri dynasty, a feudatory of the Kalyani
Chalukya.

217. The Chalukya dynasty was a major kingdom

in the part of India.
(a) Southern (b) Northern
(c) Western (d) Eastern

SSC CHSL 16/04/2021 (Shift-III)

Ans.(a) : The Chalukya dynasty was a major kingdom
in the Southern part of India.

218. How many monasteries and temples are there
in Ellora caves?

(a) 33
(c) 34

(b) 32

(d) 31
SSC CHSL 12/04/2021 (Shift-III)
Ans : (¢) The Ellora caves was built under the patron
of Rashtrakutas. It is a World Heritage Site now-a-day.
The whole premises consists of 34 monastries and
temples. The famous Kailash temple is situated in
Ellora caves, which is the largest of rock-cut Hindu
temple.

13.

Borderline Dynasties
(Pal/Sen/Kashmir/Kamroop)

219. King Lalitaditya Muktapida ruled over .

(a) Gujarat
(¢) Kerala

(b) Sikkim
(d) Kashmir
SSC CGL 12/04/2022 (Shift-III)

Ans. (d) King Lalitaditya Muktapida ruled over
Kashmir.

220. During the rule of which dynasty were Nalanda
and Vikramashila universities founded?

(a) The Palas (b) The Senas
(c) The Pratihara (d) The Rashtrakutas
SSC CGL 13/04/2022 (Shift-11I)
Ans. (a) The Vikramshila University was set up by the
Pala Dynasty King, Dharmapala in the late 8th or early
9th century at Bhagalpur, Bihar. It is significant that,

Kumargupta founded Nalanda University in the 5th
century AD. Dharmapala revived Nalanda University.

221.

Which among the following state ‘Odantpuri’
education center was situated?
(a) Bengal (b) Gujarat
(c) Bihar (d) Tamil Nadu
SSC JE Civil - 22/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Ans. (c¢) : The Odantpuri education centre was located
in Bihar. Gopala built the famous Buddhist Monastery
of Odantpuri (Bihar). It had become an important
center of learning during the prosperous period of
Odantpuri, 1000 students were educated here. Students
from far and wide used to come here to get education.
The first student here was Dipankar.

222. Who was the founder of Pala Dynasty ?
(a) Dharampala (b) Mahipala
(c) Gopala (d) Ramapala
SSC CHSL 17/03/2020 (Shift-II)

Ans. (¢) : Gopala was the founder of the Pala dynasty.
This dynasty ruled Bihar and Bengal around 750 AD
to 1174 AD. He was the first Buddhist king of Bengal
and he built a monastery at Odantapuri in Bihar. His
successor Dharmapala expanded the empire during his
reign and for some time he also controlled Kannauj,
Uttar Pradesh and North India.

223. Vikramashila University was founded by ——
a Pala king.

(a) Rajendra Chola (b) Pulakeshin
(c) Mihira Bhoja (d) Dharmapala
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans. (d) : Vikramashila was a major center of higher
education in ancient India. This education center is located
in North Magadh (Present day Bhagalpur district of Bihar).
This university was founded in the 8" century by the
famous emperor Dharmapala of the Pala dynasty. In
addition to Buddhism and philosophy, justice, elements,
knowledge and grammar were also studied here.

224.

Who was the first ruler of Pala dynasty?
(a) Gopala (b) Vivyanathan
(c) Dharmapala (d) Bhaskaran
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 25.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (a) The founder of the Pala dynasty was Gopala.
He made Munger his capital. Gopal was a Buddhist
follower. He established Odantpuri  University.
Dharmapala, the greatest ruler of the Pala dynasty
founded the Vikramshila University. The tripartite
struggle for Kannauj took place between the Pala dynasty,
the Gurjara Pratihara dynasty and the Rashtrakuta
dynasty. Dharmapala was the first to be included on
behalf of the Pala dynasty. The literary discipline called
Gudiriti was developed during the Pala rulers.
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225. established Vikramshila University.

(a) Bimbisar (b) Ashok

(c) Dharmpal (d) Chandragupta-I
SSC CHSL (Tier-I) —08/07/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (c) : Vikramshila University was established by

the King Dharmapala of the Pala dynasty. This

university is located in Bhagalpur district of Bihar

state. Nalanda University was founded by Gupta ruler

Kumargupta-I who held the title of 'Shakraditya'.

226. Bhaskarvarman of the Varman dynasty rule in
the ........... region.
(a) Kamarupa
(c) Magadha

(b) Ujjain
(d) Vaishali
SSC CHSL 04/08/2021 (Shift-II)

230. Who among the following did not belong to the

Rajput Kingdom of Marwar ?
(a) Rana Kumbha (b) Maldeva
(¢) Rao Chanda (d) Rao Jodha
SSC CPO-SI 24/11/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. : (a) Jodhpur was historically the capital of the
kingdom of Marwar which was founded by Rao Jodha
Clan. Rao Maldev was also ruler of Marwar and he was
succeeded by his son Rao Chanda. Rao Chand followed
his father's policy and stayed hostile to the ruling
foreign powers in India. He defended his kingdom for
nearly two decades against relentless attacks from the
Mughal Empire whereas Rana Kumbha was the ruler of]
Mewar kingdom and he belonged to the Sisodia Clan of
Rajputs.

Ans. (a) : The earliest known dynasty to rule Assam
was the Varman dynasty of Kamarupa, which ruled for
over 300 years, from the mid-4th century CE. The
founder of the dynasty, King Pushyavarman was a
contemporary of the famous Gupta emperor,
Samudragupta. A notable event during the rule of
Bhaskar Varman was the visit of the reputed Chinese
traveller and scholar, Hiuen Tsang, to Kamarupa in
642-643 CE.

227. Who founded the famous
University in the ninth century?
(a) Samanta Sena (b) Ballala Sena
(c) Dharmapala (d) Gopala
SSC CHSL 10/08/2021 (Shift-II)
Ans. (¢) : Vikramshila was founded by Pala king,
Dharmapala in the late 8th or early 9th century. It
prospered for about four centuries before it was

destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji along with the other
major centres of Buddhism in India around 1193 AD.

M Rajput Period

228. Under which of the following rulers did Delhi
first became a capital?

(a) Chauhans of Ajmer (b) Iltutmish Dynasty
(c) Khilji Dynasty (d) Tomara Rajputs
SSC CGL 11/04/2022 (Shift-III)

Ans : (d) Delhi became the capital of a kingdom for the
first time under the Tomara Rajputs (8th century-12th
century).

229.

Vikramashila

When defeat was certain, then men had to
perform a ritual called 'Shaka' (or 'Shak’)
which was their final battle from which they
could not return.

(a) Maratha (b) Sikh
(c) Mughal (d) Rajpoot
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 19/06/2019 (Shift-111)

Ans. (d) : Shaka or Saka was a ritual associated with
Jauhar in which the men would simultaneously march
to their deaths at the hand of enemies. This is
associated with Rajput Kingdoms.

231. The present day city of Bhopal was built by

which of the following Pratihara rulers ?

(a) Vijaya Sena (b) Mihir Bhoja

(c) Rajyapala (d) Mahendra Bhoj
SSC CHSL (Tier-I) —08/07/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (b) : Mihira Bhoja was a king belonging to the
Gurjara-Pratihara Dynasty. He built the city of Lakes.
The Gurjara-Pratithara  dynasty was founded by
Nagabhatta I in the region of Malwa in the eighth
century. He belonged to Rajput Clan. In this dynasty
an important king, Rajyapala, was driven from
Kannauj by Mahmud of Ghazni. Vijay Sena was ruler
of Bengal region and succeeded him as a Sena
dynasty during 11™ and 12" centuries.

232.

Who was the best-known Chahawana or
Chauhan ruler who defeated sultan
Muhammad Ghori in 1191 A.D. ?

(a) Ajayraja (b) Arnoraja
(c) Prithviraja III (d) Vigraharaja
SSC MTS 11-10-2017 (Shift-I)

Ans : (c) Prithviraj III, known as Prithviraj Chauhan
(1178-1192 AD) was a Hindu Kshatriya king of the
Chauhan dynasty, who ruled Ajmer and Delhi in the
late 12th century in northern India. Prithviraj III in the
year 1191 AD, defeated Muhammad Ghori in the first
battle of Tarain and a year later in 1192 AD, in the
second battle of Tarain, Muhammad Ghori defeated
Prithviraja Chauhan.

233. Who among the following Rajput rulers
defeated Muhammad Ghori in the First Battle
of Tarain in 1191 AD?

(a) Rana Kumbha (b) Maldeo Rathore
(c) Prithviraj Chauhan (d) Bappa Rawal
SSC CGL 11/04/2022 (Shift-T)
|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question. |
234. _ has defeated Mohammad Ghori in 1191.
(a) Gaharwal (b) Chalukya
(c) Chauhan (d) Maurya
SSC CPO-SI 24/11/2020 (Shift-II)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of the above question. |
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235. Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Muhammad
Ghori in a battle in the year but lost to
him the following year.
(a) 1176
(c) 1163

(b) 1191

(d) 1182
SSC CHSL 26/10/2020 (Shift-T)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question. |

236. Prithviraj III was the Kking of dynasty
who defeated Sultan Muhammad Gori in 1191.
(a) Chedi (b) Gahadavala
(c¢) Chahman (d) Ganga

| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of the above question. |

237. Who among the following was the court poet of
Prithviraj Chauhan?

(a) Bhagwan Das (b) Chand Bardai

(c) Bilhana (d) Asanga
SSC JE Mechanical - 25/09/2019 (Shift-1I)
Ans. (b) : Chand Bardai was a friend, a state poet and
Adi Mahakavi of Hindi of the Hindu emperor
Prithviraj Chauhan of Delhi. Chand Bardai has the

honor of being the first Hindi poet and his creation
Prithviraj Raso to be the first Hindi creation.

238. Who among the following was greatest ruler of
Pratihara Dynasty ?

(a) Nagabhatta
(c) Mihir Bhoja

(b) Ramabhadra
(d) Samantasena
SSC MTS 09/08/2019 (Shift-II)
Ans. (¢) : Mihir Bhoj was the king whose reign was
considered as the Golden time of Pratihara dynasty. He
was a Vaishnavite. He had the title of Aadivarah and
Prabhas. The famous traveller Suleman visited his court.
239. Mihira Bhoja was the ruler of .
(a) Rashtrakuta (b) Chola
(c) Pratihara (d) Chalukya
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 04/06/2019 (Shift-III)
| Ans. (¢) : See the explanation of the above question. |
240. Prithviraj Chauhan married . She was the
daughter of his enemy Jaichand Gahadwal.
(a) Krishnavati (b) Purvavati
(¢) Samyukta (d) Saumyavati
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 09.01.17, 4:15 pm)
Ans : (c) Prithviraja Chauhan was the last Hindu
emperor of Delhi and he married Samyukta after
revolting against her father for their marriage
Samyukta, also known as Sanyogita. Samyukta or
Sanyukta is a character in the medieval Indian heroic
romance Prithviraj Raso. According to the text, she was
the daughter of Jaichand, the King of Kannauj, and one
of three wives of Prithviraj Chauhan.
241. Who was Prithviraj Chauhan's father?
(a) Jeet Chauhan
(b) Hayat Chauhan
(¢) Someshwar Chauhan
(d) Trilok Chauhan
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 10.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (¢) Someshwar Chauhan was the father of]
Prithviraj Chauhan. He was the Hindu ruler of the
Chauhan Dynasty, who ruled Ajmer and Delhi in the
latter half of the 12" century. Prithviraj Chauhan was
born in Ajmer state.

242. Name the poet who wrote “Prithviraj Raso”, a
poem describing Prithviraj Chauhan’s life
(a) Vir Siroja
(b) Chand Bardai
(¢) Meerja Umed
(d) Nur Fateh
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (b) Chand Bardai was an Indian poet, who
composed Prithviraj Raso, an epic poem in Brajbhasa
about the life of the Chauhan king Prighviraj Chauhan.
It also describes the struggle between the Rajputs and
Muhammad Ghori, besides providing details on the
political, military and socio-economic structure of the
Rajputs.

243. What were the two major cities under control
of the Chahamanas?

(a) Delhi and Ajmer
(b) Lahore and Amritsar
(c) Alwar and Ujjain
(d) Panipat and Kurukshetra
SSC MTS 11-10-2017 (Shift-I1T)
Anms. (a) : Both the cities of Delhi and Ajmer were
under the control of Chahamans / Chauhan dynasty. In
the middle of the 9th century, Vigraharaj (Visaldev)
conquered Delhi from the Tomar dynasty ruler. Due to
which both of these cities came under the control of

Chahamans. Prithviraj-IIT was the last powerful ruler
of this dynasty.

244. The __ rulers established their religious

capital at Khajuraho.

(a) Chola (b) Chandela

(c) Maurya (d) Gupta

SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 19/06/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans. (b) : Chandela rulers established their religious
capital at Khajuraho. The rulers of the Chandela
dynasty have a special contribution to the history of
Bundelkhand (erstwhile name-Jejakabhukti) as the

Chandels originated in the Bundelkhand region
initially,their capital was Kalinjar (Mahoba).

245.

Which of the following dynasties
Kannauj (Kanyakubja) its capital city?
(b) Pala dynasty
(c) Pratihara dynastty (d) Chola dynasty
SSC CHSL 15/04/2021 (Shift-II)

Ans (¢) Pratihara dynastty made
(Kanyakubja) its capital city.

made

(a) Sena dynasty

Kannauj
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246.

In which city of Gujarat will you find the
Uparkot Buddhist Caves?

(a) Bhavnagar (b) Vadodara
(c) Junagadh (d) Anand
SSC CGL 12/04/2022 (Shift-II)

Ans. (¢) Uparkot caves are ancient man made caverns.
The caves are a part of the Junagadh Buddhist Cave
Groups situated in the eastern part of Junagardh, Gujarat.
247. The Bhaja Caves are located in .
(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Maharashtra
(c¢) Rajasthan (d) Bihar

SSC CGL 12/04/2022 (Shift-III)

Ans. (b) The Bhaja Caves are the group of rock cut
caves located in Pune, Maharashtra.

248. Ajanta Caves is in
(a) Maharashtra (b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Karnataka (d) Madhya Pradesh
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 30-08-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (a) Ajanta is a series of rock-cut caves in the
Sahyadri ranges (Western Ghats) on Waghora river
near Aurangabad in Maharashtra. There a total of 29
caves (all Buddhist) of which 25 were used as Viharas
or residential caves while 4 were used as Chaitya or
prayer halls. The caves were developed in the period
between 200 B.C. to 650 A.D. The Ajanta caves were
inscribed by the Buddhist monks, under the patronage
of the Vakataka kings—Harishena being a prominent
one. These paintings contains of flora and fauna.

249.

In which of the following states is the Ajanta
caves situated?

(a) Kerala (b) Mabharashtra
(¢) Madhya Pradesh (d) Uttar Pradesh
SSC CHSL 10/08/2021 (Shift-II)
| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question.
250.

Which of the following is not true about Ajanta
Caves?

(a) They are in Maharashtra
(b) They are decorated with Buddhist Art
(c) They depict the techniques used in Ancient
India
(d) They do not contain paintings of flora and
fauna
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 01-09-2016, 4:15 pm

251. The rock-cut cave monuments at Ajanta in
Maharashtra belong to which religion?

(a) Sikhism (b) Buddhism
(c) Christianity (d) Hinduism
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 03-09-2016, 10 am

|Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question.

Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question.

252. In which of the following states is Kardang
Monastery situated ?
(a) West Bengal (b) Sikkim
(c) Karnataka (d) Himachal Pradesh
SSC CPO-SI - 12/12/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans : (d) Kardang Monastery is a famous place of]

Buddhism which is located in Lahaul — Spiti district of]
Himachal Pradesh. This Monastery is 3500 meters
above sea level on the banks of the Bhaga River. This
monastery is known for its attractive architecture
murals and collection of Thangas paintings and

instruments.

253. is famous for outstanding specimen of
Buddhist art and architecture, belonging to the
period between the 3rd century B.C. and the

12th century A.D.
(a) Satna (b) Vidisha
(c) Sanchi (d) Dewas
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 07/06/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans : (c) Sanchi is famous for outstanding specimen of
Buddhist art and architecture, belonging to the period
between 3™ century BC and 12" century AD. Sanchi is
a small village situated on the bank of Betwa River in
Raisen district of Madhya Pradesh. Sanchi Stupa was
built by Ashoka the Great.

254. The famous Dilwara temples of Mount Abu
sacred pilgrimage place for the
(a) Buddhists (b) Jains
(c) Sikh (d) Parsis
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 01-09-2016, 10 am
Ans : (b) Dilwara Temple is a group of five temples
located in Mount Abu Nagar in Sirohi district of]
Rajasthan. This temple is dedicated to Jain 'Tirthankaras'.
This temple was constructed by two brothers named

Vastupala and Tejpala in 1231 AD. The temple is also
known as Adilshahi or Viamalvasahi temple.

255.

In which of the following place, are the
Dilwara temples of Jainism located ?

(a) Mount Abu (b) Jaipur
(c) Bhubaneswar (d) Indore
SSC CHSL 18/03/2020 (Shift-I1T)
| Ans. (a) : See the explanation of the above question.

256.

Which dynasty built the pancha rathas of
Mahabalipuram ?

(a) Chola (b) Satavahana
(c) Chera (d) Pallava
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 05/03/2020 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : The city Mahabalipuram or Mamallapuram
(Tamil Nadu) was established by Pallava ruler
Narsingh Varman II who was also known as Mamalla.
The temple contains 8 rathas of which the Dharmaraja
Rath is the biggest. The city consists of panch rath
along with Ekashm temple and remains 7 other
temple, and thus is also known as Sapta Pagoda.
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257. Mahabalipuram was founded by
(a) Rajaraja Chola

(b) Narasimha Varman
(c) Chandragupta Maurya
(d) Vivasvan
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 30.01.17, 4:15 pm)

258. Kandariya Mahadeva Temple was constructed
by
(a) Chandelas
(c) Pallavas

| Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question.

(b) Cholas
(d) Hoysalas
SSC MTS 09/08/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans. (a) : Kandariya Mahadev Temple is located in
Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh. This temple was built
around 1015-1050 AD by the mighty king Vidyadhara
of the Chandela dynasty.

Kandariya the temple of 'Mahadev' is the biggest,
tallest and very important from an artistic point of
view. This temple is also known as 'Chaturbhyj
Temple'. This temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva.

259. Khajuraho Group of monuments are attributed
to which dynasty?

(a) Chandela (b) Mughal
(¢) Maurya (d) Shunga
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 20.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (a) The Khajuraho Group of Monuments are
attributed to the Chandela dynasty which under the
sovereignity of Gurjar Pratihars reached its glory. The
ensemble of monuments that have survived belong to
the Hindu and Jain Religious practices with a striking
fusion of sculpture and architecture. The best example
of this outstanding feature is seen in the Kandariya
Mahadev Temple. Of the 85 temples built here, only 22
temples have survived in an area of 20 km, which
represents the Chandela period of the 10" century
located in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, it was
inscribed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site a
cultural property on 1986 for its unique original artistic
creation and proof of the Chandela culture that existed
prior to the Muslim invasion of India in the early 12"
century.

260. Chandela Kings are related to which of the
following temples?
(a) Khajuraho (b) Tirupati
(¢) Rameshwaram (d) Badrinath
SSC JE Civil - 29/01/2018 (Shift-I)

Which dynasty built the Khajuraho temple
complex?
(a) Chalukyas (b) Mauryans
(c) Pallavas (d) Chandelas
SSC JE Mechanical - 27/09/2019 (Shift-1I)

‘ Ans. (d) : See the explanation of the above question. |

| Ans. (a) : See the explanation of the above question.
261.

262.

The famous cultural site Rani-ki-Vav (The
Queen's Stepwell) is situated on the banks of
which river ?

(a) Mahanadi (b) Yamuna River
(c) Saraswati River (d) Hooghly River
SSC CHSL 20/10/2020 (Shift-II)

Anms. (c¢) : Rani-ki-Vav (The Queen's Stepwell) is a
World Heritage Site in Patan (Gujarat) on the banks of
Saraswati River. Its construction was started by Rani
Udaymati of Solanki dynasty in the memory of Raja
Bhimdev Solanki and was completed by king Karan
Dev. It was made for water harvesting as rainwater
conservation was done in this. It has been listed as one

of UNESCO's World Heritage Site since 2014.
263. ‘Rani ki Vav’ in Gujarat is a famous
(a) University (b) Valley of Flowers
(c) Stepwell (d) Temple

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.02.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question.

264. Which temples are well-known for their

Nagara style of architecture having erotic

sculpturs?
(a) Khajuraho (b) Somnath
(c) Hampi (d) Meenakshi

SSC GD 14/02/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans. (a) : The Khajuraho temples of Madhya pradesh
are famous for their Nagara style architecture and
tremendous sculpture. It was built under the patronage
of Chandela Kings.

265. The Khajuraho Temples are located in the
stateof _
(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Uttrakhand
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 06/06/2019 (Shift-III)

266. Ananthapura Lake Temple is a Hindu Temple

| Ans. (b) : See the explanation of the above question.

built in the middle of a lake in.............
(a) West Bengal (b) Kerala
(c) Punjab (d) Tamil Nadu

SSC JE Mechanical - 27/09/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (b) : Ananthapura Lake Temple is a Hindu
temple situated in "Kasaragod" district of Kerala. Here
the main deity is Lord Vishnu. According to local
considerations, the temple is a genesis place of
Padmanabhan Swami and is the only lake temple of
Kerala

267. Which of the following is an example of a
Chola empire temple?

(a) Virupaksha temple
(b) Badami cave temple
(c) Chennakesava temple
(d) Airavateshvara temple
SSC CHSL 17/03/2020 (Shift-I)
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Ans. (d) The Chola rulers were great builders and
during their reign, the most magnificent temples were
built in South India. They ruled for nearly 1500 years
and temples become the centre of importance during
their power. The Airavatesvara temple at Darasuram in
Tamil Nadu was built by the great Chola king Rajaraja
and it is placed third, after the two famous chola
temples of Thanjavur and Gangaikondacholpuram
temple. Virupakhsha Temple is one of the famous Lord
Shiva temples located in Hampi, Karnataka and it was
built by Krishnadevraya, the ruler of Vijayanagara
empire.

268. Where is the famous rust-resistant iron pillar
located?

(a) Mysore
(c) Hyderabad

(b) Delhi
(d) Kolkata

SSC MTS 9-10-2017 (Shift-II)
Ans. (b) : The famous rust resistant iron pillar is
located in the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque in the Qutub
Complex at New Delhi. This pillar is also called as the
Victory Pillar and was made in the reign of Gupta
dynasty by Chandragupta II Vikramaditya (375-415
AD). He erected the pillar around 402 AD. Iltutmish
shifted it in 1233 AD as a booty of war from
Udayagiri to its current location in the Quwwat-ul-
Islam mosque. The pillar have lot of Sanskrit
inscription all over it. Scientists say that it is made up
of high amount of Phosphorus along with the purity of
Iron which has contributed to keep this pillar rust free.
269. The Iron Pillar is located in?

(a) Qutb Minar Complex

(b) Humayun’s Tomb

(c¢) Red Fort Complex

(d) Mahabodhi Temple Complex

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 31.01.17, 4:15 pm)

| Ans : (a) See the explanation of the above question. |

270.

Which of the following Jyotirlingas is in
Maharashtra ?

(a) Mahakaleshwar (b) Baidyanath
(c) Grishneshwar (d) Malikarjuna
SSC MTS 08/08/2019 (Shift-III)

Ans. (¢) : Grishneshwar Jyotirlinga is situated near the
village of Verul about 18 km from Daulatabad in
Mabharashtra. This temple is known as Ghrishneshwar.
This temple was renovated in the 18" century by
Mabharani Punyashloka Devi Ahilyabai of Holkar
Indore. While Mahakaleshwar Jyotirling is located in
Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh and Vaidynath temple is
located in Deoghar, Jharkhand.

271.

The popular rock-cut sculputure, the 'Descent
of the Ganga' is found in which of the
following places of India?
(a) Tanjore (b) Mahabalipuram
(c) Madurai (d) Mount Abu

SSC JE Mechanical - 25/09/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (b) : Mahabalipuram in state of Tamil Nadu is
famous for the splendor of its ancient temple and
architecture. Here the work of constructing artistic
temples and caves by carving stone was done during
the kings of the Pallava dynasty. Mahabalipuram's
prevalent Tamil name is another form of
Mamallapuram. This means the city of wrestlers which
has been sent here with the idols of the Ganges. It is
believed that the Gangavataran has been demonstrated
from the midst of Shiva's Yatra after the severe
penance performed by Bhagiratha to the death of his
ancestors.

272. Rajrappa is the location of a Shaktipeeth as
well as the confluence of the rivers Damodar
and Vera. Which state is it located in?

(a) Bihar (b) Odisha
(c) Jharkhand (d) West Bangal
SSC JE Electrical -26/09/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) : Rajarappa is a Shaktipeeth site and
pilgrimage place located in the state of Jharkhand
India. It is also the confluence of the Damodar and
Vera rivers. The temple of Maa Chinnamasta situated
at the confluence of the Damodar River is famous as
the second largest Shaktipeeth in the world after the
Kamakhya Temple in Assam.
273. Which dynasty had developed the Gandhara

School of Art in ancient India ?

(a) Kushana Dynasty  (b) Gupta Dynasty

(c¢) Mauryan Dynasty  (d) Chola Dynasty

SSC MTS 07/08/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (a) : Gandhara art flourished in India during the
rule of the Kushan Empire. Kanishka was the greatest
patron Kushan Art and Architecture. He was a famous
supporter of the arts. Gandhara art flourished during
his reign. The Gandhara school is deeply influenced
by the spitting system. with the painting

274.

Who built the group of monuments at

Mahabalipuram?

(a) Chola Kings (b) Pallava Kings

(c) Chera Kings (d) Chalukya Kings
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 23.01.17, 1:15 pm)

Ans : (b) Mahabalipuram or Seven Pagodas is a temple

of art in Tamil Nadu. It was created by the Pallava

rulers during 7" & 8" century A.D. The incredible

Ratha cave temple of Mahabalipuram was constructed

by the Pallava King, Narsimhavarman (Mahamalla).

275. Where is the Brihadeshwar temple, built during
the Chola period, is located?
(a) Mysore (b) Mahabalipuram
(¢) Tanjavur (d) Kanyakumari
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 06-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (¢) The Brihadeshwara Temple is a Hindu temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva located in Thanjavur in Tamil
Nadu. It is also known as Raja Rajeswara temple. It was
built by Chola ruler Raja Raja I and completed in 1010.
The temple is part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site

known as the "Great living Chola temples".
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276. The famous Brihadeshwara Temple is located in
(a) Madurai (b) Thanjavur
(c¢) Kanchipuram (d) Rameshwaram
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 11.01.17, 4:15 pm)

| Ans : (b) See the explanation of the above question. |

280. Odisha’s World famous Konark Sun Temple
was built by .

(a) Krishna dev Ray (b) Ashoka
(c) Chandragupta (d) Narasimhadeva
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 09.01.17, 4:15 pm)

277. A pillar containing inscriptions from three
different periods, i.e. the Mauryan period,
Gupta period and Mughal period, is located at:

(a) Topra
(b) Allahabad (Prayagraj)
(¢) Rummindei
(d) Lauriya Nandangarh
SSC CPO-SI - 11/12/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans : (b) A pillar containing inscriptions of three

different period of Mauryan period, Gupta period and
Mughal period is located in Allahabad (Prayagraj).
Ashoka Pillar has inscriptions of three rulers. It is an
excellent specimen of archaeological inscription. The
evidence of the India is found in the inscriptions
inscribed on the top of the Ashoks Pillars.

278.

Which temple complex is in the shape of a
gigantic chariot, having elaborately carved
stone wheels, pillars and walls ?

(a) Meenakshi Temple
(b) Mahabodhi Temple
(c) Brihadisvara Temple
(d) Konark Sun Temple
(SSC J.E. 04.03.17, 2:45 pm)

Ans : (d) The Sun Temple of Konark, also known as
the Black Pagoda is located in the city of Puri in
Odisha. It is a monumental representation of the Sun
God Surya's chariot; its 24 wheels are decorated with
symbolic designs and it is led by a team of size horses.
This temple is built in the Nagara style and red
sandstone and black granite stones have been used in its
construction. This temple was built by Ganga Dynasty
ruler Narasimha Deva in 1236-1364 AD. This temple
has been declared by UNESCO as a World Heritage
Site in1984. Its main feature is the sculptures drawn on
its outer walls.

e Meenakshi Temple-It is located in the city of]
Madurai in Tamil Nadu. It is a temple dedicated to Lord
Shiva and Goddess Parvati.

e Brihadisvara Temple— This temple is a classic
example of Chola architecture. It was built by Maharaja
Raj Raj I.

e Mahabodhi Temple-It is located in Bodhgaya,
Bihar. These sites provide an extraordinary record of]
events related to the life of Mahatma Buddha and facts
related to his workship.

279.

'Sun Temple' is situated in the state of ____
(a) Rajasthan (b) Andhra Pradesh
(¢) Odisha (d) Tamil Nadu
SSC GD 18/02/2019 (Shift-I1T)
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 02-09-2016, 1:15 pm
|Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question. |

|Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |
281. Which temple is built in the form of the chariot

of Surya, the Sun God with 24 wheels?

(a) Soorya Narayana Temple

(b) Dakshinaraka Temple

(c) Surya Pahar Temple

(d) Konark Sun Temple

(SSC 10+2 CHSL 18.01.17, 10 am)

| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |

282. What is the popular name of Monolithic rock
shrines at Mahabalipuram?

(a) Rathas (b) Prasadas
(c) Mathika (d) Gandhakuti
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 28-08-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (a) The popular name of Monolithic rock shrines
at Mahabalipuram are called Rathas. Mahabalipuram or
Seven Pagodas is a temple of art in Tamil Nadu. It was
created by the Pallava rulers during 7" & 8™ century
A.D. The incredible Ratha cave temple of
Mabhabalipuram was constructed by the Pallava King
Narsimhavarman (Mahamalla).

283. The Rath temples at Mahabalipuram were
built by .............

(a) Cholas
(c) Pallavas

(b) Chalukyas
(d) Chedis
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 28-08-2017

Ans: (c¢) See the explanation of the above question.

284. Chalukya temples (Jain temples) at Dilwara
are situated in

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Rajasthan (d) Haryana
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 29-08-2016, 10 am

Ans : (¢) Located near mount Abu in Rajasthan,
Dilwara temples comprise of five Jain temples that are
known for its religious and architectural significance
built between 11™ and 13" centuries AD, These temples
are one of the finest example of temples during the
reign of Chalukya dynasty. The temple was built in
1231AD by two brothers named Vastupala and Tejpal.
Among these temples, the 'Lun Vasahi temple'
dedicated to Neminath, the twenty second pilgrimage of]
Jainism, is most popular.

285. Which of the following place is nearest to

Hemish Math?
(a) Gantok (b) Darjeeling
(c) Leh (d) Dharmshala

SSC CPO-SI 25/11/2020 (Shift-I)
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Ans. (¢) : Hemis Monastery or Hemis Gompa is about
45 km south-east of Leh in the UT of Ladakh. It is a
Buddhist monastery which is attractive and beautiful
among all the monasteries in Ladakh. This monastery
is about 12000 feet. It is situated on the west bank of
the river Indus at high altitude.

286. What is the Mehrauli Pillar in the complex of
Qutub Minar primarily famous for?

(a) Proverbial height
(b) Skilful stone cutting
(c) Excellent quality steel
(d) Statue of Buddha on top
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 02-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (¢) Mehrauli Pillar is famous for excellent
quality steel because its high resistance to corrosion
and has been called a "testimony to the high level of
skill achieved by the ancient Indian iron smiths in the
extraction and processing of Iron". This piller of the
Gupta period is proving the superiority of the then
scientific development. This is a posthumous
inscription. It is mentioned that Chandragupta-II
defeated the union of kings formed in the Bengal battle
field. In the article, Chandragupta-II is said to be a
devotee of Vishnu who established the Vishnu flag on
a mountain called Vishnupad.

287. Which of the following is not correctly matched?
(a) The Mahakaal temple-Ujjain
(b) Sringeri Matha- Chikkmanglur district
(c) The Sun Temple- Konark
(d) Jain temples-Khajuraho
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 08-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (d) The Jain temples are associated with Dilwara
near Mount Abu, Rajasthan's only hill station. These
Jain temples were built by Vastupal-Tejpal. Khajuraho
is famous for its erotic temples and sculpture. The
Mahakaal temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva, which is
situated in Ujjain (Madhya Pradesh). Shringeri Matha
is located in the Chikkamangalur district on the banks
of the Tunga River, this monastery reflects the tradition
of Yajurveda. The monastery is set in the Hoysala and
Dravidian installation style. The Sun temple is located
in Konark (Odisha), it was established by king
Narsimhadeva of Ganga dynasty.

288. Shiva cave is located in...........
(a) Ajanta Caves (b) Ellora Caves
(c) Elephanta Caves (d) Badami Caves
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 02.02.17, 10 am)

Ans : (¢) Elephanta Caves are a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and a collection of cave temples
predominantly dedicated to the Hindu God Lord Shiva.
The cave of Shiva at Elephanta has at least ten distinct
representations of Shiva: two of these Shiva as
Ardhanarishvara, in which Shiva and the goddess Parvati
is joined as one, and Shiva as Gangadhara, in which
Shiva is shown bearing the force of the river goddess
Ganga's descends to earth, are referenced below. Shiva's
manifestation as Sadashiva where in the manifold
aspects of Shiva are depicted on multiple faces.

289. ..ceeneen comprises the archaeological remains of
a monastic and scholastic institution.

(a) Nalanda
(b) Rani ki vav
(c) Hill Forts of Rajasthan
(d) Fatehpur Sikri
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 08.02.17, 10 am)

Ans : (a) The Nalanda Mahavihara site is in the state of
Bihar, in north-eastern India. It comprises the
archaeological remains of a monastic and scholastic
institution dating from the 3" century BCE to the 13"
century CE. It includes stupas, shrines, Viharas
(residential and educational buildings) and important
art works in stucco, stone and metal. Nalanda stands
out as the most ancient university of the Indian
subcontinent.

290. Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi is in...............
(a) Karnataka (b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Maharashtra (d) Rajasthan
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.02.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans (b) Sanchi is also known as Kakanaya,
Kakanava, Kakanadabota and Bota Sriparvata in
ancient times is situated in the state of Madhya Pradesh.
It is a religious place with historical and archaeological
significance. Sanchi is famous in the world for stupas,
monolithic Asokan pillar, temples, monasteries and
sculptural wealth dating from 3" century BC to 12"
century AD.

291. Nalanda Mahavihara site is in
(a) Rajasthan (b) Assam
(c) Bihar (d) Gujarat
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 09.01.17, 10 am)
| Ans. (¢) Nalanda Mahavihara site is in the state of Bihar. |

292. Group of Monuments at Pattadakal is in
(a) Maharashtra (b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Karnataka (d) Madhya Pradesh
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 17.01.17, 1:15 pm)
Ans : (¢) Group of Monuments at Pattadakal is situated
in the southern state of Karnataka. It is famous for their
harmonious blend of architectural forms of northern
and southern India. Pattadakal, was the capital of the
Chalukya dynasty of medieval India. This famous
world heritage site consists of a group of ten major
temples, each displaying interesting architectural
features. These Group of Monuments at Pattadakal was
built by Chalukya kings.
293. Who built the Group of Monuments at Pattadakal?
(a) Chola Kings (b) Pallava Kings
(c) Chera Kings (d) Chalukya Kings
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 27.01.17, 10 am)
| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |

294. The oldest rock-cut architecture is found in.......
(a) Rajasthan (b) Bihar
(c) Karnataka (d) Mizoram
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.02.17, 10 am)

45



Ans : (b) The oldest rock-cut architecture is found in
the Barabar caves, Bihar, which were built around the
3™ century BC. Other early cave temples are found in
the western Deccan. These are mostly Buddhist shrines
and Monasteries dating between 100 BC and 170 AD.
Most of them belong to the Mauryan period. On
Barabar hills, Ashoka built four caves for the
livelihoods, namely Karan Chaupar, Sudama, Lomas
Rishi and Vishvakarma. There are a total of seven caves
on these hills, three of which have inscriptions of
Ashoka.

295. Ellora Cavesisin____
(a) Karnataka (b) Madhya pradesh
(¢) Maharashtra (d) Rajasthan
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 10.01.17, 4:15 pm)
Ans : (¢) Ellora is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
located in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra,
India. It is one of the largest rock-cut Hindu temple
cave complexes in the world, featuring Hinduism in
particular and few Buddhist and Jain monuments with
artwork dating from the 600-1000 CE period. It was
built during the Rashtrakuta dynasty.
296. Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka is located in the
foothills of?
(a) Western Ghats (b) Aravalli Range
(¢) Vindhya Range (d) Eastern Ghats
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 30.01.17, 1:15 pm)
Ans : (c) Bhimbetka caves are located in the Raisen
District of Madhya Pradesh. These rock shelters are in
the foothills of the Vindhyan Mountains on the
Southern edge of the central Indian plateau. Dr. V.S.
Wakankar (one of the most renowed archeologists),
discovered these caves in 1958. The word 'Bhimbetka’,
is derived from 'Bhim Baitka'. These caves are named
after 'Bhima', one of the five Pandavas of Mahabharata.
Bhimbetka simply means "sitting place of Bhima".
297. Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka is in...........
(a) Maharashtra (b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Karnataka (d) Madhya Pradesh
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 02.02.17, 1:15 pm)

| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |

298. Which is representative of Dravida style of
temple architecture?

(a) Viman (b) Shikhara
(¢) Mandapa (d) Gopuram
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 10.01.17, 4:15 pm)

Ans : (a) Vimana is the structure over the garbhagriha
or inner sanctum in the Hindu temples of south India
and Odisha in east India is like a stepped pyramid that
rises up geometrically rather than the curving Shikhara
of North India. The front wall has an entrance geteway
in its centre, which is known as a Gopuram.

299. Elephanata Caves is in
(a) Maharashtra (b) Odisha
(¢) Rajasthan (d) Sikkim
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.01.17, 10 am)

Ans : (a) Elephanta caves are located in Maharashtra.
In other words we can say that it is located in Mumbai
Harbour. The caves here are mainly related to
Shaivism. It is in the form of, elephant that the famous
trinity of Shiva is found which is called 'Mahesh
murthy. They were built by the Rashtrakuta rulers.

300. Elephanta Caves is located in which city?
(a) Nashik (b) Kolhapur
(c) Pune (d) Mumbai
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 17.01.17, 1:15 pm)
| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question. |

301. .......... caves are a network of sculpted caves
located in Mumbai Harbour.

(a) Ajanta (b) Ellora
(c) Elephanta (d) Badami
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 21.01.17, 4:15 pm)
| Ans : (¢) See the explanation of the above question. |
302. Elephanta caves are attributed to which God?
(a) Shiva (b) Krishna
(¢) Indra (d) Hanuman
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 27.01.17, 4:15 pm)
| Ans : (a) See the explanation of the above question. |

303. The earliest reference to sati custom is made in

which of the following inscriptions?

(a) Allahabad Pillar inscription

(b) Eran inscription of Bhanugupta

(c) Aihole inscription of Pulkesin II

(d) Bhitan inscription of Skandgupta

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 01-09-2016, 1:15 pm

Ans : (b) The earliest historical evidence of the Sati
system is found in an inscription engraved in 510 AD.
on a pillar found at Eran near Sagar in Madhya Pradesh,
i.e. the Eran posthumous inscription of Goparaja.
Ascribed to Bhanugupta, the inscription mentions that

his wife followed him on the pyre after his death in the
battle against the Hunas.

304. The famous Vishnu temple at Angkor Wat in

Cambodia was built by?

(a) Shrutavarman (b) Suryavarman II

(c) Indravarman (d) Aniruddha

SSC CGL (TIER-1) 11-09-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (b) The Vishnu Temple at Ankor Wat in
Combodia was built by the Khmer king Suryavarman II
in the early 12th century in Yasodharapura (Present-day
Angkor), The capital of the Khmer empire, as his state
temple and eventual mausoleum. It was gradually

transformed into a Buddhist temple toward the end of]
the 12th century.

305. Gyana Saraswati temple of southern India is
located at:
(a) Puducherry
(c) Thrissur

(b) Tirunelveli
(d) Basara
SSC CPO-SI - 11/12/2019 (Shift-II)

46



Ans. (d) : Gyana Saraswati Temple of South India is a
famous pilgrimage site located in Basara Village of
Nirmal district of Telangana state. This temple is built
on white stones and has a four feet high grand statue
of Maa Saraswati installed. This temple is situated on
the banks of river Godavari called as Ganga of south
India or Dakshni Ganga.
306. Which historical site is located in 'Jaugada' in

Odisha ?

(a) Artefacts of Mauryan empire

(b) Kings Amphitheater of Gupta dynasty

(c) Palace of the Nawabs of Bengal

(d) Rock edicts of Ashoka

SSC CPO-SI - 13/12/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans : (d) The first inscription in India was introduced by
Ashoka. His inscription were issued as a state order,
Ashoka was the first ruler who addressed Public through
inscriptions. The Jaugada inscription is in Ganjam, Odisha.
It was discovered by Walter Elliot in 1850 A.D.

307. The famous caves of Udayagiri
Khandagiri are locatedin
(a) Uttrakhand (b) Tripura
(c) Odisha (d) Chhattisgarh
SSC CPO-SI 23/11/2020 (Shift-1T)

Ans. : (¢) Udayagiri and Khandagiri are the two hills
located near Bhubaneshwar in Odisha. There are
partially artificial caves in these hills which are of
archaeological, historical and religious importance. In
the 'Hathigumpha inscription', its description is found
as 'Kumari Parvat'. There are 18 caves in Udayagiri
and 15 caves in Khandagiri.
308. Charupallam, 'the village of the Incline' is
located near which temple ?
(a) Jagannath Puri
(b) Tirupati Temple
(c) Rajarajeshwara Temple
(d) Konark Temple
SSC MTS 09/08/2019 (Shift-III)
Ans. (¢) To built the Rajarajeshvara temple at
Thanjavur architects built an inclined path to the top
of the temple to place a boulder on rollers, which was
rolled in all the way to the top of the shikhara. Even
today, a village near the Rajarajeshvara temple is
called Charupallam, the "Village of the Incline".
309. Which of the following temple is built by
Rastrakutas Dynasty ?
(a) Kailash Temple
(b) Adi Kumbeswarar
(c) Brihadeshwara Temple
(d) Chennakeshava Temple
SSC MTS 02/08/2019 (Shift-I)
Ans. (a) : Kailasha temple was built by the 8™ century
Rashtrakuta king Krishna-I. It is located in Ellora cave
in Aurangabad, Maharashtra. There are 34 caves in

Ellora. The Kailashanatha temple (Cave 16) in one of
the 34 cave temple & Monasteries known collectively

and

310. Kapaleeswarar Temple in Tamil Nadu is

dedicated to which Indian God ?

(a) Vishnu (b) Durga
(c) Brahma (d) Shiva
SSC MTS 19/08/2019 (Shift-T)
Ans. (d) Lord 'Shiva' is worshiped in the

Kapaleeswarar temple of Tamil Nadu. It is one of the
oldest and famous temples of South India. This temple
is located in Mylapore, Chennai city. The
Kapaleshwar temple was built by the Pallavas in the
7™ century

311.

Temple for Goddess Nishumbhasudini was
built by .
(a) Pallavas (b) Cholas
(c) Gupta Dynasty (d) Muttraiyar
SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans. (b) : In the 9th century, the Chola dynasty was
established on the ruins of the Pallavas. The founder of
this dynasty was Vijayalaya (850 — 871 AD) whose
capital was Thanjavur. Vijayalaya assumed the title of

as the Ellora caves.

'Parakesari' and built a temple of Nishumbhasudini Devi'.

312. Ajanta and Ellora caves are located in which

state of India ?
(a) Goa
(c) Bihar

(b) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Maharashtra
SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (d) Ajanta and Ellora caves are located in
Maharashtra.

313. The Chaiturgarh Fort in Korba, Chhattisgarh

is home to a famous and unique temple. Which

is that temple ?

(a) Adi Shankaracharya temple

(b) Varaha Murthy temple

(¢) Yudhistira temple

(d) Mabhishasur Mardini temple

SSC MTS 13/08/2019 (Shift-I1I)

Ans. (d) The Chaiturgarh Fort in Korba,
Chhattisgarh is home to a famous and unique temple
Mahishasur Mardini. Another Mahishasur Mardini,

Mandapa was built by Pallava dynasty in
Kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu.

314. 'Which of the following cities is home of the famous
Swaminarayan Akshardham temple in India?
(a) Mysore (b) Madurai
(c) Vadodara (d) New Delhi
SSC CHSL 15/10/2020 (Shift-II)
Ans. (d) : Akshardham Temple located in New Delhi
is also called Swaminarayan Akshardham Temple. It is
one of the largest Hindu temple complexes in India
which officially opened on 6 November, opened to the
public in 2005. This temple has been built in the
memory of Jyotirdhar Swami Narayan Bhagwan.
315. Meenakshi Temple is located in which state ?
(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Kerala
(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Karnataka
SSC MTS 19/08/2019 (Shift-11T)
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Ans. (c¢) : Meenakshi Temple is a famous temple located
in the city of Madurai in the state of Tamil Nadu. This
temple is also known as Meenakshi Sundareswarar
Temple or Meenakshi Amman Temple. This temple is
dedicated to Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati.

316. The Biraja Temple, the Rajarani Temple and
the Samaleswari Temple are all located in—.
(a) Assam (b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Kerala (d) Odisha
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 04/03/2020 (Shift-I)
Ans. (d) Biraja Temple, Rajarani Temple and
Samaleshwari Temple, all are located in Odisha. The

Jagannath Temple of Puri and the Sun Temple of Konark
are world famous among other temples of Odisha.

317. ‘Dharmaraja (Yudhishthir) Ratha’, ‘Bhima
Ratha’, ‘Arjuna Ratha’ and ‘Nakula Sahadeva
Ratha’ are four of the Panch Rathas at
Mahabalipuram. What is the name of the fifth
Ratha?

(a) Bhishma Ratha (b) Krishna Ratha
(c) Karna Ratha (d) Draupadi Ratha
SSC CGL (Tier-I)-2019 — 05/03/2020 (Shift-1I)

Ans. (d) : The Pallava dynasty kings built Pancha

Rathas in the 7th century on the names of the

characters of Mahabharata by King Mahendravarman

and his son Narasimhavarman I (630-668 AD). Which
are as follows- 1. Dharmaraja Ratha (Yudhisthir

Ratha) 2. Bhima Ratha 3. Arjuna Ratha 4. Nakula

Sahadeva Ratha and 5. Draupadi Ratha.

318. Where is the Dharmraja Ratha monument
located?
(a) Suchindram (b) Kanchipuram
(c) Mahabalipuram (d) Khajuraho
SSC CGL (Tier-1)-2019 — 07/03/2020 (Shift-I)

| Ans : (c) See the expalanation of the above question. |

(i)
319. With reference to the early Indian history, who
among the following was famous in the field of
medicine?
(a) Banabhatta
(c) Harisena

(b) Visakhadatta
(d) Charaka
SSC MTS 13/10/2021 (Shift-I)

Ans. (d) : In ancient India, Charaka was a famous in
the field of medicine. He is the renowned author of the
oldest surviving text in Ayurveda Charaka Samhita.

320. Si-yu-ki or Buddhist Records of the Western
World was written by:
(a) Marco Polo (b) Fa-Hien
(c) Abdur Razzak (d) Hiuen Tsiang
SSC CGL 20/04/2022 (Shift-II)

Ans.(d) Book Author

Si - yu-ki Hiuen Tsiang
The Travels of Marko Polo Marko Polo
Matla-us-Sadain wa-Majma-ul-Bahrain |Abdul Razzaq
Fo-kwo-ki Fa-Hian

321. Who among the following was a contributor to

the subject of medicine in ancient India?
(a) Harsha (b) Bhasa
(c) Charaka (d) Panini
SSC CGL 20/04/2022 (Shift-1T)

Ans.(c) Charaka was one of the principal contributors
to Ayurveda, a system of medicine and life style
developed in Ancient India.

322.

Who among the following was an ancient
Indian mathematician-astronomer?

(a) Amalananda (b) Nagarjuna
(c) Varahamihira (d) Banabhatta
SSC CGL 20/04/2022 (Shift-11I)

Ans. (¢) Among the following Varahmihira was an
ancient Indian mathematician-astronomer who wrote a
book Brihat-Samhita.

323.

Which of the following books was written by
Panini?
(a) Raghuvamsam (b) Kathasaritsagara
(c) Ashtadhyayi (d) Manusmriti

SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 20/08/2021 (Shift III)

Ans. (¢) : ‘Ashtadhyayi’, a book on grammar is

written by Sanskrit scholar Panini. Some important

books and their authors are listed below —

Author Book

Kalidasa - Raghuvamsham,
Abhijnanashakuntalam

Somdeva - Kathasaritsagara,
Lalitvigrahraj

Bhrigu - Manu Smriti

Nagarjuna - Satasahrika

Narayan Bhatt — Hitopadesh

324. ‘Ashtadhyayi’, written by Sanskrit scholar

Panini, is a book on
(a) medicine
(c) economy

(b) law
(d) grammar
SSC CGL 18/04/2022 (Shift-I111)
[Ans. (d) See the explanation of above question. |
325. The rules made for the were written
down in a book called ‘Vinaya Pitaka’.
(a) Vaishnavites (b) Buddhist sangha
(c) Lingayats (d) Shakta cult
SSC CGL—(Tier-I) 18/08/2021 (Shift II)
Ans. (b) : The tripitaka of Buddhism consists of

Vinay Pitaka : consist of the disciplinary rules, acts
and duties for mulated by Buddha.

Sutta Pitaka : It contains teachings of Buddha, as
deciphered by Ananda & Upali.

Abhidhammaka Pitaka : consists of summary of
Buddhas teaching.
326. As per Tamil Tradition, Assemblies of poets —
known as 'Sangam' were held at:
(a) Madurai (b) Mahabalipuram
(c) Puhar (d) Arikamedu

SSC JE Electrical 29.10.2020 (Shift-1I)
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Ans (a) : In South India (the area south of the Krishna
and Tungabhadra rivers). The period between about
300 BCE to 300 AD is known as 'Sangam Period'.
Tamil poets organized gatherings called it 'Sangam' in
the eighth century. There is a description of three
confluences first Madurai, Second Kapatapuram, third
was held in Madurai.

327. Who wrote the 'Amuktamalyada' ?
(a) Krishnadevaraya (b) Brahmadeva Raya
(c) Bukka Raya (d) Harihara Raya
SSC MTS 02/08/2019 (Shift-II)

Ans. (a) : Krishnadevaraya of Tuluva dynasty of
Vijayanagara composed two literary works:

1. Amuktamalyada — Telugu
2. Jambavati Kalyanum — Sanskrit

The 8 excellent poets of Telugu literature were
patronized by Krishnadevaraya as "Ashtadiggaj". His
reign was termed as the" classical period of Telugu
literature." Two great travellers Domingo Paes and
Barbosa visited his court.

328. Who were the patrons Sangama Literature?
(a) Nayakas (b) Chandellas
(c) Pandyas (d) Solankis
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 31-08-2016, 4:15 pm

Ans : (¢) Sangama literature is the name given to the
earliest available Tamil literature. Sangam, the
association of poets and literature, took place under the
patronage of the Pandya rulers. The first Sangama
(conference of poets) was held in Madurai under the
chairmanship of Agastya Rishi.

329. Tolkappiyar is a famous ancient grammarian

of the language.
(a) Tamil (b) Telugu
(¢) Kannada (d) Oriya

SSC CPO-SI - 11/12/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans : (a) Tolkappiyar is a famous ancient grammarian
of the Tamil language. He 1is the author of]
'Tolkappiyam, an ancient text of Tamil grammar.

330. Which of the following books is written by

Varahamihira?

(a) Kumarasambhava (b) Shakuntala

(c) Brihat Samhita (d) Ritusamhara

SSC MTS 08/08/2019 (Shift-I)

Ans. (¢) : Varahmihira was born in Kapith Village
near Ujjain in a Brahmin family. Aryabhatta was the
teacher of Varahmihira. Varahmihira wrote several
books like Brihat Samhita, Panchsiddhantika.

Varahmihir was one of the nine jewels (Navratas) of
Gupta king Chandragupta II Vikramaditya.

Note: Kumarsambhavam, Abhigyan Shakuntalam are
literary works of Kalidasa.

Ans. (a) : Judaism is the religion of Israel and Hebrew
speakers. In this religion, there is a predominance of
monotheism and the messenger of god, that is the
Prophet. Judaism texts are Tanakh, Talmud and
Midrash. The Jewish prayer place is called Synagogue.

the first

332. Who among the following was
grammarian of the Sanskrit language?

(a) Kalhana (b) Maitreyi
(c) Kalidasa (d) Panini
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 08-09-2016, 4:15 pm
Ans : (d) Panini is considered as the first grammarian
of Sanskrit language. He is particularly known for his
formulation of the 3,959 rules of Sanskrit morphology,
syntax and semantics in the grammar known as
Ashtadhyayi, the foundational text of the grammatical
branch of the Vedanga, the auxiliary scholarly
disciplines of the historical Vedic religion.
333. What is the name of the book written by Panini?
(a) Mahabhashya (b) Mitakshara
(c) Madhyamika Karika (d) Ashtadhyayi
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 07-09-2016, 10 am
| Ans : (d) See the explanation of the above question.
334. The Arthashastra was written by
(a) Chanakya (b) Kalidas
(c) Harsha Vardhans  (d) Vatsayayana
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 07.01.17, 10 am)
Ans : (a) The Arthashastra was written by Chanakya, the
great scholar behind the establishment of the Magadha
empire. Chanakya, also known as Kautilya was the Prime
Minister to the King Chandragupta Maurya. The book
deals with various aspect of statecraft that must be taken

into consideration by a monarch in order to be able to rule
his subjects effectively.

335. The important book written by Kautilya is
(a) Arthashastra
(b) Indica
(c) Arya Manju Sri Mula Kapa
(d) Rajatarangini
SSC CGL (TIER-1) 06-09-2016, 1:15 pm
| Ans : (a) See the explanation of the above question.
336. Who wrote the Panchatantra?
(a) Vyasa (b) Vishnu Sharma
(c) Valmiki (d) Yajnavalkya
(SSC 10+2 CHSL 10.01.17, 4:15 pm)
Ans : (b) Panchtantra is an ancient Indian collection of
animal fables of stories. It was written by Vishnu Sharma
Indian scholar and author. It is one of the most famous
non-religion books, translated in different languages and is

known by different names in different cultures. The book
was originally written in Sanskrit language.

331. The 'Tanakh' is the sacred text of which

religion/sect?
(a) Judaism (b) Zen Buddhism
(c) Confucianism (d) Taoism
SSC CGL (Tier-I) — 11/06/2019 (Shift-111)

337. In which of the following languages did

Kamban wrote Ramayan ?
(a) Kannada (b) Malyalam
(c) Tamil (d) Telgu
SSC CPO-SI 24/11/2020 (Shift-I)
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