






A B O U T  T H E  B O O K

Polity is construed as a political entity in the context of the state. It also reflects 
the form of government, which includes its powers, functions, and limitations. 

On the other hand, the Constitution is defined as a body of fundamental principles 
according to which a state is formed or ruled. It is fundamental because it follows the 
basic rules for minimum coordination in society, along with the type of government, 
its functions, responsibilities, and boundaries. These basic rules include the rights and 
duties of the people of that country and how to implement them. Hence the constitution 
can be understood as the fundamental law of a country. Thus, it can be said that the 
polity of a country is built based on its constitution and any change in the polity is 
possible only when the constitution is amended.

In this way, the Indian polity is a political system that is followed for the operation 
of uniform rule in India. It gives knowledge of the functions of the Indian Constitution 
as well as the legislature, executive and judiciary. It covers a wide range of subjects like 
evolution of constitution, citizenship, fundamental rights, directive principles, President, 
Prime Minister and Council of Ministers, various courts, state and local governments, 
electoral system. In conclusion, the Indian polity imparts to us an understanding of our 
democratic governance as well as our rights.

A civil servant is expected to understand the various rules and regulations of Indian 
polity, agencies of governance and various provisions of the Indian Constitution for better 
administration of the people. Because of this, the Union Public Service Commission has 
included Indian polity and Constitution in the General Studies question paper of Civil 
Services Main Examination as well as in the preliminary examination. Apart from this, 
various competitive examinations like UPSC, PCS, SSC, Railways, especially Preliminary 
and one-day examinations also cover the syllabus of Indian polity and constitution. 
Besides, the number of questions asked in these exams from this topic is also profuse.

Indian polity and constitution areinteresting as well as a dynamic subject. Over time, 
rules and regulations related to governance change and amendments are made to the 



constitution. It is worth noting that in its constitutional history of 70 years, the Indian 
Constitution has been amended more than 100 times. Therefore, it is necessary for the 
candidates to continuously update themselves with current events. More and more 
questions related to practical and contemporary polity have been asked in comparison 
to traditional questions in recent years. Therefore, there is a need to study this subject 
with this in mind. For this, there is also a need to pay attention to the reports of various 
ministries and the steps taken by the government to provide good governance. The 
chapters of India Year Book ongovernance, published by the Publication Department, 
Government of India, should also be read once.

The booklet in hand, 'NCERT Indian Polity and Constitution Compendium', is 
useful for the candidates of all one-day multiple-choice examinations from UPSC to 
PCS and from SSC to Railways. It has a total of 21 chapters, including the constitutional 
development of Indian polity, the process of constitution-making, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Union and its territory, citizenship provisions, Fundamental Rights, 
Directive Principles and Duties, Union Executive, Parliament of India, Indian Judiciary, 
Governance of States, State Legislatures and Union Territories, Local Governance, 
Administration of Scheduled and Tribal Areas, Center-State Relations, Services under 
Union and States, Election and Election Commission, Special provisions in respect of 
certain sections, various commissions, amendments to the Indian constitution, etc, that 
have been presented in point-wise question and answer style. Apart from this, related 
terminology and facts have been compiled on every page. The final chapter covers the 
questions asked from this topic in various examinations from previous years’ along with 
the answers. Various tables are also given in almost all the chapters, which themselves 
contain additional facts.

We hope, this book will prove beneficial for all our readers. You must send your 
feedback to us so that the next editions can be improved and made more usable. 

With best wishes,

— Publisher
Email : sanket2000_us@yahoo.com
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CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN POLITY
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PRIVY COUNCIL

The Privy Council was established 
on 1 May 1708. It was a type of Su-
preme Appellate Court. The appeals 
against Supreme Court decisions 
went to this council. After indepen-
dence, the right to appeal in the Privy 
Council was abolished by the Privy 
Council Jurisdiction Abolition Act, 
1949.

ACT OF SETTLEMENT, 1781

The Act of Settlement, 1781 was 
passed by the British Parliament 
with the aim of removing the short-
comings of the Regulating Act of 
1773. Accordingly, the Government 
of Calcutta was also empowered 
to make laws for Bengal, Bihar, 
and Orissa. The act prohibited the 
Supreme Court from taking action 
against the employees of the compa-
ny for actions done by them as gov-

-
ed to respect the social and religious 
customs of Indians while framing 
and implementing the law. Revenue 
jurisdiction was abolished by this 
Act of Settlement.

REGULATING ACT, 1773

The Regulating Act, 1773 empow-
ered the emperor of England to es-
tablish the Supreme Court in Cal-
cutta. As a result, Emperor George II 
issued a charter on 26 July 1774 to 
establish the Supreme Court in Kolk-
ata. It was a court of records where 
a complete record of cases was kept. 
Sir Eliza Impey was appointed as the 
Chief Justice and Robert Chambers, 
Stephen Caesar Le Maistre and John 
Hyde as the other judges. The Su-
preme Court was empowered to hear 

CHAPTER

1
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all criminal, civil, human rights relat-
ed and religious matters. It was also 
empowered to issue writs. The deci-
sion of the Supreme Court could be 
appealed in the Privy Council. By the 
way, the Federal Court in India was 
established by the Government of In-
dia Act, 1935 on October 1,1937. Sir 
Maurice Gwyer was appointed as the 

DIARCHY

Diarchy is a constitutional system un-
der which governance is carried out 
through two systems. It can also be 
called the operation of power by two 
independent authorities. The theory 
of diarchy was presented by British 
editor Lionel Curtis. Later, this prin-
ciple was implemented in the Indian 
Government Legislation Act of 1919, 
in accordance with which diarchy rule 
was established in the provinces. By 

-
dia was imposed in Bengal under the 
Treaty of Allahabad of 1765 AD. Un-
der this, the East India Company had 
the authority to recover land revenue, 
while the administration was run in 
the name of the Nawab of Bengal. 
According to the system of diarchy, 
administration of the departments of 
education, autonomous governance, 
public health, public works, agricul-
ture and cooperative etc. were trans-
ferred to the ministers in the prov-
inces. These ministers were elected 
members of the Provincial Legislative 
Assembly and were responsible to 
the Legislative Assembly. On the oth-
er hand, the administration of the de-
partments of Revenue, Law, Justice, 
Police, Irrigation, Labor and Finance 
etc. was reserved for the members of 
the Executive Council of the Gover-
nor. These members were nominated 
by the Governor and were responsi-
ble to him and not to the Legislative 
Assembly. In such a situation, the 
provincial departments had to face 
the members of the Executive Coun-
cil for their expenses. This system of 
governance was also included in the 
Government of India Act, 1935, un-
der which arrangements were made 
to implement it at the center as well. 
But the new government legislation of 



9

CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN POLITY

             
         

    
            

     
   

Charter Act of 1813 AD
             

      
             

          
           

          

            
          

    
           

         
    

            
 

      

Charter Act of 1833
             

         
     

             
         

            
          
        

              
      

            
          

    
            

            
         

             
  

             
 

Charter Act of 1853
           

     
           

            
     

              
    

1935 could never be fully implement-
ed. After India's independence and 
the formation of the new constitution 
of India, the old government legisla-
tion and the system of diarchy ended 
automatically.

SEPARATE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL FOR INDIA

A separate Legislative Council was 
established for India under the Char-
ter Act of 1853. This council consist-
ed of 12 members. The Command-
er-in-Chief, the Governor-General, 
four members of the Governor-Gen-
eral and 6 Councilors were members 
of the Legislative Council. These 6 
members included the Chief Justice 
of Bengal, a judge of the Calcutta Su-
preme Court and the representatives 
of the four provinces of Bengal, Ma-
dras, Bombay and Agra. Thus. the 
principle of territorial representation 

-
lative Council.

SLAVERY AND ITS PROHIBITION

Since ancient times, slavery was 
prevalent not only in India but in 
many countries of the world. It is 
believed that 'slavery' is mentioned 
in China in 18th-12th century BC 
. It is also mentioned in the ancient 
book 'Manusmriti' of India. During 
the Muslim rule in India, there was 
a great increase in slavery. Even the 
cruel practice of making slaves into 
eunuchs began during their rule. 
This practice continued for a long pe-
riod even after the establishment of 
British rule in India. Britain in 1807 
and in US Congress in 1808 banned 
the buying and selling of African 
slaves in their respective countries 
under their Slavery abolition laws. 
By 1833, this law was implemented 
throughout the British Empire. During 
the British rule in India, slavery was 
declared illegal in India by the Char-
ter Act of 1833. After this, in 1843 
AD, the practice was banned during 
the tenure of Governor General Lord 
Ellenborough with the passage of the 
Indian Slavery Act.
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA

The post of Secretary or Secretary of 
State for India was created in 1858. 
All powers of 'Board of Directors' and 
'Board of Control' were handed over 
to the Secretary of India. The Secre-
tary of India used to be a member 
of the British Cabinet. As a result, 
he was only responsible to the Brit-
ish Parliament. A 15-member Indian 
Council was formed to assist him, in 
which 7 members were appointed by 
the Court of Directors and the remain-
ing 8 were appointed by the British 
Government. More than half of these 

of having lived in India for at least 10 
years. The Secretary of India used to 
be the chairman of this council. The 
expenses of the Secretary of India 
and his council were paid from the 
Indian treasury. Lord Stanley was 

was from August 2, 1858 to June 11, 
1859. The second Secretary of State 
for India was Sir Charles Wood, who 
held this position from 18 June 1859 
to 16 February 1866. Since 1937, 
Burma also came under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of India. Thus, the 
post came to be known as 'Secretary of 
State for India and Burma'. The Mar-
quess of Jutland was the last Secretary 

post of Secretary of State for India and 
Burma. The last person to hold this post 
was The Earl of Listwell, whose tenure 
ran from August 14, 1947 to January 4, 
1948. Before this, this post was held by 
Lord Pethick(1945–47).

BRITISH RULE IN BURMA

In 1754 AD, Alaungpaya conquered 
the Shan and Mon kingdoms and 
established the 'Burmese dynasty', 
which lasted until the 19th century. 
The British won three wars and es-
tablished British rule in Burma. In 
the First Anglo-Burma War (1824–
26), the British gained control over 
Arakan and Tenasserim; as a re-
sult of the Second Anglo-Burma War 
(1852), the southern part of Burma 
came under them and in the Third 
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Anglo-Burma War (1885), they occu-
pied the whole of Burma. In 1886, 
the whole of Burma came under the 
British Indian Empire, but Burma 
was separated from India under 
the Indian Government Act of 1935. 
|From 1937, Burma was duly sepa-
rated from India and made a colony 
of the British Crown. India got inde-
pendence from the British Raj on 15 
August 1947 and Burma on 4 Janu-
ary 1948.

MORLEY MINTO REFORMS

The Indian Council Act, 1909 is also 
known as the Morley-Minto Reforms 
because Lord Minto was the Vice-
roy of India and Lord Morley was 
the Secretary of State when this Act 
was passed. Lord Morley was an 
advocate of reforms in the Indian ad-
ministration and Lord Minto agreed 
with his views. That is why the re-
forms done by them are known as 
Morley-Minto reforms. By this, the 

recognized in India; Indians got rep-
-

ecutive Council of the Governor Gen-
eral and limited powers were also 
given to the members of Central and 
Legislative Councils. Besides, special 
concessions were given to Muslims in 
terms of representation by this act. 
In fact, the government wanted to 
curb the rise of nationalism through 
these reforms by luring the moder-
ates and Muslims, in which it was 
successful to some extent. With the 
reforms of 1909, the public received 
only nominal reforms. Such circum-
stances were created the bitterness 
between the legislature and the ex-
ecutive increased and the relations 
between Indians and the government 
worsened. Overall, the public did not 
get much from these reforms. That 
is why Mahatma Gandhi said, 'Mor-
ley-Minto reforms destroyed us."

HIGH COMMISSIONER & AMBASSADOR

The representatives of Common-
wealth member countries are known 
as High Commissioners in each other 
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countries. The member countries of 
the Commonwealth are those coun-
tries which have been under Britain 
at some time. Representatives of In-
dia in Commonwealth countries are 
called High Commissioners and in 

Foreign Service is called High Com-
mission. For example, the representa-
tive of the Government of India in Pa-
kistan, England or Australia is called 
the High Commissioner, because 
they are all members of the Common-
wealth. On the other hand, in addition 
to the Commonwealth countries, the 
representatives of the Government of 
India in other countries such as the 
United States and Japan are called 
ambassadors . Also, the Indian Min-

in these countries is called 'Embas-
sy'. The role of a High Commission-
er or an Ambassador is the same. In 
accordance with the recommendation 
of the Karve Committee, Sir William 
Stevenson Meyer was appointed as 
a High Commissioner of India to En-
gland in 1920. After India's indepen-
dence V.K. Krishna Menon served as 

United Kingdom.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1919

The British Parliament passed the 
new 'Government of India Act, 1919' 
for the colonial administration of 
India. It is also called the 'Mon-
tague-Chelmsford Reform', as Edwin 
Montague was the Secretary of India 
and Lord Chelmsford was the Vice-
roy at the time of the passing of this 
Act. The government claimed that the  
'progress of responsible governance' 
was a highlight of this Act, but it had 
many shortcomings. For example, it 
offered very limited franchise to In-
dians; the members of the Executive 
Council at the Center had no control 
over the decisions of the Governor 
General. Neither was the division of 
subjects at the center satisfactory. 
The division of administration into 
two independent parts at the provin-
cial level was also against the princi-
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o  Com  S    Simon Commission   m n  
o  ominion s s   – o  s ssion  

  nin m m  ommi  n  os  i m ns i  s ons i  
in    n S  o  S  o  i n  o   
ons i ion  o  i s   –  o i  

   Note : 
  s mi   is ommi  is no n s   o

 n  omm n  s m n  o    o   oin  o  
o  o   omm ni i s s o os  o o  o is o os  
 mos   – mm  i inn

  o n   on n  s  in on on o onsi   Simon 
Commission o   Con ss i  no  i i  in  s  
o n   on n  s  s  o  i  ons ns s o  no   

 n s is on n    –  o m  
 s  s  o   n i in  o    o i i  

in  s on  o n   on n  on  o   Con ss    
  – m  n i

  i  o n   on n  i  Comm n   n  oon  
 m   i  s i  s n ion s i n o i io s 

o s n  io s s  o s o  in s
–S on  o n   Con n

  i  n  n  o n   on n  s  in o m  
  i   s  in is s onsi    oin  

S  Commi  o   i is  i m n  s  on i s s s ions  
i   m  in o is n   – o nm n  o  n i   

Government of India Act, 1935
 o s s i  mos  o   o isions o   s n  Cons i ion o  

n i   s  on   o    – o  nnin s
  s  m in os  o     

– s is in    s
 i  s o  i is  n i   o  in  in   

s   i is  o in s n  in  s s
 s   o   im m n  in i   – o
 o  m n  is s o   i ision o  o s  m n ion  in is 

–  nion is  S  is  n  Con n  is

ple and practice of polity. However, 
this Act has an important place in the 
history of constitutional development 
of India. The immediate cause of this 
act of 1919 was the 1916 Home Rule 
Movement and the Mesopotamia Com-
mission Report, which clearly accused 

The Act was enacted in 1921.

DOMINION STATE

Dominion State meant a British col-
ony, which was completely indepen-
dent in internal affairs but was sub-
ject to the British in foreign affairs. 
It is also called colonial self-govern-

-
manded by the Indian National Con-
gress in 1908. At that time, it only 
meant that Indians should be given 
the right to self-government in inter-
nal affairs much like what Canada 
had under the British empire. But, 
the British Indian government reject-
ed this demand. On 31 October 1929, 
Viceroy Lord Irwin declared that the 
goal of constitutional development in 
India was to achieve colonial self-
rule. But, the Congress refused to 
accept it and declared complete inde-
pendence.

NEHRU REPORT (1928)

An eight-member committee was ap-
pointed on 19 May 1926 to prepare 
the draft of the Indian Constitution 
under the chairmanship of Pt. Motilal 
Nehru. It submitted its report (draft of 
proposed constitution) on 10 August 
1928. This was called the 'Nehru 
Report'. Its main recommendations 
were as follows :

India should be given Dominion 
status and a parliamentary form of 
government should be set up with 
bicameral legislature-Senate and 
House of Representatives.

The Senate should consist of 200 
members to be elected for 7 years 
and the House of Representatives 
should consist of 500 members to 
be elected for 5 years.

The Governor General should act 
on the advice of the Executive 
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–Co n i  o  minis s  onsis in  no  mo  n n m m s
   Co  s s is  in i in   is  o  

m n  s   in is  o
– n  C i  s i  n   o  s

  C n  n  s  n  o  n i  s o i   i  
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Council collectively responsible to 
the Parliament.
A federal form of government 
should be established in which the 
residuary powers are vested with 
the center.
Separate electoral system for mi-
norities should be abolished and 
joint electoral system should be es-
tablished.

There should be no seat reserved 
for communities in Punjab and Ben-
gal.

The Supreme Court should be es-
tablished in India and the judiciary 
should be independent of the legis-
lature.

Provinces should be formed on lin-
guistic basis.

Sindh should be separated from 
Bombay province.

A fully secular state should be es-
tablished.

MOUNTBATTEN PLAN (JUNE 1947)

Lord Mountbatten was sent as the 
Viceroy of India in March 1947. He 
negotiated with the Congress and 
Muslim League leaders on the ques-
tion of partition between India and 
Pakistan and formulated a plan, 
known as 'Mountbatten Plan'. The 
scheme was announced on June 3, 
1947, which suggested the division 
of the country into two parts to facil-
itate the process of transfer and to 
accommodate both major communi-
ties. This plan was accepted by both 
the Congress and the Muslim League 
and it was decided that the transfer 
of power to India and Pakistan would 
be done on the basis of Dominion sta-
tus. Subsequently, the British Gov-
ernment passed the Indian Indepen-
dence Act, 1947 in 1947.

1947 ACT AND KASHMIR

Referring to the princely states in any 
section of the Indian Independence 
Act, 1947, there is no provision that 
the question of merger of the princely 
state of Jammu and Kashmir will not 
be like other princely states; but in 
a different way, by referendum; nor 
was there any such provision in the 
Government of India Act, 1935.
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n i is o nm n in in i o o
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i i in i – m n i n inn

AUGUST OFFER

Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India, 

issued a statement from Shimla on 8 

August 1940, called the 'August Pro-

posal'. This proposal was brought in 

response to the questions asked by 

Congress about the goal of India's 

independence from Britain. This 

proposal laid the foundation for the 

constitution-making process. It was 

-

stitution was accepted and the Con-

gress agreed to form the Constituent 

Assembly. The major provisions of 

this proposal were as follows:

To establish a representative Indi-

an body for the framing of Indian 

constitution after the World War.

Establishing an advisory war 

council.

Immediate expansion of Viceroy's 

Executive Council.

Dominion Status as main goal for 

India.

But, the Congress rejected the pro-

posal. Jawaharlal Nehru said that 

the dominion status on which this 

proposal was based was like a nail 

studded in the door. On the other 

hand, Gandhiji said that this an-

nouncement had widened the gap 

between the nationalists and the 

British rulers. But the Muslim League 

was happy with many provisions of 

this proposal.

CHAPTER
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  s s in  Cons i n  ss m   min  in o n  
i   o o ion o    m o  omm ni i s s im  Si  n  
n  in o ion    i  m o    s n i s o  

 omm ni     
 –  Sin  ns  o  o m o  o o ion  s n ion

 n   Cons i n  ss m  ions   – n  

 o im  on o  m  o ion s  s n i    
–  n  o ion o   s

 n  s    in i  Con ss si n    
o o m  in im o nm n  is o nm n  s nno n  on 

s    n   s i  o   n s i  o m    
–  S m  

 ni i   s im  o o   Cons i n  ss m   
n i  i   oin i   – o  

  s im   oin   n im o nm n  o m  in  
is o nm n  onsis  o   s n i s o   Con ss n  
 s n i s o   s im   in  om  inis  

i  o s i n   o  in n  inis   
– i  i n

  s n ion o   o in s s m in  i i  on  sis o  
 o ion o   omm ni i s    s  omm ni i s   

 – s im  Si  n  n

  Cons i n  ss m  s  in   o o m  n i n 
Cons i ion  n i   s i s s  m in     
 –  m   

  s im  o o   m in  o   Cons i n  ss m  n  
s  m n in   s  Cons i n  ss m  o  is n  i  

in  s n i s i  no  n   Cons i n  ss m   
– 

 i  in  s s o  n i  s  o si n   o  ssion   
 – s mi   n  n

 n i  o no  n  o  o n n nno n   
s is m n  o   s  Cons i n  ss m  o  is n   

 
   

  s  m in  o   Cons i n  ss m  s si  o    
S i n n  Sin  o s  m   m n n  si n  o  

 Cons i n  ss m  on  m    
  –  n  s

 o s  s  i  si n  n  Cons i ion  iso    
Cons i n  ss m  on m      
  – C   n  Si   o s i

  o n  is n s m    iso s o    
non n   ns i  os  iso s   – o  S  

   o m    Cons i n  ss m  s o    o  
n i  m  s  Cons i n  ss m  i  s si  o    
n  s  n i  s  s  is  o si  o  

i   –  n

  o in s o   Cons i n  ss m  omm n  on m  
  i   s n ion o  i s so ion  om    

 –    

MEMBERS OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT 1946

 President, Executive Council (Vice-

roy and Governor General of India): 

Lord Viscount Wavell (until Febru-

ary 1947); Lord Mountbatten (Feb-

ruary 1947 to Independence)

 Commander-in-Chief: Sir Claude 

Auchinleck

 Vice President (In charge of For-
eign Affairs and Commonwealth 

Relations): Jawaharlal Nehru (Con-

gress)

 Home Affairs, Information and 

Broadcasting: Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel (Congress)

 Agriculture and Food: Rajendra 

Prasad (Congress)

 Commerce: Ibrahim Ismail Chun-

drigar (Muslim League)

 Defense: Baldev Singh (Congress)

 Finance: Liaquat Ali Khan (Muslim 

League)

 Education and Arts: C. Rajagopal-

achari (Congress)

 Health: G. Ali Khan (Muslim 

League)

 Labor: Jagjivan Ram (Congress)

 Law: Jogendra Nath Mandal (Mus-

lim League)

 Railway and communication, post, 

and air travel: Abdur Rab Nishtar 

(Muslim League)

 Mining and Electricity: CH Bhabha 

(Congress)

This interim government continued to 

function until August 15, 1947, with 

the formation of a new government 

under Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru.

KEY FEATURES OF THE CONSTITUTION

 The Indian Constitution is a mainly 

a written constitution.

 The Indian Constitution maintains 

an unprecedented harmony be-

tween parliamentary dominance 

and judicial supremacy.
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 n i  o m s  i  so ion  o  n i   in o o  
in  n i n Cons i ion   – m

 om  m  o  m    Cons i n  ss m  
i  on  i s so ion  n i   Cons i n  

ss m  ss i  n nimo s   – n n   

 n i   i   Cons i n  ss m  o   i ion o  
n i   – n n   

 o  m n  ommi s  o m  in  ons i n  ss m  o 
o m   ons i ion – o  

   Note : 
 o  o   ommi s  o m  o   ons i ion  

o  o  i    o  n    o   si  m s

 n  s   n  os  i m ns i  s  in  
Commi  ons i  o onsi   omm n ion o  o  
ommi s n  min    o    o   Cons i ion   

 –  im o m

  s  o  n m  o  m m s in in   i m n in is 
 ommi   –  m m s

   Note : 
m s in  in  Commi    m  i 
is n  S mi n   n  n i  ni  
ns i    in   i   is n m i 

 i n n  o   i n  S  o mm  S

  s   o   n i n Cons i ion s  in o   
n s  om i ions  s om  ons i ion o  o im  
o  m n  o n i s  i   –  o n i s

 o    m m s o   Cons i n  ss m     
 –  n i    m m s o   o in i  is i  ss m

 n s  Cons i n  ss m  ons i   i ion o   
o n  on s     – o   

  s  in  o   Cons i ion s  in  Cons i n  
ss m  om o m   o o m    S on  in  om 
 o m   o  o   n   i  in  s  om 
 o m  o  o m   n s  ons i ion ss   
 Cons i n  ss m   –  o m  

 n s   o   Cons i ion o    si n  o   
n  s  si n  o   Cons i n  ss m   

  –   o m  

 i  o isions o   Cons i ion  im m n  i  imm i  
 on o m     

 –  m n n  Cons i ion  n  nsi ion  o isions on Ci i ns i  
ion n  n im i m n

  Cons i ion o  n i  s o  on  o m   n s 
i  n  si n    m m s o   Cons i n  ss m    
 –  n  n  

 n   o   s  m in  o   Cons i n  ss m  o s 
 s  s  si n  o  n i    Cons i n  ss m    

 –   n  s

 o is    o  n i n ons i ion   –   m

 o  on  i  i   o m   Cons i ion o  n i    
 –  s   mon s   s

 The constitution recognizes adult 

suffrage, which will strengthen de-

mocracy.

 Single citizenship is a major fea-

ture of the Indian Constitution.

 The Indian Constitution provides 

for an independent judiciary. This 

system is the source of democratic 

society and governance.

 On the basis of amendment, it is 

constitutions. .

 The constitution is interpreted ac-

cording to the fundamental princi-

ples of law, such as the rule of law, 

natural justice, etc.

 The Indian Constitution is a feder-

al constitution that is oriented to-

wards unity.

 Directive principles of state poli-

cy have been incorporated in the 

Indian constitution, in which the 

state keeps getting directives as to 

which direction to move.

Committees of the Constituent As-

sembly and their Chairman

 Constituent Assembly: Dr. Sach-

chidananda Sinha (Temporary 

Speaker)

 Constituent Assembly: Dr. Rajen-

dra Prasad (Permanent Speaker)

 Rules Committee: Dr. Rajendra 

Prasad

 Union Power committee: Pt. Jawa-

harlal Nehru

 Union Constitution Committee: Pt. 

Jawaharlal Nehru

 Provincial Constitution Committee: 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

 Steering Committee: Dr. Rajendra 

Prasad

 National Flag Ad Hoc Committee: 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad

 Drafting Committee: Dr. Bhimrao 

Ambedkar
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  Cons i ion  o    Cons i n  ss m  on  o m  
   o  o   s   i s n   S s  C n  

o  m n  s s   in  n i n Cons i ion   
  –   s s

   i s o   Cons i ion i s          
     n   m  in o o  on  on  o m  
 n i   o  ons i ion om  in o o  in  o n   

–   n  

 n i  n i  om  so i n mo i  i    
 –   n  

   Note : 
 s n   s  o in   Cons i ion  

s   Con ss   is  s n n n  

 o in  o  n i n ons i ion   o s so i n  si    
 – n o

 m i  s  o s sm s  ons i ion  i  o n  s  
s  ons i ion in  o   – India

 a  a   o asons o   ansion o   ons i ion    
 – nion and s a s a in   sam  ons i ion  ni d di ia  and 

ni d adminis a i  s s m

 o ima  o  m  n a  o  Indian ons i ion is o o d 
om  o nm n  o  India    –  n

 om i  ons i ion is  Indian Cons i ion mos  in n d    
 – i is  Cons i ion

 I  o d  mo  di n  o in d   Indian d a  s s m in i  
 o  s s m   – Coo a i  d a  s s m

  on  o  nion o  s a s in  ons i ion as n a n om 
om   i is  o  m i an  

   Note : 
 i is  o  m i an a  as ass d in  a iam n  o   

  i   i is  o oni s in  S – o a S o ia   

ns i  and Canada  oin d o  as a dominion in 

 o d o  Indian d a  s s m as oo a i  d a ism    
 – an i  s in

 o as said a   oo dina ion n  o isions o  
a iam n a  so i n  and di ia  i  in o  i n ons i ion 

is a ni  a i m n  o   a o s o  o  ons i ion  –  as

 o din  o om    ons i ion  i   Cons i n  ss m  
d a d  is s d i   od   ni d i   so   –  C a o

 o  o  i  in  s a  o d a ains   a a  and anno n d 
i  a ssion o India and  a a  d o a is an   – na ad

  is  Indian ons i iona  a iam n a  s s m o o d 
om    – om  

 om  a   ndam n a  d i s n o o d in  Indian 
ons i ion   – om  o m  So i  nion

 n     i o o  as ado d as  na iona  a  n 
as  na iona  son  and na iona  an m ado d   –  an a  

 India s m m s i  o  i  o d o ani a ion as a o d in a  
  – Common a

 Special investigation committee on 

draft constitution: Alladi Krishnas-

wamy Iyer

 Flag Committee: J.B. Kripalani

 State Committee: Pt. Jawaharlal 

Nehru

 Supreme Court Committee: S.K. 

Mastermind

 Fundamental Rights, Minorities 

and Tribal Consultative Committee: 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

 Credentials Committee: Alladi 

Krishnaswamy Iyer

 Finance and Staff Committee: Dr. 

Rajendra Prasad

 Order of Business Committee: KM 
Munshi

 House Committee: Pattabhi Sitara-

mayya

 Language Committee: M. Sa-

tyanarayana

 Working Committee: G.V. Mavalan-

kar

 Fundamental Rights Subcommit-

tee: J.B. Kripalani

 Minority Subcommittee: H.C. 

Mukherjee

 North-East Frontier Tribal Areas 

and Assam Sub-Committee on Ex-

cluded and Partially Excluded Ar-

eas: Gopinath Bordoloi

 Excluded and Partially Excluded 

Areas (other than Assam) Subcom-

mittee: A.V. Thunder

OTHER WORKS DONE BY THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

Apart from formulating the constitu-

tion and implementing common laws, 

the following tasks were also done by 

the Constituent Assembly: -

in the Commonwealth: May 1949

July 22, 
1947
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 a a a a   am   s  im  inis  o  ind nd n  India 
and o d o n a n  s  o no  n a  a   a i ion  
ia a  i as a oin d as  im  inis  o  a is an  o as 

 s  o no  n a  o  a is an   – ammad i inna

 o as  as  i o  o  i is  India and  s  o no  n a  
o  ind nd n  India  – o d o n a n

 o as  on  Indian and as  o no  n a  o  ind nd n  
India   – C  a a o a a a i

 a  is  na  o  Indian Cons i ion    
 d a  in s   ni a  in s i i

 a io s o isions o   Cons i ion and i  so s

 am   –United States

 ndamenta  i ts   –United States

 ndamenta  t    – ssia o me  So iet Union

 i e ti e in i es o  State o i   – I e and

 a  ma in  o ess  – itain

 a iamenta  s stem   – itain

 e o  a   – itain

 Sin e Citi ens i   – itain

 i ame a  s stem   – itain

 a iamenta  s stem in din  t e es onsi i it  o  ministe s  – itain

 di ia  e ie   –United States

 Inde enden e o  t e di ia   –United States

 o ed e o  emo a  o  d es om S eme Co t and i  Co ts  
 –United States

 esident as e ti e ead  –United States

 i e esident as t e e o io ai man o  t e a a Sa a  
 –United States

 esident as t e S eme Commande  o  t e med o es   
 –United States

 o ed e o  e e tion o  esident  –I e and

 omination o  mem e s o  a a Sa a  t e esident  –I e and

  st on  ent a i ed ede a  s stem  –Canada

 ist i tion o  o e s et een t e Union and t e States and andin  
o e  t e esid a  o e s to t e Cente   –Canada

 ointment o  t e o e no   t e Cent e  –Canada

 d iso  o e s o  S eme Co t  –Canada

 Con ent ist   – st a ia

 ade  omme e and inte o se  – st a ia

 a iamenta  i i e es   – st a ia

 me en  o ision and its im a t on ndamenta  i ts   
 – e man

 Amendment to the Constitution   –South A i a

 e tion o  em e s o  a a Sa ha   –South A i a

 e u i an s stem  – an e

 Idea s o  i e t  e ua it  and ate nit   – an e

 he in usion o  usti e e ated idea s in the eam e   
 – ussia o me  So iet Union

 Adopted national anthem: January 
24, 1950

 Adopted national song: 24 Janu-

ary 1950

 Election of Dr. Rajendra Prasad as 

Janu-

ary 24, 1950

CHIEF MEMBERS OF  
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

 Famous Congress leaders: Pt. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Val-

labhbhai Patel, Dr. Rajendra 

Prasad, Maulana Azad, C. Raja-

gopalachari, Pt. Govind Ballabh 

Pant, Bal Govind Kher, Rajarshi 

Purushottam Das Tandon, K.M. 

Munshi, Acharya JB Kripalani and 

TT Krishnamachari.

 Apart from Congress, prominent 
persons associated with other 

parties were: Dr. Sarvepalli Rad-

hakrishnan, Dr. Shyamaprasad 

Mukherjee, Pt. Hridaynath Kunzru, 

M. Gopalaswami Iyengar, Dr. Jay-

akar, Tekchand Bakshi, Sir Alladi 

Krishna Swami Iyer, Prof. Katie 

Shah and Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, 

Gopinath Bordoloi.

 Prominent among the women mem-

bers are: Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs. 

Hansa Mehta, Rajkumari Amrit 

Kaur, Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh.

 Among those who declined mem-

bership of the Constituent Assem-

bly were Tej Bahadur Sapru (on 

health grounds) and Jayaprakash 

Narayan. Mahatma Gandhi also 

thought it appropriate to stay out 

of the Constituent Assembly.

 Dr. BR Ambedkar was elected in 

the Constituent Assembly from 

West Bengal, where the Muslim 

League was in power.
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andit a aha a eh u esented an o e ti e eso ution in the
Constituent Assem on e em e hi h ate e ame the

eam e to the Indian Constitution hen as it assed in the Con
stituent Assem – n anua

hi h a t o the Indian Constitution has een a ed e to the Con
stitution and S i it o the Constitution – e a e

ho add essed the eam e o the Indian Constitution as sou   
– ha u asad ha a a

In hi h a t o the Indian Constitution is the date o its ena tment
i e o em e mentioned –In the e a e
he a t o the eam e hi h i es i ht to an hise to a adu t
eo e o India is no n as  – emo a
he te mino o e the eo e mentioned in the eam e to Indian
onstitution has een o o ed om hi h onstitution

–United States Constitution
om he e has So ia e onomi and o iti a usti e mentioned in

the eam e o the Indian Constitution een o o ed
– om the ussian e o ution o

In hi h session did the Indian ationa Con ess e ain the mean
in o so ia ism –At the Session o A adi

hat a e the o e ti es o the eam e to the Indian Constitution   
– i e t ua it and ate nit

hose he do the Indian ou ts see in the ase o a ueness o an
o ision in the Constitution – e a e
oes the eam e ha e e a Status in the Cou t – o

In hi h ase did the Su eme Cou t u e that the eam e o the
Constitution annot e en o ed in the Cou t

–In Union o India s adan o a
In hi h ase did the Su eme Cou t u e that he e the an ua e o
the Constitution is dou t u the eam e is he u in the e a inte

etation o the Constitution – e u a i Union ase
In hi h ase did the Su eme Cou t o se e that the eam e an
not e onside ed as a a t o Indian Constitution

–In the ase o e u a i Union ase
In hi h ase did the Su eme Cou t e ain so ia ism sa in that
Indian so ia ism is a mi tu e o a ism and so ia ism

–In a a a s Union o India ase
ho had a i ed the meanin o so ia ism and said that ou aim is to
eate a an hi h is ased on the so ia ist st u tu e o the so iet

and not on so ia ism – a aha a eh u
he eam e to the Indian Constitution as amended on on e

the nd Constitution Amendment A t hat e e the o ds
added this amendment –So ia ist se u a and inte it
In hi h ase the Su eme Cou t o India de a ed se u a ism as the asi
st u tu e o the Constitution –In ommai s Union o India ase
he uestion o hethe the onstitution eam e ou d e amended

unde A ti e as st aised in hi h ase
– esa ananda ha ti s State o e a a ase

TEXT OF THE PREAMBLE

"We, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having 
solemnly resolved to constitute India 
into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SEC-
ULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and 
to secure to all its citizens:

JUSTICE, Social, Economic and Polit-
ical;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, be-
lief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportu-
nity; and to promote among them all;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of 
the individual and the unity and in-
tegrity of the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
this twenty-sixth day of November 
1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT 
AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS 
CONSTITUTION".

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA

These words indicate the source of 
the Indian Constitution and three 

-
nal sovereignty has been vested in 
the Indian people by the Constitu-
tion. Second, the Constitution mak-
ers were the representatives of the 
Indian public. Thirdly, the consti-
tution is the result of the will of the 
Indian people and the Indian people 
have only dedicated it to the nation. 
This constitution has not been hand-
ed over to us by any external power.

Total Sovereignty

This means that India is completely 
independent in internal and external 
matters. No foreign power or inter-
nal power has the right to interfere 
in its internal or external affairs. In 
the case of Synthetic and Chemicals 
Ltd. v. State of Uttar Pradesh, 1989, 
the Supreme Court held that no na-
tion could have its own constitution 
unless it is sovereign.

CHAPTER

3


