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Excellence is never an accident; it is the result of high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, skillful 
execution, and the vision to see obstacles as opportunities.

Conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) for entry into a few of the most coveted positions 
in civil services of the Government of India, the Civil Services Examination (CSE) is one of the most rigorous 
examinations in the country. Securing a good overall rank in the CSE with stellar performance across all three 
phases ensures entry into the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS), and the Indian 
Police Service (IPS), amongst other branches.

The examination is conducted in three phases, consisting of a Preliminary examination, the main examination 
followed by an interview. 

The UPSC Prelims comprise two objective type papers (General Studies I and General Studies II or CSAT) for a 
total of 400 marks. General Studies I has around 100 questions and General Studies II has around 80 questions. 
Both exams are of around 2 hours each, with a maximum of 200 marks each at stake. However, General Studies 
II or CSAT is just a qualifying examination, with only 33% qualifying criteria (66 marks) required. General Studies 
I results are included in evaluating the prelims results. It is here that candidates falter, often mistakenly 
assuming that they can reduce the rigor of preparation for General Studies II.

In the ever-changing landscape of civil service examinations, the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has 
recently undertaken a remarkable transformation. By eliminating the elimination method and intensifying the 

book delves into the evolution of UPSC exams, exploring the rationale, implications, and strategies necessary 
to conquer this reimagined challenge.

This book has been designed to help candidates achieve a high rank in UPSC. Prepared by the Editorial Board 
of Oswaal Books, it is designed towards helping candidates up-leveling their preparation level. Here are a few 

1. With past 10 years’ (2014-2023) Prelims CSAT Papers fully solved, readers will become familiarized with 

3. With UPSC CSAT 10-year Subject-wise Trend Analysis, readers will be able to identify macro examination 
trends and align their preparation accordingly

4. Readers can also supplement their preparation with the ‘Tips to Crack UPSC CSAT’ provided by our 
UPSC expert

This book has been developed with the highest editorial standards, keeping in mind the rigor and the 

have for anyone preparing for UPSC 2024. We hope it will help students to supplement their UPSC preparation 
strategy and secure a high rank. 

We also wish to thank Mr. Ajit Jha and  who have made this book a valuable addition to UPSC exam 
preparation. Their expert knowledge, advice, and recommendations will help our readers gain valuable insights 
and knowledge and secure a high rank in the UPSC examination.

We wish the readers great success ahead!
All the Best! 
Team Oswaal

PREFACE
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Scheme And Subjects For The Preliminary And Main Examination

A.  PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION:

 The Examination shall comprise of two compulsory Papers of 200 marks each.

 Note: 

 (i) Both the question papers will be of the objective type (multiple choice questions) and each will be of two 
hours duration. 

 (ii) The General Studies Paper-II of the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination will be a qualifying paper 

 (iii) The question papers will be set both in Hindi and English. 

 (iv) Details of the syllabi are indicated in Part A.

B.  MAIN EXAMINATION:

The Written Examination will consist of the following papers:—

 

 (One of the Indian Language to be selected by the candidate from the Languages included in the Eighth 
Schedule to the Constitution).                    300 Marks

 

 English 300 Marks

 Essay 250 Marks

 General Studies - I 250 Marks
 (Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography of the World and Society)

 General Studies - II 250 Marks
 (Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International relations)

 General Studies - III 250 Marks
 (Technology, Economic Development, Bio-diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster Management)

LATEST SYLLABUS
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 250 Marks
 (Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude)

 Optional Subject -Paper 1  250 Marks

 Optional Subject -Paper 2 250 Marks

 2025 Marks

 General knowledge of the candidates has been already tested through their written papers. Candidates 
are expected to have taken an intelligent interest not only in their special subjects of academic study but 
also in the events which are happening around them both within and outside their own State or Country 
as well as in modern currents of thought and in new discoveries which should rouse the curiosity of well-
educated youth.

Syllabi for the Examination

Part A—Preliminary Examination

 • Current events of national and international importance. 

 • History of India and Indian National Movement. 

 • Indian and World Geography-Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World. 

 • Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights 
Issues, etc. 

 • Economic and Social Development-Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics, 
Social Sector Initiatives, etc. 

 • General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change - that do not require 
subject specialization. 

 • General Science.

 • Comprehension; 

 • Interpersonal skills including communication skills; 

 • Logical reasoning and analytical ability;  

         • Decision making and problem solving; 

 • General mental ability; 

 • Basic numeracy (numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude, etc.) (Class X level), Data 
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 Note 1 : Paper-II of the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination will be a qualifying paper with minimum 

 Note 2 : The questions will be of multiple choice, objective type.

 Note 3 : It is mandatory for the candidate to appear in both the Papers of Civil Services (Prelim) 

 he/she does not appear in both the papers of Civil Services (Prelim) Examination. 

 

Part B—Main Examination
 The main Examination is intended to assess the overall intellectual traits and depth of understanding of 

candidates rather than merely the range of their information and memory.

 The nature and standard of questions in the General Studies papers (Paper II to Paper V) will be such that 
a well-educated person will be able to answer them without any specialized study. The questions will 
be such as to test a candidate’s general awareness of a variety of subjects, which will have relevance 
for a career in Civil Services. The questions are likely to test the candidate’s basic understanding of all 

and demands. The candidates must give relevant, meaningful and succinct answers.

 The scope of the syllabus for optional subject papers (Paper VI and Paper VII) for the examination is broadly 
of the honours degree 1evel i.e. a level higher than the bachelors’ degree and lower than the masters’ 
degree. In the case of Engineering, Medical Science and law, the level corresponds to the bachelors’ 
degree.

 Syllabi of the papers included in the scheme of Civil Services (Main) Examination are given as 

 

 The aim of the paper is to test the candidates’ ability to read and understand serious discursive prose, and 
to express ideas clearly and correctly, in English and Indian language concerned.

 

 (i)  Comprehension of given passages (ii) Precise Writing

 (iii) Usage and Vocabulary (iv) Short Essays

 (i)  Comprehension of given passages (ii) Precise Writing

 (iii) Usage and Vocabulary (iv) Short Essays

         (v)  Translation from English to the Indian Language and vice-versa

          Note 1 : The papers on Indian Languages and English will be of Matriculation or equivalent standard and will 
be of qualifying nature only. The marks obtained in these papers will not be counted for ranking.

 Note 2 : The candidates will have to answer the English and Indian Languages papers in English and the 
respective Indian language (except where translation is involved).
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PAPER-I
 Candidates may be required to write essays on multiple topics. They will be expected to keep 

closely to the subject of the essay to arrange their ideas in orderly fashion, and to write concisely. Credit 
will be given for effective and exact expression.

 

PAPER-II

 • Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from ancient to 
modern times. 

events, personalities, issues. 

parts of the country. 

 • Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

 • History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, 
redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like communism, 

 • Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

 • Role of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues, poverty and developmental 
issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

 • Effects of globalization on Indian society. 

 • Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.  

 • Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

 • Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian sub-
continent); factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in 
various parts of the world (including India). 

 • Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc., 
geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features (including water-

PAPER-III
 

and basic structure. 

 • Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 
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 • Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions.  

 • Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries. 

and issues arising out of these. 

 • Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

 • Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 
Constitutional Bodies. 

 • Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

 • Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 
their design and implementation. 

associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

 • Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance 
of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Education, Human Resources. 

 • Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

 • Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance applications, 
models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and 
institutional and other measures. 

 • Role of civil services in a democracy. 

 • India and its neighborhood- relations. 

interests. 

 • Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian 
diaspora. 

 • Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

PAPER-IV

 • Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development and 
employment. 

 • Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 
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 • Government Budgeting. 

 • Major crops-cropping patterns in various parts of the country, - different types of irrigation and 
irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related 
constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. 

 • Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; Public Distribution 
System-objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer tocks and food security; 

 Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

downstream requirements, supply chain management. 

 • Land reforms in India. 

 • Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial 
growth. 

 • Investment models. 

 • Science and Technology-developments and their applications and effects in everyday life. 

 • Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and developing new 
technology. 

relating to intellectual property rights. 

 • Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment. 

 • Disaster and disaster management. 

 • Linkages between development and spread of extremism. 

 • Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security. 

 • Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social networking 
sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; moneylaundering and its prevention. 

 • Security challenges and their management in border areas - linkages of organized crime with terrorism. 

 • Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate. 

PAPER-V
 

 • This paper will include questions to test the candidates’ attitude and approach to issues relating to 

dimensions of ethics; ethics - in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives 
and teachings of great leaders, reformers and administrators; role of family society and educational 
institutions in inculcating values. 
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 • Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service, integrity, impartiality and nonpartisanship, 
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker-
sections. 

 • Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance. 

  • Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world. 

and dilemmas in government and private institutions; laws, rules, regulations and conscience as 
sources of ethical guidance; accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral 
values in governance; ethical issues in international relations and funding; corporate governance. 

Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes 

challenges of corruption. 

 • Case Studies on above issues. 
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The Civil Services Examination (CSE) conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) is one of the 

toughest exams in India where lakhs of candidates appear every year to gain an opportunity to work in one 

of the most elite services in the Government of India. The exams are conducted over three phases: prelims, 

journey.

The prelims consist of two papers:

1. General Studies Paper 1 (General Awareness)

2.   General Studies Paper 2 (CSAT)

 We have already discussed in detail the strategy for Paper 1 of GS. Let us have a look at the strategy for Paper 2.

From 2011 to 2014, the total marks for both General Awareness and CSAT were considered for calculating the 

UPSC CSE prelims results. But from 2015 onwards, CSAT was made a qualifying paper, that is, candidates just 

Paper 1 are considered for the Prelims result.

Since these changes, aspirants think that they do not have to devote much time to preparing for CSAT. 

However, UPSC is a rigorous examination, and it is a risk to ignore any one section because of its weightage 

proper importance to the CSAT section and have suffered the consequences.

Here are a few recommendations that will help you ace the prelims examinations, especially, the CSAT 
section:

1. Practice the previous years’ UPSC GS Paper 2 Question Papers (2011 onwards) in an exam-centric 

2.  Improve your reading comprehension by reading newspaper editorials daily, preferably The Hindu and The 

Indian Express.

the previous years’ question papers to understand frequently asked questions in areas like averages, 

percentage number system, data interpretation, etc. 

4.  Identify your strengths and weaknesses, and as per the previous years’ question papers, re-revise 

frequently appearing topics multiple times.

5.  Improve your exam aptitude by appearing for at least 8 to 10 CSAT mock examinations based on latest 

pattern, or attempt a mock exam at least once a month.

OSWAAL EXPERT TIPS TO CRACK 
CSAT EXAM
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With around 2 million candidates preparing for the examination, having access to the right guidance and 

strategy can be a competitive advantage. Oswaal Books helps aspirants in achieving their goals by providing 

the right mix of expert guidance, exam-oriented resources, and strategy through our UPSC books.

UPSC Consultant-Oswaal Books

7+ years of experience,  3 UPSC Interviews 
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Trend Analysis of 10 YEARS OF CSAT Papers

Years

Subject

Reading 
Comprehension

Quantitative 
Aptitude

Logical Reasoning/ 
Decision Making

Total

2023 27 39 14 80

2022 25 35 20 80

2021 30 30 20 80

2020 25 40 15 80

2019 30 26 24 80

2018 26 31 23 80

2017 30 23 27 80

2016 27 25 28 80

2015 30 21 29 80

2014 32 15 33 80

TREND ANALYSIS 
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ANDHRA PRADESH MAHARASHTRA
VIJAYAWADA Sri Vikas Book Centre, 9848571114, 9440715700, PUNE Madhusheela Books & Stationery, 7875899892

ASSAM JALNA Anil Paper Mart, 9422722522, (02482) 230733
WEST KAMENG Dutta Book Stall, 8729948473 TAMIL NADU

KARNATAKA CHENNAI Bookmark-IT, 7305151653
BANGLORE Satish Agencies, 8861630123 TELANGANA

GUJRAT HYDERABAD Sri Balaji Book Depot , 9676996199, (040) 27613300
RAJKOT Royal Stationers, 9824207514 WEST BENGAL

KOLKATA United Book House, 9831344622

Our Distributors
ANDHRA PRADESH JABALPUR Vinay Pustak Sadan, 8962362667, Anand Books and Stationers, 9425323508

VISAKHAPATHAM JBD Educational, 9246632691, 9246633693, SAGAR Princi Book Depot, Sagar, 9977277011
ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLAND

PORTBLAIR Krishna Book Centre, 9474205570, Kumar Book Depot, 9932082455, Kumar Book 
Depot, 9932082455, Sree aditya Book Centre, 8332972720, 7013300914

KATNI Shri Mahavir Agency, 9425363412

ASSAM UJJAIN Shreenath Book Depot, 9827544045
GUWAHATI Book Emporium, 9675972993, 6000763186, Ashok Publication, 7896141127, 

Kayaan Enterprises, (0361) 2630443, Orchid Book house, 9864624209, Newco, 
9864178188

BHOPAL Gupta Brother, 9644482444

BIHAR MAHARASHTRA
PATNA Nova Publisher & Distributors, (0612) 2666404, Shri Durga Pustak Mandir, 9334477386,

Sharda Pustak Bhandar, 9334259293, Vikas Book Depot, 9504780402, Alka Book Agency, 
9835655005, Metro Book(E&C), Ishu Pustak Bhandar, 8294576789, Gyan Ganga Limited, 
6203900312

PUNE Natraj Book Depot, (020) 24485054, 9890054092, Vikas Book House, 9921331187, 
Pravin Sales, 9890683475, New Saraswati Granth Bhandar, 9422323859, Akshar 
Books & Stationary, 7385089789, Vardhaman Educational, 9860574354, Yash Book 
Centre, 9890156763, Pragati Book Centre, (ISC), 9850039311, Praveen Sales, Pragati 
Book Centre, Pune ( E & C ), 9850039311

MUZAFFARPUR Pustak Bhandar, 7870834225 AURANGABAD Shree Sainath Agencies, 7350294089, Maya Book Centre, (ISC), 9372360150
CHATTISGARH MUMBAI Vidyarthi Sales Agencies, 9819776110, New Student Agencies, 7045065799, Shivam 

Books & Stationery, 8619805332
AMBIKAPUR Saini Brothers, 9425582561, M.P Department Stores, 9425254264 JALGAON Sharma Book Depot & Stat. (ISC), 9421393040
BOKARO LATUR Yash Book House, 9637936999, Shri Ganesh Pustakalay, 9730172188
BHILAI Anil Book Depot, 9425234260 KOLHAPUR Granth the Book World, 9922295522
DURG Bhagwati Bhawani Book Depot, 0788-2327620, 9827473100 NAGPUR Laxmi Pustakalay and Stationers, (0712) 2727354, Vijay Book Depot, 9860122094
KORBA Kitab Ghar, Korba ( E & C ), 9425226528 Renuka Book distributor, 9765406133, Novelty Book Depot, 9657690220, Karamveer 

Book Depot, 9923966466, Arun Book & Stationers, 9423110953
RAIPUR Shri Ramdev Traders, 9981761797, Gupta Pustak Mandir, 7974220323 NASHIK Rahul Book Centre, 9970849681, New India Book House, 9623123458
RAIGARH Sindhu Book Deopt, 9981935763 DHULE Navjeevan Book Stall, 7020525561

DELHI YAVATMAL Shri Ganesh Pustkalaya, 9423131275

DELHI Mittal Books, (011) 23288887, 9899037390, Singhania Book & Stationer, 9212028238, 
AoneBooks, New Delhi, 8800497047, Radhey Book Depot, 9818314141, Batheja 
Super Store, 9871833924, Lov Dev & Sons, Delhi ( E & C ), 9811182352, Zombozone, 
9871274082

VASAI Prime Book Centre, Vasai, 9890293662

GUJARAT ODISHA
AHMEDABAD Patel Book, 9898184248, 9824386112, 9825900335, Zaveri Agency, 9979897312, 

9979890330, Hardik Book Agency, (ISC) 079-24110043
 9904659821

CUTTACK A. K. Mishra Agencies, 9437025991, 9437081319

BHAVNAGAR Samir Book Stall, Bhavnagar (ISC) 9586305305 BHUBANESHWAR M/s Pragnya, 8847888616, 9437943777, Padmalaya, 9437026922, Bidyashree, 
9937017070, Books Godown, 7894281110

DAHOD Collegian Book Corner, 9925501981 BARIPADA Trimurti Book World, 9437034735
VAPI Goutam Book Sellers, 9081790813 KEONJHAR Students corner, 7008435418

VALSAD Mahavir Stationers, 9429474177 PUNJAB
NAVSARI College Store, (ISC) NO CALL 02637-258642, 9825099121 AMBALA Bharat Book Depot, 7988455354

SURAT Shopping Point, 9824108663 PATIALA Goel Sons, 9463619978, Adarsh Enterprises, 9814347613
VADODARA Umakant Book Sellers & Stationer, 9624920709 JALANDHAR Cheap Book Store, 9872223458, 9878258592, City Book Shop, 9417440753, Subhash 

Book Depot, 9876453625, Paramvir Enterprises, 9878626248

HARYANA
FEROZPUR Sita Ram book Depot, 9463039199, 7696141911

ROHTAK Manish Traders, 9812556687, Swami Kitab Ghar, 9355611088, Babu Ram Pradeep 
Kumar, 9813214692

LUDHIANA Amit Book, 9815807871, Gupta Brothers, 9888200206, Bhatia Book Centre,  
9815277131

REWARI Sanjay book depot, 9255447231 CHANDIGARH Mohindra Book Depot, 9814920226
BALLABGARH Kashi Ram Kishan lal, 9289504004, 8920567245 RAJASTHAN
BHUNA Khurana Book Store, 9896572520 AJMER Laxmi General Store, Ajmer, 0145- 2428942  9460652197

JAMMU KOTA Vardhman Book Depot, 9571365020, 8003221190 Raj Traders, 9309232829  
Sahitya Sangam, 9419190177 BHILWARA Nakoda Book Depot, (01482) 243653, 9214983594, Alankar Book Depot, 

9414707462
JHARKHAND JAIPUR Ravi Enterprises, 9829060694, Saraswati Book House, (0141) 2610823, 9829811155, 

Goyal Book Distt., 9460983939, 9414782130
BOKARO Bokaro Student Friends, (0654) 2233094, 7360021503, Bharati Bhawan Agencies,  

9431740797
UDAIPUR Sunil Book Store, 9828682260

RANCHI Crown Book Distributor & Publishers, (0651) 2213735, 9431173904,  
Pustak Mandir, 9431115138,

JODHPUR Second Hand Book Stall, 9460004745

DUMKA Vidyarthi Pustak Bhandar, 9431310228 TRIPURA
KARNATAKA AGARTALA Book Corner, 8794894165, 8984657146, Book Emporium, 9089230412

HUBLI Renuka Book Distributor, (0836) 2244124 TAMIL NADU
BANGLORE Krishna book house, 9739847334, Hema Book Stores, 9986767000, Sapna Book House 

Pvt. Ltd., 9980513242, Hema Book World, (Chamrajpet) (ISC) 080-40905110
 9945731121

COIMBATORE Majestic Book House, (0422) 2384333, CBSC Book Shop, 9585979752

BELLERI Chatinya book centre, 9886064731 CHENNAI Arraba Book Traders, (044) 25387868, 9841459105, M.R. Book Store (044) 25364596,  
Kalaimagal Store, (044) 5544072, 9940619404, Vijaya Stores, 9381037417, Bookmark 
It-Books & Stat. Store, 7305151653, M.K. Store, 9840030099, Tiger Books Pvt. Ltd., 
9710447000, New Mylai Stationers, 9841313062, Prince Book House, Chennai, 0444-
2053926, 9952068491, S K Publishers & Distributors, 9789865544

KERALA PUDUCHERRY Sri Lakshmi Book Seller, 7871555145
ERNAKULAM Academic Book House, (0484) 2376613, H & C Store, 9864196344, 

Surya Book House, 9847124217, 9847238314
SALEM Pattu book centre, 9894816280

KOTTAYAM Book Centre, (0481) 2566992 TRICHY P.R.Sons Book Seller, 9443370597, Rasi Publication, 9894816280
TRIVANDRUM Academic Book House, (0471) 2333349, 9447063349, Ponni Book Stall, 9037591721 THENI Maya Book Centre, 9443929274

CALICUT Aman Book Stall, (0495) 2721282, MADURAI Selvi Book Shoppe, 9843057435, Jayam Book Centre, 9894658036
MADHYA PRADESH VELLORE G.K book centre and collections, 9894517994

CHHINDWARA Pustak Bhawan, ( E & C ), 8982150100 TELANGANA
GWALIOR Agarwal Book Depot, 9425116210 HYDERABAD Sri Balaji Book Depot, (040) 27613300, 9866355473, Shah Book House, 9849564564 
INDORE Bhaiya Industries, 9893326853, Sushil Prakashan,(0731) 2503333, 2535892, 

9425322330, Bhaiya Store, 9425318103, Arun Prakashan, 9424890785, Bhaiya 
Book Centre, 9424081874, Seva Suppliers, 9826451052

Vishal Book Distributors, 9246333166

Exclusive School Books Suppliers
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UTTARAKHAND GORAKHPUR Central Book House, 9935454590, Friends & Co., 9450277154, Dinesh book depot,  
9125818274, Friends & Co., 9450277154

DEHRADUN Inder Book Agencies, 9634045280, Amar Book Depot , 8130491477, Goyal Book Store,  
9897318047, 

JHANSI Bhanu Book Depot, 9415031340

MUSSORIE Ram Saran Dass Chanda kiran,  0135-2632785,  9761344588 KANPUR Radha News Agency, 8957247427, Raj Book Dist., 9235616506, H K Book 
Distributors, 9935146730

UTTAR PRADESH LUCKNOW Vyapar Sadan, 7607102462, Om Book Depot, 7705871398, Azad Book Depot Pvt. Ltd., 
7317000250, Book Sadan, 9839487327, Rama Book Depot(Retail), 7355078254, 
Ashirwad Book Depot, 9235501197, Book.com, 7458922755, Universal Books, 
9450302161, Sheetla Book Agency, 9235832418

AGRA Sparsh Book Agency, 9412257817,  Om Pustak Mandir, (0562) 2464014, 9319117771, 
Sanjay Publication, 8126699922 Arti book centre, 8630128856, Panchsheel Books, 
9412257962, Bhagwati Book Store, (E & C),  9149081912

MEERUT Ideal Book Depot, (0121) 4059252, 9837066307

ALLAHABAD Mehrotra Book Agency, (0532) 2266865, 9415636890 NOIDA Prozo (Global Edu4 Share Pvt. Ltd), 9318395520, Goyal Books Overseas Pvt.Ltd., 
1204655555  9873387003

AZAMGARH Sasta Sahitya Bhandar, 9450029674 PRAYAGRAJ Kanhaiya Pustak Bhawan, 9415317109

ALIGARH K.B.C.L. Agarwal, 9897124960, Shaligram Agencies, 9412317800, New Vimal Books, 
9997398868

MAWANA Subhash Book Depot, 9760262264

ALIGARH T.I.C Book centre, 9808039570 WEST BENGAL
BALRAMPUR Universal Book Center, 8933826726 KOLKATA Oriental Publishers & Distributor (033) 40628367,  Katha 'O' Kahini, (033) 

22196313, 22419071, Saha Book House, (033), 22193671, 9333416484, United 
Book House, 9831344622, Bijay Pustak Bhandar, 8961260603, Shawan Books 
Distributors, 8336820363, Krishna Book House, 9123083874

BAREILLY Siksha Prakashan, 9837829284 RENUKOOT Om Stationers, 7007326732

DEORIA Kanodia Book Depot, 9415277835 COOCH BEHAR S.B. Book Distributor, Cooch behar, 9002670771

VARANASI Gupta Books, 8707225564 KHARAGPUR Subhani Book Store, 9046891334

MATHURA Sapra Traders, 9410076716, Vijay Book House , 9897254292 SILIGURI Agarwal Book House, 9832038727
FARRUKHABAD Anurag Book Agencies, 8844007575 DINAJPUR Krishna Book House, 7031748945

NAJIBABAD Gupta News Agency, 8868932500, Gupta News Agency, ( E & C ), 8868932500 MURSHIDABAD New Book House, 8944876176
DHAMPUR Ramkumar Mahaveer Prasad, 9411942550

Entrance & Competition Distributors
BIHAR CUTTAK A.K.Mishra Agencies, 9437025991
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
 1. This Test Booklet contains 80 items (Questions). Each item comprises four responses (answers). In case you 

feel that there is more than one correct response, mark the response which you consider the best. In any 
case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item. 

 2. You have to mark all your responses ONLY on the separate OMR Sheet provided. 
 3. All items carry equal marks.
 4.  Attempt all items. 
 5.  Your total marks will depend only on the number of correct responses marked by you in the OMR sheet. 
 6.  For every incorrect response 1/3rd of the allotted marks will be deducted. 
 7.  If a question is left blank i.e., no answer is given by the candidate, there will be no penalty for that question.

Directions for the following 5 (five) items: 

Read the following three passages and answer the items 

that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 

should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

 1. Based on the above passage, the following 

assumptions have been made:

1. 

2. 

(a) (b) 
(c) (d) 

 2. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the crux of the passage?
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Passage - 2



3. Based on the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

4. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical, rational and practical message 
conveyed by the author of the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage-3

5. Based on the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:
1.

2.

3.

4.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

6. A box contains 14 black balls, 20 blue balls, 26 green 
balls, 28 yellow balls, 38 red balls and 54 white balls. 
Consider the following statements:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

7. If ZERO' is written as 'CHUR', then how is 'PLAYER' 
written?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

8. Consider the following statements:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

9. Consider the following including the Question and 
the Statements:
There are 5 members A, B, C, D, E in a family.
Question: 
Statement-1: 
Statement-2: 
Statement-3: 
Statement-4: 

(a)

(b)



(c)

(d) not

10. Choose the group which is different from the others:
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Directions for the following 3 (three) items:
Read the following three passages and answer the  items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage-1

11. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical and rational implication conveyed 
by the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage-2

12. Which of the following statements best reflects the 
logical inference from the passage given above?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage-3

13. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical and rational inference that can be 
drawn from the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

14. If 7 9 10 = 8, 9 11 30 = 5,
11 17 21 = 13, what is the value of 23 4 15?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

15. Let x be a positive integer such that 7x + 96 is 
divisible by x. How many values of x are possible?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)



16. If p, q, r and s are distinct single digit positive 

numbers, then what is the greatest value of (p + q)

(r+s)?

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

17. A number N is formed by writing 9 for 99 times. 

What is the remainder if N is 

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

18. Each digit of a 9-digit number is 1. It is multiplied by 

itself. What is the sum of the digits of the resulting 

number?

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

19. What is the sum of all digits which appear in all the 

integers from 10 to 100?

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

20. ABCD is a square. One point on each of AB and CD; 

and two distinct points on each of BC and DA are 

chosen. How many distinct triangles can be drawn 

using any three points as vertices out of these six 

points?

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Directions for the following 3 (three) items: 

Read the following three passages and answer the items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

21. Which one of the following statements best reflects 

the crucial message conveyed by the author of the 

passage?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 2

22. Which one of the following statements best implies 
the most rational assumption that can be made from 
the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 3

23. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the crux of the passage
(a)



(b)

(c)

(d)

24. Three of the five positive integers p, q, r, s, t are even 
and two of them are odd (not necessarily in order). 
Consider the following:
1.
2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

25. Consider the following in respect of prime number 
p and composite number c.

1.

2.
3.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

26. A 3-digit number ABC, on multiplication with D 
gives 37DD where A, B, C and D are different non-
zero digits. What is the value of A+B+C?
(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

27. For any choices of values of X, Y and Z, the 6-digit 
number of the form XYZXYZ is divisible by:
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

28. 125 identical cubes are arranged in the form of a 
cubical block. How many cubes are surrounded by 
other cubes from each side?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

29. How many distinct 8-digit numbers can be formed 

by rearranging the digits of the number 11223344 
such that odd digits occupy odd positions and even 
digits occupy even positions?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

30. A, B, C working independently can do a piece of 
work in 8, 16 and 12 days respectively. A alone 
works on Monday, B alone works on Tuesday, C 
alone works on Wednesday; A alone, again works 
on Thursday and so on. Consider the following 
statements:
1.
2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)
Directions for the following 3 (three) items: 
Read the following three passages and answer the items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

31. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most rational, practical and immediate action 
required to ensure fair and equitable allocation of 
water to different stakeholders?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)



Passage-2

32. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
what is implied by the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 3

33. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical and rational message conveyed by 
the author of the passage?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

34. Raj has ten pairs of red, nine pairs of white and 
eight pairs of black shoes in a box. If he randomly 
picks shoes one by one (without replacement) from 
the box to get a red pair of shoes to wear, what is the 
maximum number of attempts he has to make?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

35. In how many ways can a batsman score exactly 25 
runs by scoring single runs, fours and sixes only, 
irrespective of the sequence of scoring shots?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

36. There are four letters and four envelopes and 
exactly one letter is to be put in exactly one envelope 
with the correct address. If the letters are randomly 
inserted into the envelopes, then consider the 
following statements:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

37. What is the remainder when
85 × 87 × 89 × 91 × 95 × 96 is divided by 100?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

38. What is the unit digit in the expansion of 
(57242)9×7×5×3×1 ?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

39. If ABC and DEF are both 3-digit numbers such that 
A, B, C, D, E and F are distinct non-zero digits such 
that ABC + DEF = 1111, then what is the value of 
A+B+C+D+E+F?
(a) (b)
(c) (d) 



40. D is a 3-digit number such that the ratio of the 
number to the sum of its digits is least. What is the 
difference between the digit at the hundred's place 
and the digit at the unit's place of D?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Directions for the following 3 (three) items: 
Read the following three passages and answer the items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

41. Which one of the following statements most likely 
reflects as to what the author of the passage intends 
to say?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 2

42. Which one of the following statements best reflects 

the most rational, logical and practical message 

conveyed by the passage?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 3

43. Based on the above passage, which one of the 

following terms best expresses the ultimate goal of 

the state?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

44. What is the remainder if 2192 is divided by 

(a) (b)

(c) (d)



45. Consider the sequence
ABC__ ABC_ DABBCD_ ABCD
that follows a certain pattern.
Which one of the following completes the sequence?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

46. AB and CD are 2-digit numbers. Multiplying AB 
with CD results in a 3-digit number DEF. Adding 
DEF to another 3-digit number GHI results in 975. 
Further A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I are distinct digits. If 
E = 0, F = 8, then what is A+B+C equal to ?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

47. Consider the following statements in respect of five 
candidates P, Q, R, S and T. Two statements are true 
and one statement is 
True Statement: 

False Statement: 

True Statement: 

1.
2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

48. Let P, Q, R, S and T be five statements such that:
I.
II.

1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

49. A cuboid of dimensions 7 cm × 5 cm × 3 cm is 
painted red, green and blue colour on each pair of 
opposite faces of dimensions 7 cm × 5 cm, 5 cm × 
3 cm, 7 cm × 3 cm respectively. Then the cuboid is 
cut and separated into various cubes each of side 
length 1 cm. Which of the following statements is/
are correct?
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

50. The letters of the word  "INCOMPREHENSIBILITIES" 
are arranged alphabetically in reverse order. How 
many positions of the letter/letters will remain 
unchanged?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Directions for the following 4 (four) items: 
Read the following four passages and answer the items that 
follow the passages. Your answers to these items should be 
based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

51. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical message implied by the above 
passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 2



52. Regarding the financialization of household 
savings, which of the following statements best 
reflect the solutions that are implied by the passage?
1.

2.
3.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Passage - 3

53. Based on the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:
1.

2.

3.

4.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Passage - 4

54. Based on the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

55. In an examination, the maximum marks for each of 
the four papers namely P, Q, R and S are 100. Marks 
scored by the students are in integers. A student can 
score 99% in n different ways. What is the value of 
n?
(a) (b)

(c) (d)

56. A flag has to be designed with 4 horizontal stripes 
using some or all of the colours red, green and 
yellow. What is the number of different ways in 
which this can be done so that no two adjacent 
stripes have the same colour?

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

57. A rectangular floor measures 4 m in length and 2.2 
m in breadth. Tiles of size 140 cm by 60 cm have 
to be laid such that the tiles do not overlap. A tile 
can be placed in any orientation so long as its edges 

are parallel to the edges of the floor. What is the 
maximum number of tiles that can be accommodated 
on the floor?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

58. There are five persons P, Q, R, S and T each one of 

whom has to be assigned one task. Neither P nor Q 
can be assigned Task-1. Task-2 must be assigned to 
either R or S. In how many ways can the assignment 
be done?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)



59. There are large number of silver coins weighing 2 
gm, 5 gm, 10 gm, 25 gm, 50 gm each. Consider the 
following statements:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

60. Consider the following:
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

Directions for the following 3 (three) items:
Read the following three passages and answer the items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

61. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical and rational message conveyed by 
the author of the passage? 

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 2

62. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical and practical message conveyed by 
the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage-3

63. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the crux of the passage?
(a)



(b)

(c)

(d)

64. 40 children are standing in a circle and one of them 
(say child-1) has a ring. The ring is passed clockwise. 
Child-1 passes on to child-2, child-2 passes on to 
child-4, child-4 passes on to child-7 and so on. After 
how many such changes (including child-1) will the 
ring be in the hands of child-1 again?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

65. What is the middle term of the sequence
Z, Z, Y, Y, Y, X, X, X, X, W, W, W, W, W, ..., A?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

66. Question: Is p greater than q?
Statement-1: 
Statement-2:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

67. Question: Is (p + q-r) greater than (p-q+r), where p, 
q and r are integers?
Statement-1:
Statement-2:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

68. In a party, 75 persons took tea, 60 persons took 
coffee and 15 persons took both tea and coffee. No 
one taking milk takes tea. Each person takes at least 
one drink.
Question: 
Statement-1:
Statement-2:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

69. Consider a 3-digit number.
Question: 
Statement-1: 

Statement-2: 

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

70. For five children with ages a < b < c < d < e; any 
two successive ages differ by 2 years. 
Question: 
Statement-1: 

Statement-2: 

(a)



(b)

(c)

(d)

Directions for the following 3 (three) items:
Read the following three passages and answer the items 
that follow the passages. Your answers to these items 
should be based on the passages only.

Passage - 1

71. With reference to the above passage, the following 
assumptions have been made:
1.

2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

Passage - 2

72. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical, rational and crucial message 
implied by the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Passage - 3

73. Which one of the following statements best reflects 
the most logical, rational and crucial message 
conveyed by the passage?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

74. A principal P becomes Q in 1 year when 
compounded half-yearly with R% annual rate of 



interest. If the same principal P becomes Q in 1 year 
when compounded annually with S% annual rate of 
interest, then which one of the following is correct?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

75. How many natural numbers are there which give 
a remainder of 31 when 1186 is divided by these 
natural numbers?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

76. Let pp, qq and rr be 2-digit numbers where 
p < q < r. If pp + qq + rr = tt0, where tt0 is a 3-digit 
number ending with zero, consider the following 
statements:
1.
2.

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

77. What is the sum of all 4-digit numbers less than 
2000 formed by the digits 1, 2, 3 and 4, where none 
of the digits is repeated?

(a) (b)
(c) (d)

78. What is the number of selections of 10 consecutive 
things out of 12 things in a circle taken in the 
clockwise direction?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

79. If today is Sunday, then which day is it exactly on 
1010 th day?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)

80. There are three traffic signals. Each signal changes 
colour from green to red and then from red to 
green. The first signal takes 25 seconds, the second 
signal takes 39 seconds and the third signal takes 
60 seconds to change the colour from green to red. 
The durations for green and red colours are same. 
At 2:00 p.m., they together turn green. At what time 
will they change to green next, simultaneously?
(a) (b)
(c) (d)



ANSWERS WITH EXPLANATION

1. Option (d) is correct

Explanation: 

2. Option (c) is correct

Explanation: 

3. Option (d) is correct

Explanation: 

4. Option (c) is correct

Explanation:  

5. Option (b) is correct

Explanation: 

6. Option (c) is correct

Explanation: 

7. Option (d) is correct

Explanation: 

8. Option (d) is correct

Explanation: 

9. Option (c) is correct

Explanation: 


